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The life of the Saints is a continuous searching of God.

Holiness means the heroic exercise of every virtue, the total conformity with God’s will, and this is achieved after struggling and praying a lot. This is the case of Father John.

He lived looking always for God’s Face, renouncing achieved goals that could give him peace of mind, under the human point of view, till centering himself completely in charity, love to the sick and the poor and needed for God.

The thanksgiving prayer to God for the life of our Father John convoke you today, together with each Sister of the Congregation, with each Laity of Saint Anne Family in the five continents.

May, like him, you live looking always for God’s Face and Will in your daily being and doing.

(((
The Theological Virtues were the fertile humus in which were developed all the other virtues that flourished in the life of Father John. It is shown in his deeds and also in his teachings. In the first Constitutions that, as Founder and Director of the Sisterhood, he offered to them to orient their life, expresses:

the Sisters should have present that it is a matter of faith, that Jesus Christ receives as his whatever is done in benefit of the poor. This faith must go accompanied by the hope in the eternal reward (…) understanding that they should live always practicing charity in God’s grace, because otherwise nothing would be profitable even if they gave their bodies up to the martyrdom, and move mountains from one place to another, as St. Paul says (Summ. Doc. 72, p. 82).
Let us contemplate, reflect and prayer along this thanksgiving prayer to God for the life of Father John, how he live the Theological Virtues of faith, hope and charity; the cardinal virtues of prudence, justice, fortitude and temperance; and the attached virtues of poverty, chastity, meekness and humility.

And, together to every Sister of the Congregation, we are invited to give thanks for the being and doing of our Founder, who sets our congregational style, and to plead with God for the personal renewal that goes through a most faithful following of Christ, in the same way that our Father John did.

(((
Faith
Faith, gift granted by God through baptism, requires correspondence. To give an answer of faith, it is necessary the grace that goes ahead and helps us with the inner assistance of the Holy Spirit, who moves the heart, leads it towards God and grants us pleasure in accepting truth. In the Gospel we see that the faith required by Jesus is a thrust of trust and abandonment in his word and his power: “Go back, then; let this be done for you, as you have believed” (Mt 8:13).
In Fr. Juan Bonal’s life is found that firm, active and confident faith that is shown throughout all his deeds and words, faith that he tried to spread to all those reached by his action, according to his possibilities. 
It was within his family, of very deep religious roots and consequent Christian life, where the faith of the Servant of God was practiced, grew and became strong. It was shown in his moments of prayer before the Blessed Sacrament, his liking in helping for the Mass, in the religious services and other celebrations and his concern for the poor. His faith was increasing as the years were passing and was becoming more committed.

But this same faith demanded from him a bigger integration in the imitation of Christ; he wanted to follow him closely and to be fully at the service of the Kingdom. 

During his whole life, he endured slights, humiliations, lack of understanding, rejection, tiredness and physical pain, privations, poverty and many more hardships of every kind; but faith kept him always firm and confident in the protection of God by whom he acted, for whom he lived and to whom he deeply loved (Cf. Summ. Doc. 155, p. 191).

Valuing the treasure of faith that he was receiving from God, his longing was to cultivate it also in whomever he was dealing with during his charitable travels, and to spread its action to those whom he was finding going astray, because of corruption of traditions and deceitful prevailing ideologies.

Until the moment of death, his mind was kept open and his fidelity to God active.
Sr. Soledad Madrid, who entered the Congregation in 1931 when she was 17 years old and knew some Sisters very old, submits this testimony about the faith of the Servant of God: 

Fr. John Bonal had a blind faith in God’s Providence; everything was possible trusting in Him. He touched the action of God within the souls. His words reached them with much unction and spiritual strength, so afterwards they approach the confessional box and went out from it renewed. From his hours of prayer he took out vigour to go ahead without being discouraged for anything, and he kept himself in God’s Presence, even in the midst of activities and difficulties (Summ. Test. 5, pp. 350, 6-351).

Let the time pass in His Presence contemplating, giving thanks, pleading…
Hope
“The virtue of faith responds to the aspiration to happiness which God has placed in the heart of every man; it takes up the hopes that inspire men’s activities and purifies them so as to order them to the Kingdom of heaven; it keeps man from discouragement; it sustain him during times of abandonment; it opens up his heart in expectation of eternal beatitude. Buoyed up by hope, he is preserved from selfishness and led to happiness that flows from charity”
.

On the letters kept from Fr. John and in sentences from other documents we discover the strength of his inner life and his distinguishing virtue, because they show his constant appeal to God, the honesty of his deeds and the motives that impelled his behaviour. 
These lines portray Fr. John: he renounced whatever life offered him and lived only for the needy, the poor and sick: to relieve their bodies and rescue their souls for God is the obsession of his existence. Within him, he listens and within his heart he enjoys deeply while remembering the words of the Lord: “In truth I tell you, in so far as you did this to one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did it to me” (Mt 25:40). Is it possible greater reward than serving his Lord and doing what He did?

Sr. Felisa Martinez, who was received in the Congregation by Mother Pabla Bescos, listened from her related to Fr. Juan Bonal:

The honours, privileges and power of here down on earth were not important for him. He practiced radical detachment and poverty; he abandoned whatever he had and could be able to acquire and enjoy in the future. He did not look neither for the recognition of the people nor for the least gratitude for his works and concerns. His goal was higher: he aimed to the reward of being possessed by God and to possess Him forever, he looked for the deep joy of being always with Him (Summ. Test. 12, p. 389, 5).
Fr. John, in the midst of his tests and works, through the divine help, would frequently experience, with a deep joy, that “hope never fails, because God’s love has been poured in our hearts by the Holy Spirit that has been given to us” (Rom 5:5).

Let the time pass in His Presence contemplating, giving thanks, pleading…

Charity
“We have known the love God has for us, and we have believed in him. God is Love and whoever remains in love remains in God and God in him” (1 Jn 4:16).

Charity supposes faith and hope going beyond them. And from it arise the rest of the virtues. In Fr. John God’s love is the root, the motive, the stimulus, the strength that kept his charitable activity in favour of the sick; the ardour of his zeal in the apostolate; his patience, his fortitude and his humility during the setbacks, slights and humiliations that he had to endure.

If any of the gifts of the divine Spirit is outstanding in the experience of God that Fr. John deeply experiences, in the motivations of his usual behaviour and in the experiences that encourage his apostolate is the gift of love, charity.

Our Founder showed with deeds that he understood what God wanted from him. A firm attitude demanded him: to go out from his ego and to allow Him to act. Like this he did, he loved everybody because it was God the One who loved through him. That is why his charitable action, both humanitarian and material, and at the spiritual level as well, was so efficient in the souls.

Sr. Petra Moles, who entered the Congregation very young, tells that the Novice Mistress, Mother Eufemia Esandi, and the Assistant Sisters were religious women of a great inner life and they seemed to have a special gift of the Spirit while talking to them about the Founders and the beginnings, so difficult, demanding and solid in what was essential of the Sisterhood. She remembers what they told about Fr. Juan:

He loved God with his whole being. The aim of his life was the glory of God, to spread His Kingdom and to do His will even in the smallest details. That deep felt love to God was what led his activity to the total service to the sick, the poor and the helpless (Summ. Test. 11, p. 383, 2).
If something was clear in his life is his constant self-giving, unconditional and universal, at the service of the neighbour. As much he received from God he gave back to Him in the brethren: his whole life became a gift for others, for God.

He could say with the Apostle: “For the love of Christ overwhelms us when we consider that if one man died for all, then all have died; his purpose in dying for all humanity was that those who live should live not any more for themselves, but for him who died and was raised to life for them” (2 Cor 5:14-15).

Fr. Jose Ignacio Tellechea, in one of his works about Fr. John, imprints related to his charity with the neighbour the following paragraph:

Bonal was an authentic worker of the true Church of the poor. The poor, the little ones of the Gospel, in all their kinds of helplessness were the purpose of his preference and the invariable area of his activity. The least kind side of the society became the scenery of his life: sick, wounded, prisoners, those with scabies, mental patients, foundling children, abandoned people, without material resources nor moral protection, inside the Hospital; outside very insignificant little villages, simple and needy people. No canon of human efficacy, social influence or prestige could lead to the least temptation of vainglory. The darkness as atmosphere; the pain as daily bread; fatigue, poverty, contempt as inseparable companions, knead a life spent in the service to others. His being a Christian was without ornaments, difficult, solid, with deep evangelical roots and heroic Christian virtues. Follower of Jesus Christ, Bonal passed doing good (Acts 10:38), a lot of times to destinataries with flesh and bones, but for him almost without face or name, with very scarce possibilities of ostentatious gratitude. He scattered in the souls the seed of goodness, a far image of God; that seed, whose sower we forget, but who brings us to the source of all goodness. Precisely because of his very concrete way of insertion in the world, Bonal becomes a clear witness of God with an unequivocal style whose validity is permanent.
.

Let the time pass in His Presence contemplating, giving thanks, pleading…

Prudence
Prudence is the moral and supernatural virtue that prepares the reason for discerning in every circumstance the true good, choosing the most suitable means in order to get it, subordinating everything to the ultimate end. Therefore, its rule is not only the reason, but rather the reason enlightened by faith. We can say that the behaviour of the Servant of God was ruled by christian prudence. 

Fr. John found, in many people, a big necessity of being attended and healed at the level of the consciences; of finding the spiritual freedom that was lost; of achieving reconciliation with their Creator and Owner through the word and the grace granted in the absolution given in the name of God. And in this, there was really a burst of prudence and charity in his part. 

Prudence that guided Fr. John in each one of his actions and decisions helped him to keep peace within the soul, calmness, serenity. Modest prudence, kind, easy to be persuaded with good reasons, avoiding discussion and resentment among the others. Filled with understanding and mercy with the unfortunate, benefiting in everything the brother, all the brethren, without duplicity, without bias.

Sr. Soledad Lacalle, who entered the Congregation in 1929, when the solemn centenary of the death of Fr. John was celebrated, with whose circumstance she got many data of his life and virtue, tells us as regards prudence:

He was very prudent in everything. As Founder of the Congregation, he was the one who, with much tact and prudence, dealt with the Sitiada (Governing Body) of the Hospital the coming of the Sisters to Zaragoza. He acted with prudence when he brought Mother Maria Rafols as President of the Sisterhood, what was a very good idea. He moved away with prudence when the Sitiada banned him from confessing the Sisters.

However, he continued helping constantly the Sisterhood as much as he could, with heroic prudence, because he has to do it with secrecy, as the Sitiada did not only prevent him from confessing the Sisters but also from talking to them about matters of the Congregation. When his great prudence and the imposition of the Rulers did not allow him other thing, he held the Sisters in a spiritual way with his prayer and sacrifices (Summ., Test. 7, p. 361, 6).

Let the time pass in His Presence contemplating, giving thanks, pleading…

Justice
Justice, as supernatural moral virtue, is the will of giving to each one what belongs to him. It regulates, therefore, our duties with God and neighbour. This is a basic need for peace and wellbeing, for both individuals and societies.

Fr. John was always faithful to his duties with God. As it is recorded in the documentation, he was observant in the religious practices, who fulfilled faithfully the rules of the Church and looked always and in everything for God’s will.

Honest till becoming scrupulous, he stole nothing from the alms in his own favour, because he was convinced that it was sacred money.

Fr. John, faithful to his mission from youth, spared no time, sacrifice, energy or Desire in order to give to God, in a joyful way, what he received by grace and owed God. And God wanted to use him in order to carry out his plans.

Fr. John benefited with his works the sick of the Hospital; the needy who he found on his paths; the people who looked for peace of soul; but the driving force of his motivation transcends what is human, has its roots in his zeal for the glory of God, in his following of the Lord Jesus and his love for Mary. 

He felt sometimes driven to act in circumstances that could be considered as rash ones, but what moved his behaviour was the zeal for the cause of God and the good of the brethren.
He was very exact and of a great delicacy in his duties as Pasionero (priest who accompanied the sick in their sickness and death) in the Hospital.

Sr. Candida Ros also refers to this virtue so highlighted in Fr. Bonal and gives witness:

In one way his sense of justice was very great and in another his love for poverty, which he practised in everything; he lived in a poor way and he did not have demands neither in his food nor in his cloths and things of his personal use that were few what he needed, but for the others, out of charity and justice, he paid the salary that belonged to the men who accompanied him in his journeys and he also added some small monetary reward when they had rendered some extra service. Although some of his companions censured him due to the want of resources, Fr. John did not take it into account and he continued acting with the same charity and trusting in the divine Providence (Summ., Test. 13, p. 391, 5).

Let the time pass in His Presence contemplating, giving thanks, pleading…

Fortitude
The virtue of fortitude is a grace granted by God, which welcomed and exercised by men, assures firmness in the difficulties and perseverance in looking for good. It makes us able to overcome fear, even fear to death, and to face trials and persecutions; this is to say, it prepares for setting about and suffering in difficulties, with superhuman value, till renunciation and sacrifice of the own life for a just cause
: "My strength and my song is Yahweh, he has been my salvation" (Ps 118:14). "You will find tribulations in the world. But do not be afraid: I have overcome the world" (Jn 16:33). The help and nearness of the Lord will not lack for the one who collaborate with the grace, and it did not lack to Fr. John.

His life was a continuous exercise of christian fortitude, both to resist physically the exhausting works that he carried out from 1804, and to endure the separation from the Sisters that the Sitiada imposed on him, besides affronts, humiliations and slanders that fell on him.

He need a heroic fortitude on the ways begging for alms of kilometres and kilometres, in each one of the journeys in order to reach to hundreds of villages, some of them very small and without place to stay. Prolonged journeys, enduring the climatic changes of the four seasons, on a bad mount that caused frequently serious falls
. All that was accompanied by moral sufferings:  accusations, contempts and insults from his helper in the journey…
Patience and perseverance, so attached to fortitude, made them very clear in the day to day of Fr. John. Patience gave him such strength that he never told or wrote nothing against anybody or his disturbing companion. He suffered everything and, instead of making mountains and allowing himself to lose heart due to the difficulties, he endured them with fortitude remembering his Lord.

Sr. Pilar Torres also remembers what she listened to the Sisters in relation with the humiliations and sufferings of the Servant of God:
Fr. John suffered a lot, he was misunderstood. A regulation of the Sitiada banned him from confessing the Sisters and even from talking to them about things of the Sisterhood. He also had to exercise fortitude in the journeys because it was an exhausting work to what other moral sufferings were added, as the continuous harassment from one of his companions who judged negatively everything that the Father did. However, he suffered everything with a great fortitude, without complaining never from anything or anybody (Summ., Test. 3, p. 343).
Let the time pass in His Presence contemplating, giving thanks, pleading…

Temperance
The cardinal virtue of temperance minds the attraction to the sensitive pleasure and gives moderation in the use of the created goods. Pleasure is seductive and drags us beyond the just limits; it forces the soul to comply with the body, materializes the being, weakens the will for effort and every work that demand sacrifice.

Even when the condition may be good and the will may address to good, it is needed to be ruled by a just moderation governed by temperance in order not to commit excesses; the ungodly zeal can finish in exhaustion; the excessive indignation before an injustice would generate rage; the spectacular and rowdy joy would finish in dissipation.

In the document entitled Treatise of the Constitutions for the Brothers and Sisters of Charity, which seems be the one known as Booklet of Fr. John, which he himself brought from Barcelona and submitted to the Sitiada while establishing the admission agreements of the Fraternities, some rules are found related to the way of behaving the Brothers:

In food, drink, clothes and wards, the Brothers will try not to eat at inappropriate time, they will be allowed to take mid-morning snack, and at midday they will eat enough; the dinner will be moderate, and if it was a time of very serious sickness that they may be very busy and tired, they will be allowed to take something in the evening…
In the wards they will try to observe, not a strict silence, but rather a moderated sweetness and joy, and in a special way the Brothers will try not to talk to each other if it is not for the good of the sick, or some usefulness. This will be stressed during the time they are together like giving food, etc. The clothes will be decent, clean but without ornament (Summ., Doc. 71, Cap. 5º, p. 79).
In the Constitutions that he later gave to the Sisters it is clear the conviction of Fr. John as regards the need of temperance in order to keep the balance of the person in all his actions:

The Sisters, in order to keep the strength, which is very needed for attending the sick, will not be able to surrender so much to abstinence as others in other religions founded with other purpose; even so, they will live with much temperance, taking only what is needed in order to stand… (Summ., Doc. 72, Cap. 2º, p. 96).

It was very clear to him that the ardent impulses will never produce the continuity in the effort. And persistence is needed because perseverance is an evangelical virtue and every follower of Christ should practice it: “With your perseverance you will save your souls" (Lk 21: 19).
He went ahead in everything with the example; we know that he was always very austere at the moment of satisfying his needs. And in this as in the other virtues he was constant Turing his whole life, even though not everybody got to understand him in that behaviour.

He was also moderated in his words, without weighing the difficulties, without exaggerating the obstacles, the risks.

Although temperance as virtue is not used to be named, however, the Sisters remember that the old Sisters, while speaking about Fr. John, also stressed this virtue in him.
From tradition we know of his austere and sacrificing life for the good of others, without granting himself rest for attending the fund-raisings in favour of the Hospital, for his hours confessing as a new priest of Ars, for his solicitude with the sick above all the mental ones, etc. (Summ., Test. 1, p. 334, 9).

The life of Fr. Bonal was filled with austerity, service, tiredness, contempt, surrender; he forgot about his good thinking only in the good of others.

He does not receive other human compensation than the duty accomplished and the satisfaction of being at the service of God in the poor (Summ., Test. 5, p. 352, 11).
Let the time pass in His Presence contemplating, giving thanks, pleading…

Poverty
Fr. John had few things and he was in his journeys without them. This, and his sharing with the poor, is a proof of evangelical poverty in the one who could have enjoyed of a more comfortable life. But the same meanness of men helped him to give extraordinary proofs of his love for poverty and austerity, practising them regularly and generously. It is incomprehensible how the Hospital could keep his salary, while he continued in an amazing work and very useful to the unfortunate Hospital.

What he thought about poverty it is shown with what he advised to the Sisters and Brothers in the Treatise of the Spiritual Constitutions that, at the beginning of the Fraternities, served them as orientation in their spirit and daily living:

… our whole trust has to be in God, working and fulfilling our duties He will give us what is needed, says the Gospel: showing this with the experience of the Iris and the Birds. The good Father never abandons the son, the greatest of the fathers will not give us a snake if we ask him for bread, tell us the Sacred Scripture. Let us throw ourselves and all our cares to God and He will nourish us tells David: and the same Prophet says that he has not seen the just helpless and his children begging (Summ., Doc. 71, Cap. 4º, p. 78).

Saint Francis of Assisi said: God is all my richness; the one who has God, lacks nothing, said Saint Mother Teresa and added: the one who wants to have own pocket is not good to be a Soldier of Jesus Christ, rather we have to be afraid of him as of Judas. You will not have the heart in God if you want to possess gold and silver, because it comes from faith that where your treasure is your heart is. Brothers and Sisters will try not to have money, not to receive donation without permission of the Superiors and will try not to ask them money living of common life as it is supposed. They will get used to say handkerchief of the House without saying my handkerchief, etc, showing that they have nothing and lastly they will try that the rooms and everything breathe poverty (Ibid., pp. 78-79).
Sr. Flor Godoy, who studied deeply and spread with fervour the life and virtues of Fr. John, both in Spain and Colombia where she lived for several years, says what she knows through tradition:

Tradition transmits us outstanding traits of this beautiful virtue. He lived poor and died poor and above all he lived for the poor of Christ, whom he saw in them. He renounced his patrimony, a brilliant career, he renounced honours and dignities. The poor were his richness to whom they loved with tenderness forgetting about himself and even giving them his things in order to help them […] among the sick he had preference for the mental ones because he saw them with more need (Summ., Test. 1, p. 334, 12 - 335).
He dressed in a poor way and he gave sometimes his own clothes to the poor. His room was poor both in the Hospital and in Salz Shrine, in the austere and humble room where he moved in order to dedicate himself to pray and prepare and arrange his journeys.

Our Fr. John Bonal truly was a poor among the poor and he found his satisfaction in serving and helping them (Ibid., p. 335).
Let the time pass in His Presence contemplating, giving thanks, pleading…

Chastity
Holiness of the Church is fostered in a special way through the numerous advices that the Lord proposes in the Gospel so as to be observed by his disciples. Among them it is highlighted the precious gift of the divine grace granted by the Father to some people (Cf. Mt 19,11; 1 Cor 7,7) in order to be consecrated only to God with a heart that in the virginity or celibacy, is kept indivisible more easily (1 Cor 7,32-34)
.
Fr. John, who loved God with his whole heart and surrendered himself totally and with abnegation to the fulfilment of his own duties, not only the ones with the Hospital, but also those that, by his generosity with God and his love to the neighbour, he imposed to himself, had raised in his life two strong pillars that may defend his chastity. If to loving God and fidelity to his duties we add austerity, poverty, hope of a future beside God, His closeness experienced in this life by seeing Him in the brethren, and his deep love to Mary, we can assure that he was very faithful in keeping chastity.

Sr. Flor Godoy expresses:
An ardent charity, a deep faith and a hope so secure seem demand an angelic chastity. I have no data from tradition about this virtue, but if Fr. John had had some kind of failure against it those who made him suffer a lot with accusations to the Sitiada had not had omitted this. Not the slighter suspicion appears in whatever is related to him. His great humility kept his angelic purity (Summ., Test. 1, p. 334, 11).

Sr. Soledad Madrid, who lived almost her whole religious life in missions in India, where she sowed knowledge and love for our Founders and the imitation of their virtues, writes:

He was accused of many things that now come back in his favour, but his behaviour was such related to chastity that nobody ever dared attribute to him the smaller speck in this point. I do not know, in this matter, any concrete fact in the life of Fr. Bonal; I will only add that in the Constitutions that he gave to the Sisterhood he says, referring to chastity, that the Sisters have to live with great watch in order to keep unharmed such a precious treasure. This makes us think that he would also live vigilante (Summ., Test. 5, p. 352, 13).

Let the time pass in His Presence contemplating, giving thanks, pleading…

Meekness and Humility
Meekness and humility agreed with the other virtues that, in the doing of Fr. John came from his charity and made it clearer and closer. They are two virtues that the pagans did not know. According to them, and for many unbelievers today, meekness means cowardice, shyness, weakness; humility is something servile, despicable.

Fr. John knew how to listen to the advice of the Master: 
“… learn from me, as I am meek and humble of heart; and you will find rest for your souls" (Mt 11:29), he put it into practice walking on his footsteps, and this gave him an unshakeable serenity before slanders, sorrows and difficulties.

Meekness, referred to temperance, requires self-control in order to stop the movements of anger and fit before the defects, weakness or bad intentions of the neighbour, trying to excuse them or to play them down. Before the slanders he provides with forgiveness, and while judging others, benevolence. It is shown that Fr. John lived this virtue when, accusing Sanclemente before him their companions, he answered with benevolence: “let it be”, (Summ., Doc. 150-B, p. 186) meaning not to give importance to what does not have it.
Meekness prevents and moderates anger, suffers with patience the weakness of the neighbour and treats him with kindness. He advises it in relation to the sick and other people in the first Constitutions for the Brothers and Sisters:

The Brothers will try, then, to show themselves affable, charitable, humble and sweet with the anguished poor, treating them with love and respect. When they see some addicts that will be treated with more charity and scolded with sweetness and they will try to pray everyday for them… (Summ., Doc. 71, Cap. 6º, p. 79).

The witnesses present testimonies of the humility and meekness of Fr. Bonal, received from tradition; some of them, from his relatives.
His great humility, his generous spirit and his uprightest motivation were shown when he was separated from the Hospital and from that Sisterhood that he formed, for whose coming he was mediator with the Board of the Hospital. He accepted humbly the separation, and continued helping them with prudence in whatever he can (Summ., Test. 4, p. 346).
Because he was truly humble he could endure humiliations, contempts and slanders that along several years of his life he had to suffer. He never complained or blamed somebody; he never showed resentment in his behaviour, but rather he treated everybody with goodness and meekness, even those who offended him (Summ., Test. 5, p. 352, 15).
They insist in affirming that his humility was with humiliations, so much tested and constant. It was not like the humility of those who want to appear as humble ones bowing the head with delicacy, in order to show better the crown.

He was very humble; he did everything without noise, without attracting attention. When some humiliations came, he never opposed them, but rather he endured them out of love to God and without giving importance, because what was his does not have importance.
He treated with respect not only to the Superiors. No word was ever listened against somebody or those who persecuted and slandered him. On the occasion of these slanders he humbly told to the Sitiada that if his works were not useful for the Hospital, at the least hint he would go away in order not to harm the good of the sick (Summ., Test. 7, p. 362, 13).
He was affable and kind in his treatment with everybody, leaving people in peace with God and with themselves. He always exhorted everybody around him to faith and hope. Tradition kept, and I heard like this in the Noviciate for several times, that Fr. John suffered a lot by seeing that people suffer, above all the sick, but he kept serenity and peace in every moment (Summ., Test. 13, p. 392).
Let the time pass in His Presence contemplating, giving thanks, pleading…

(((
All this contemplation of the virtues of Fr. John, which we know that he lived up to heroism, can be summarized in these beautiful and meaningful paragraphs written by Fr. Ignacio Tellechea:
We kept his books-register in which entries are settled, sometimes few coins and even a handful of wheat. It is the laconic language of the numbers. And we also have a handful of letters from the journey: there is nothing on them of literature, of phrases about the scenery, of description of the people whom he met. They are a basic mirror of his effort, of joy held before the alms he gathered, of troubles, of disappointments and other proofs, even affronting. He does not look for himself; he does not praise himself. His desire is the others, the Other. Thousands of thousands of coins passed through his hands for the Hospital. He got his modest salary sometimes with two years of delay, the same than his beloved Sisters. His was a life fully for others
.
What is not seen or registered is more important than what is seen. He was a man of action, not a man of speeches. But, which is the secret of his action? Through his work patient, constant, monotonous we can discover his intimate and hidden secret, his hours of solitude, of capacity for sacrifice, of prayer, of walker, of union and service to God. Walking through many inhospitable and uninhabited spots he had long hours for meditation and prayer, without outbursts or whispers, enduring the inclemencies of the weather in high mountain ranges, the wind and the snow, and sometimes the negligence and contempt of the human beings. How to face such a life without allowing himself to be guided by faith, hope and charity, the three queen virtues and by fortitude, patience, temperance? His work is the best screen of his inner secret
.

The way of following the Lord Jesus of Fr. John is extended today to the five continents through the hands and heart of the Sisterhood founded by him and that, consolidated and blessed by the Church, tries to actualize the spirit and charism inherited from the Servant of God and to make it a reality among the suffering people of the numerous poverties of today, sharing life and mission with the Laity of Saint Anne Family.
Make yours today, in a special way, the prayer that asks for the Canonization of Fr. John.

May, like him, you be a reflection of God’s love and mercy in your Community, in your daily being and doing, with whom you meet every day.

Lord, our God,

who chose the Venerable John Bonal

to proclaim with his word and life,

that your tenderness is immense,

that your mercy is always greater

than human misery,

and that you give yourself 

to the poor and the little ones

with a singular predilection.

We beseech you

to obtain for us,

through his intercession

and for his glorification,

the grace we now ask of you…

Help us

to follow his footsteps,

be daring and humble,

strong and joyful,

self-giving and kind,

serving and loving

all our brethren.

AMEN
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