220 Birth Anniversary of Our Congregation

of Sisters of Charity of Saint Anne

28th of December of 2023
INTRODUCTION Liturgy of the Hours

In this Season of Christmas, Season of God-with-us, we are convoked by the praise and the thanksgiving prayer to God for our 220 years of congregational history, through the exercise of Charity and the proclamation of the Gospel, as our Founders lived. 
Mother Maria Rafols, Father John Bonal and the First Sisters answered faithfully to God, loved Him “with all soul, all strength and all heart”, and began to write, with their lives surrendered to the poorest and neediest of their time, our history of Universal Charity through the practice of Hospitality to the point of heroism.

With deep gratitude to God for the gift of our Congregation to the Church, we ask Him for the grace of continuing interweaving our congregational history by living centered in Him, forming living Communities which are joyful witness of fraternity, listening to the clamours of those who suffer, and being proclamation and gesture of His Mercy.

PETITION Liturgy of the Hours

· We thank God for our Charismatic Family in which Sisters and Laity follow the Lord Jesus as our Founders, and where we share charism, spirit and mission. May we live faithful to the legacy of Mother Maria Rafols and Father John Bonal, and be in this way channel of the Presence of God-with-us, from a life surrendered “with the greatest care, with full detail, with all love”. Let us pray
INTRODUCTION EUCHARIST

All of us are convoked by the thanksgiving prayer to God for the gift of our Congregation of Sisters of Charity of Saint Anne to the Church, already 220 ago.
We were born, in the Season of Christmas and at the feet of Our Lady of Pillar, with a new style of religious life, expression and ferment of Charity through the practice of Hospitality.

We gave our first steps, adoring God newly born and suffering, in Our Lady of Grace Hospital. 
Mother Maria Rafols, Father John Bonal and our First Sisters poured out the balm of Universal Charity in the wounded lives of many people in need of consoling presence, of house, of health, of dignity, of education, of hope.

They were heroic in what is daily and in what is extraordinary, between the walls of the Hospital and in the battlefield, at the feet of a bed and claiming for better conditions of life for the most vulnerable ones, in their service and in their 
Today, following their example, our Charismatic Family retake the maternal protection of Our Lady of Pillar, pleading her protection and help to continue making possible the mission of our Congregation: to be, before each man and woman, visible signs of the kingdom, through the exercise of Charity and the explicit proclamation of the Gospel.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL
· For the Church, the People of God. In this Jubilee period, may reconciliation, conversion and a renewed encounter with God be lived intensely. Let us pray to the Lord.

· For our Pope Francis, our Bishop…, priests and deacons. May the experience of the joy of God-with-us make of them Good News of faith, hope and love for everybody. Let us pray to the Lord.
· For Peace in the world, in our families and in our communities.  For the leaders of the nations and for those who assume the service of government.  May the forgetfulness of their own self interest, and the commitment for the common good and with the most vulnerable people, make possible the universal fraternity. Let us pray to the Lord.

· For those who are victims of natural disasters, violence, injustice and economic crisis; for the innocents and their right to life; for the sick and those who are lonely; for the refugees and the migrants; for the battered children. May they find people committed with their pain, generators of life and hope. Let us pray to the Lord.

· For the youth. May they discover God incarnated in the events of the daily life, and may there be persons who respond generously and with joy the call to live priestly, consecrated and missionary life. Let us pray to the Lord.
· For our Charismatic Family in which Sisters and Laity share the same charism, spirit and mission. May we live faithfully the heritage of Mother Maria Rafols and Fr. John Bonal.  Let us pray to the Lord.
· For all those whom we serve and for those who share with us life and task. May they experience each day the blessings of God, through our being and doing of Sisters of Charity of St. Anne. Let us pray to the Lord.
· For all our Sisters, benefactors, family members and friends who accompanied the daily journey of our Congregation and now enjoy the presence of God in heaven. Let us pray to the Lord.
· For all of us, convoked in thanksgiving prayer to God for the gift of our Congregation to the Church. May the Good News of the Incarnation of the Son of God, continue leading us to love and serve everybody “with greatest care, with full detail and with all love”, and we may be in this ways channel of the Presence of God with us. Let us pray to the Lord.

