186 Death Anniversary of Fr. John Bonal

August 19th, 2015
INTRODUCTION LITURGY OF THE HOURS
We are convoked today to a thanksgiving prayer for the life of Fr. John Bonal, servant of God, who lived faith, hope and charity in heroic degree.

He accompanied to live and to die in a good way; he offered the peace that only comes from High; he fed and dressed the one who was hungry and the one who was naked of bread and of God; he visited and comforted the sick and the prisoners… making reality the words of Jesus in this way: “What you did for one of these little ones, you did it to me”.

We thank today his life united to each Sister of the Congregation and to each Laity of St. Anne’s Family, especially those of the Province of Fr. John Bonal, in India.
In this Year of Consecrated Life and always, may we live discovering the same Jesus in our Sisters and brethren, as he lived.
PETITION LITURGY OF THE HOURS
In this day of celebration, we thank God for the life of Fr. John Bonal, poured out in each Sister, in each Laity of St. Anne’s Family who, by living the congregational Charism, Spirit and Mission, follow the Lord Jesus, as he did.

We remember in a special way the Sisters and Laity of the Province of Fr. John Bonal in India.

May Fr. John Bonal, servant of God, accompany always our journey to be, as him, gesture of God’s merciful love.

INTRODUCTION OF THE EUCHARIST
Holiness is a continuous searching for God, the total yes to His will through the heroic living of all the virtues. It is the case of Fr. John Bonal.

He always lived looking for God’s Face, loving Him with all the heart, renouncing to success that could give him a great satisfaction from the human point of view, till focusing himself completely in following the Lord Jesus, living Universal Charity through the practice of Hospitality, in his concrete and daily surrender to the sick, the poor and the needy of God. And Fr. John did it “with the greatest care, with full detail, with all love”.

Today we are convoked, together with every Sister of the Congregation and the Laity of Saint Anne’s Family in the five continents, the thanksgiving prayer to God for the life of our Fr. John. We pray in special way for the Sisters and Laity of the Province that has his name in India.

May, like him, we live always looking for God’s Face and Will in our daily being and doing, going about, as the Master and Lord, doing good.

In this Year of Consecrated Life, let us thank the gift of his life in a special way, in order to continue living the day to day with passion as Fr. John did, and to embrace the future with hope, sure of his intercession before the Lord.
PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL
· We pray for the Pope Francis, our Bishop ______ and all the priests so that, according to the example of Fr. John, they may be faithful Shepherds of the People of God. LET US PRAY

· We pray for the people who work for peace so that, as Fr. John, they may not lose hope and know themselves always hold and strengthen by God. We pray in special way for the countries and people punished by war and violence. LET US PRAY
· We pray for those who suffer material and spiritual wants so that, through the intercession of Fr. John, they may receive words and gestures of help and support in their specific situation. LET US PRAY

· We pray for each Sister of the Congregation and for the Laity of St. Anne’s Family so that, according to the example of Fr. John, we may be mediation of God’s Love. LET US PRAY

· We pray for those whom we serve so that, through the mediation of Fr. John Bonal, they may receive all what they need “with the greatest care, with full detail, with all love”.

· We pray for those who feel called to the Consecrated, Priestly or Missionary Life so that, through the intercession of Fr. John, they may live themselves accompanied in their discernment and decision. LET US PRAY

· We pray for all of us so that, in this Year of Consecrated Life and always, we may live looking for God’s will, as Fr. John. LET US PRAY 

