162 Death Anniversary of M. Maria Rafols

August 30th, 2015

INTRODUCTION LITURGY OF THE HOURS
Hoy nos presentamos ante nuestro Dios con agradecimiento de hijas. Que en este Año de la Vida Consagrada y cada día de nuestra vida, Él nos conceda ser, como Madre María Rafols, expresión de su Amor y de su Misericordia.
We start our praise to God in this day, by making grateful memory of the life of Mother Maria Rafols, who, day by day, answered God’s call to be Universal Charity through the practice of Hospitality.
She went on losing her life in this way: esteeming the person, loving without limits, welcoming with detail, aware of the needs of others, available for any kind of service, being a maker of unity, peace and fraternity… So, she shaped our congregational style.
We come today before our God with gratitude of daughters. May in this Year of Consecrated Life and every day of our life, He grant us to be, as Mother Maria Rafols, expression of his Love and Mercy.

PETITION IN THE LITURGY OF THE HOURS
In this day of celebration, we thank our God for the life of Mother Maria Rafols, and for the life of each Sister, and Laity of St. Anne’s Family who, by living the congregational Charism, Spirit and Mission, want to be expression of God’s Love and Mercy.

We remember, in a special way, the Sisters and Laity of the Province of Mother Rafols in Central America.

May Mother Maria Rafols, Charity of God, accompany always our journey to love and serve “with the greatest care, with full detail, with all love”.

INTRODUCTION OF THE EUCHARIST
We are convoked today by the thanksgiving prayer to God for the life of Mother Maria Rafols, who honoured God with her lips and with her whole heart, and surrendered herself to her Sisters and brethren “with the greatest care, with full detail, with all love”.

And she surrendered herself in this way, for almost 50 years, to the children of the Foundling Homes of Zaragoza and the Marcy House of Huesca; to the sick of Our Lady of Grace Hospital; to the wounded people in the Independence War; to her Community Sisters; to the staff with whom she worked and even to the members of the Governing Board of this Hospital, also in the prison and in the exile.

Mother Maria Rafols loved God with her whole heart, and she was expression of his Love and Mercy.
We remember in our prayer today, in a special way, the Sisters and Laity of the Province of Mother Rafols, every Sister of the Congregation and the St. Anne’s Family in the five Continents.
In this Year of Consecrated Life, let us thank the gift of her life in a special way, in order to continue living the day to day with passion as Mother Maria Rafols did, and to embrace the future with hope, sure of her intercession before the Lord.
PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL
· We pray for the Pope Francis, the Bishop _______, priests and deacons. May through the intercession of Mother Maria Rafols, they always honour God with their lips and with their hearts. LET US PRAY
· We pray for peace in the world. May, as Mother Maria Rafols, always be men and women willing to make it possible, committed with the welfare of the people. LET US PRAY
· We pray for those who suffer from any kind of wants. May, through the intercession of Mother Maria Rafols, they be accompanied in their pain and need. LET US PRAY
· We pray for every Sister of the Congregation and for the Laity of Saint Anne’s Family. May, as Mother Maria Rafols, we love God with the whole heart and so, be expression of his Love and Mercy with our Sisters and brethren. LET US PRAY
· We pray for those who are called to Consecrated, Priestly and Missionary Life. May, according to the example of Mother Maria Rafols, they answer God’s call with trust and be Good News in our world. LET US PRAY
· We pray for the Sisters, benefactors, those who we served, family members, friends… who accompany our congregational journey, already in God’s Presence. LET US PRAY
· We pray for each one of us. May, together with Mother Maria Rafols, we live looking for and loving God’s will, and surrendering to our neighbour “with the greatest care, with full detail, with all love”. LET US PRAY
