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FOREWORD

The inscrutable ways of Divine PFrovidence permit
ndividuals and whole comtries to be sometinges shaken by
frightful stoyms, In this way God intends bolh o prurify
and exercise them in the practice of salid virtues, which
give them an opportunizy to show super-human qualities.
daragosa, besieged by the armies of Napoleon, attained the
heights of glory and the well-deserved titles of Heroic and
Iromnoetal,

During those epie events the servant of God, Mather
Maria Fafols, came out of her olecuriey 1o become an
angel of charity, God had painstaliangly prepared her for
a providential mision, and now He wished her o share
in the colossal sulfevings of her meterland, He sent he
a8 messenger of His love in those days of hate and selfishness,

She went aliou: bringing a vemedy oo all Imiieries,
sweetening all pains and upholding the morale of the
citizens of Zavagora, awthenric hevoos of l.::g-:m:'l._

Her main field of action was a Lomos and  anelen
Hespital. Yet when it became too narrow for the Jargeness
of her love, she converted the martyred city inte » huge
hospital, setting uz ficld-dressing stations in the streets
nnel scptiering cvi rywhere the viches of her sparitual wealih,
Bhe became o universal mother, stareling  diligently
for food and shelter for her innemerable sons, bBegaing for
Bread and lavishly pouring all kind of comfort on the sorely-
tred citizens. The bullets sped past skimndug over her
habit, shells burst inte her eacs while she advanced ta-
wards the encmy's camp in seavch of help for her poor
Nick, dying of starvation. Nothing could stop her, for
love is stronger than death,

Her zeal was communicated w her deughrers who closely
followed her steps. She saw nine of them Galling i the
brgach, one by one, victims of elarity, ver her large heart




was not dismayed, Her unyielding courage and marvellous
love had such power of perswasion that even :n.':-u:.;l_} .chm-.-m-
ters swrrendered to her, charmed by her affabikivy and
Yindness, and they fmally opened up to God’s grace that
had been oTeed to them through her.

Vears went by, Tmpicus men with BT g 1::-:Inl1-:x el
criminal daggers, fearing nothing not even m_-:rlﬂcgm:, sk
ot fire Chuasches and assassinated defenceless religneus men,
She was by then a woo well-known figure o be spared by
thelr relentless hatred. They simed ot her as the clde
victim of their mean vindictiveness. The ot her ﬂtl' Ll
poor, Lhe kind and cxemplary sister Tad L:!{“:jn.:]‘-lt':l.l.'.-:.!
imprisonimenl and banishment, To her many merlts was
added the ceown destined to those who suffer persecution
for justice’ sake.

Later still, in the peaceful ahade of her dear Hospital,
she comsecrased the remainder of her I'.-:-ng life and her
aetivities in eatablishing and stvengthening the Ehmg;r..:gn-
tion of Sisters of Charity, They were to preserve her charizm.
They had heen trained in her own schoel and had becorne
heirs of her own spirit, They were ready to continue her
mission of heroic charity to the extenl of ﬂﬁcl':lr;g:', in the
yenrs to come, the holocaust of their lives for the neighlour,
She died in the same Hospital where she had '.:ﬂz-f":-u.:rc:l fqlw
move thar hall s century, ver she lived on. Her mision did
qot end with her death, ¥When new dangers Inom on the
hotizen of the motherland, when dark clouds cover t.h-:
blue end bright sky of her country, Just wlu::n_ 'L.Iu: enemies
ol the countey abm at its destruction, the eves of the belicwers
turn o Mother Rafols, Her image becomes a vaiin=bo -:::i:'
peace, “the enly ray of hope in the past stormy years,
a3 some one wrote expressively i the album of pilgrims
who visic her bawial place. Ilis Grace the Archhishop of
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Walencia wrote in the same album, “Her example has had
a decizive influener in the uplift of the religiows spiric on
the coumtry,'

Boon 1t was g appens how rue (R sitement was, The
pivil war came with allits horrers, Young men foll in great
murthers. In those hows of agony, a2 mucly s in the dayvs of
the sieges of Faragoza, Mother Ratols ence more offered
light and protectioa, The young vecruits invoked her b2
moments of greatest danger, They carvied her pictures
fthe number of plotures distributed rose ta several millicna)
o their chest, and gladly proclaimed, wiht the certainty
of evidence, hew valuable and efficacious her interces-
sion had been. They nicknamed her “scare-bullets,"

Captivated by the charm of her noble character and well-
peeted victue, aad by the ot beputy and atteactivensss
of this natictal figure, whose exemplary life sprung from
her unselfishme:ss, we undertook che work of weiting  her
life. We went to study it in the environment in which it had
been lived, VWe wished o see her as her -::|r:||.1|":|'|'|]‘.u:l.|'."|.|:':it“-‘i
#aw her,

We had not o go far into the past, Bhe belonged o our
ot fimes. Bhe died in che middle of the last century, In
the centenary celelvations of the glorious sieges we could
wtill see pisters, venerable by their age, who had lived to-
gother with their respected Foundress, We could perceive
atill, in the reviews pod news-papers where her deeds were
foded, the arcma of her virtues as it repched ua for it was
wot far from cur trmes, We consulted archives, questboning
i thelr calm trustworthiness  the Tacis exrpareaced with
mgenuity and cransparency and preserved with unfailing
poCuracy.

Thanks Lo these intimace confidences we came to know
o the character of ow heroine developed and was pre-
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pared for her task, We discovered the Leneliclal nthence
{hat her exterior beluvour, upright and pelite, had oy the
painful times she had to live,

Yo, the sudy of these doowments was not suflicient to
reconstruct the atmesphere which so decisively influenced
the saul of the servant of God. We visited places familiar
1o her, with devation we contemnplated the oljects she had
vsed, admiving the great paverty she had chosen as a pillar
of her Congregation, We walked along the same corridovs
of the Hospiral of Our Lady of Grace to be able to caprure
the soumd and hagmeny of that delighful and fectile silence
so greatly admired by her daughters, W sat on 1y reugh
henches as she had dene in the hours of her frugal meals.
We seered even to ssell the smeking garlie soup of which
the acts of the Sitada spenk. We were led 1o imagine her
s the small and seeluded stitching-reom surrounded by
her daughters who were eager to selish the heavenly manna
of her instructions, e full of wisdom, of uperion and of
charity. We heavd, above all, the narratives of her daughters
notin the freedom and inaccuracy of a famiiiar conversa-
ticn, but in the precise language and seriouimnes of the
Trilmal, concerned with the introduetion of the Chrelinary
Process, set up in Zaragoza in 1926 and transfipved o
Rome in February 1027,

These accounts were not taken from anonymous doo-
ments, bt they had been heard, with all vividness of detail,
from those whe had beest eve-witnesses and comtemporarics
of the servant of God. We pernsed these precious accounts
i cle Dialian translation of the sald Process, ]:n."l:t'l.ti:d.
in Reme.

Trt this manzer we have uaearshed seerets that the jealous
hand of time was keeping away from publicity, They
peveal the main features of the spivitualily ol Mother
Rafols,

MD_II:'D'-:"C_I.' Wi .!i,el.d. the pleasure and spiritual comfort of
kneeling i the Church and baleonies of the Hospital, of
ﬂ?nr.cmp]ming and wvenerating  the images and ﬁ-ml-;uxd
picturea she loved to venerate, trving while Inaki nz at them
b penebrace the recesses of her intimate converse with I:}c;d
e Buree and mspiraticn in all her wm-:lmﬁ:.lnuhi:?-:nmls:

We must warn the reader that this is not a pastime book
not even a devotional hoak for souls in []_um-l;.‘ of Lot I:.u:
a book of Listorical research for these in quest of authenti-
Gy It may tum out o be arid reading bat ic has tJIu:
Imeomparable advantage of a book which, theugh strippeld
of all drapery of imagination and peetry, offers the stark
realivy of trus Faos, -

In chiz way vee hope to conibute o the greater glovy
of God, ever wonderlu! in His saints, and to the service of
the metherland, prolific mother of heroes and saints, which
had the henour of numbering her among her dear chilidren,

Tarazona, on the Peast of Peatecos:, 1948,

A
1 Ben however Translatar's Prefae,




TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE

The original Spanish book was weitten to satisfy the
nead for awthenticivy, Often the lives of saints and heross
arg disligured with aceretions and exaggerations, as if to
prove the greamess of some historizal kgures we oughl
to toke them awav fron history and reality and even
fromy verisimlitude.

The preatness of Mother Ralols resz on whae she was,
not in what she did, Thiz wanslation-adaptation of the
original work of a learned Chrondcler aims at both authenti-
city ‘and this has been successfully secured by the author)
andl edification. The translation containe practically all the
nareatives anal relialle information supplicd by the original
work, the adaptation aims at pointing out how in the
events, aotiond, words, desives of the prolagonist of this
epie we have an incarnation of her spirit and charism, of
her pifts of nabure and of grace, of her viclues and BARCLibY,
Morveover, they reveal the distinctive features of the ideal
she ogweebveld  sod wepnted to Lie lu‘:r;:rlu:'.il!{l i the
Cengregation she founded,

To do full juiice o hiztay the historian must show
“what iz going o in what has happened®”. Chronicles
pive the factz, History the Geets and their ]:||.1.1‘:.|'1:|‘."l.‘:l.':|.1i1:l]'|..
imtentions, aims.  Chromicles alm at awchenticity  and
truch, Flistery sims st crath and edification, instruction
and inspiration, Yes, inspiration has been the aim of this
adaptalion,

T have corrected the style and purged it of its repetitious
paragraphs, inflated sentences and triumphalism, charae
teriatic of the times and peoples for whom the author weole,
Expressions which are foreipn to the sober Saxon wava of
gxpression. and structure have been put in chaste and
comcise shyle,




If this adapiation of a valuable book succeeds in peosent-
in!:; Slcther Marie Bafnls a8 the incarpation of the charism
of HEROMC CHARTTY, and the embediment of the
spiritual  docirine of e CONBTTTUTTONS, it has
achicved il purpeode,

I wish chat thizs book should be like a companion bock
e another one entitled UUME VALUES THAT CON-
FORM US TO THE IMAGE OF A SISTER OF CRHA-
RITY OF 8T, ANNE" which contains a sumumery of the
Constitvtions. In the wreitten Constiotions we have the
letter and prescriptions, inoa wond, the body of the insti-
tution. In the prosent Biography we wish to captare the
animating spirit anul driving force that inspired and et in
metion the erganisation of ther remarkable Ssterhood,

Novice and Junior sisters, to whean thiz book 8 levingly
dedicated, on golng throwgh the pages of the Riography
will compleie their reiigious training. The pravers,
admenition:, Jetrections aned practices of the aovitiate
and pmiorale, amung ac the vadersianding of the charism
and distinctive features of the Congregation, will acquire
a new light and provide an insight when they see that
charism and those features incaimate and operacive, living
ancl breathing in the evendul life of the 3other Fougdress,
They become ‘.l'ﬁ:'-i.l".":lg annl efTective and can bring to them,
“an acquisition for ever,' which is the purpose of the
novitiate and juniorste taining.

Lo s may Beon hope chat this ook will Inspire TRETYY Yoy
girls, novices and juniors o follow the pathe of HEROTC
CHARDILY, Tor cven heroism cas T vrught, learned and
eventually  nenuited, a5 something we  sincerely  and
tlesperately want,

Herry Pascoas O 8.1

MOTHER MARIA RAFOLS




CEHLAFTER |

T THE LAND THAT 1 WILL 8HOW YO0
Gn 12,]

I. The hirth of a Congregation

Religions life is a type of Christian life followed by a
group of people who wish to show upambigucusly
that s, in waords and in deeds znd in che whols
arientation of their lives, cthat GOD IS THEIR
ENOUGH. Itis a way ol expressing love, and the
love it expresses i love of God, Who alone is man's
Yenough.

A religious Congregation is born when the charism
ol the Founder infuses inta a spiritual family some of
Christ’s own zeal, lowve and spirit, to be rendered visible
in a particular area of apestolate. Its development
follows the stages of growth to maturiey in Christian
lifiz: bariks, .I.I-il]'.lt'i}i]'.l'l:l i!‘l._‘|r1_:|-'i|'|:'|:|_'¢|_|,:i-:_'}]]I first communion.
A religions Congregadon is haptized when it is given
its name and acquires status in the local Chiarch where
it was barn, It is confirmed when that way of life js
sealed by papal brief and chartered for the ministry
of the universal Church, Tt receives is ficst communion
when the Congregation shares in the mystery of
Christ’s suffering and death, and the bond of charicy
binding the Congregation to the mystical Bady of
Christ is congpicuously showen in the surrender of the
[?ﬂ!:gl‘t‘giilim: to ever more universal brotherly love.

We wish o study the life of Mother Maria Rafols in
order to find in it the chavism that God theough her
gave to His Church, This is the reason why we begin
her life not with hee birth but with the fivst manifesta-
tion of her charism at the birth of the Congregation
she founded.

]




It was towards the end of December 1804, A mesien-
ger had just arrived at the gates of the Hospital ol
Cwur Lady of Grace in Zaragoza. He was the bearer ol
a letter to their Bxcellencies, the regents of tha st
famous Institution, The letter carvied the signature al
Kev. John Bonal, a pricst of Catalonia, announcing
the asrival of two socictics, one of Brothers iu-.f_! the
other of Sisters, who were to mke charge of the au;l:;l ol
the Hospital, The Body of regents which bore Ilim_Ut]u
of “The illustrioss Sitiada’™ had finally had their wishes
fulfilled.

Those excellent men had willingly made themselves
fathers to the poor. With sorrow in their heart they
had witnessed the wretched manner in which paicl
servants were looking after the sick, They had been
cager to make those dear patients feel the warm and
vivifying breath of charity. _Eui only hearts deveted to
very high ideals could offer such help,

[ransactions on both sides had been slow and diffi-
cult. Finally, as if led by divine inspiration, they came
upen an apostle of charity, Fr. Ju]}u Bonal. T].m man
of God came to live for a month in the Hospital and
saw with his awn eves how things were developing, and
after several meetings with the Sitiada, they agreed
upoen certain basic conditions, He set out hack to Cata-
lonia in search of valuable help,

¥, A solemn entrance

They are now on the scene, In that historical evening
of December 28th, 1804, the regents with maifest
satisfaction gave the final orders, and the many :-wl.t-rk:m's
of that charitable instimution went and came finishing
things to the last detail. Yet, in some faces there was

the shadow of an ill-concealed worryl, Easy going
nature shrinks from heing ruled by the spirir,

The news had come 1o the knowledge of the prople.
The citizens of Zaragoza had great love for thas vene-
rable institution. They had seen in it the reflection of
their neble and generaus soul. They were Tully aware

of the greatness of that multi-purpese, charitable
and secualar inacitution.

They came now in large numbers to fill the imposing
Church and the central court of the magnificent build-
ing, in order to catch a glimpse of the solemn entrance
of those heroes of charity, and attend ta their reception,
Their joy was indeseribable, since the keen perception
el the people had discovered that the Sitiada’s Tatest
arrangement was the anly remedy o stay the deterio-
rating process of the Hospital which they loved so well
and of which they rightly felt prou,

The building was set up opposite to the Cross of the
Coso, between the Coso street and the Hospital street,
and occupied a full block of buildings.*

! Informeation given by the Siviada to ke visitors of the laly Heapital,
dlated April 2Hih 1E1G, ¥|-:ﬁ|li:s.| Archive, burulle po, G236,

1 The building was begun under the aasoices of thie '||"":.|'."|_| whn
fe 1425 bogglr E:I‘inr S Hlorins the lsouss of Sines el Apucro, Kin
Mlﬂll'.'ﬂlull Y took this fousdatleon uncer his watechion ancd n||_'||.:|_||.;;:|ﬂ
Ly prestige by grantiag (1 che privilege of dizplayicg in o uidgue Blazon
the motte “ORES BT ORELS" T aipilal OF THE CITY AND OF
THE WIORLLY, (See commeidatory letiers of 1he cellcetors of alms of

thio koly Heepital, Arckive of the 5E Anne Movitiate,] The s King
pncoswed it with rich gilis, and established 3 body of cepenta, ing
thee right of peomination for himaelf, He alio reseryed to himself the

right ol visitation, which he pactel @ ke Metropolitan chapter of
Canoca, the Blishep and the Municipalivy {Richard ded Arci, Hisfary
ol Zavagoaen, Uh, X011, po LS B aned Fopes unnndmeusly powred on
tiis inssitution sl kinds of favowrs and priviegs, “From Rome ©0F was

vaterd with the liarel of the korn of che Unicorn, very eyl covetsd
i Cliat t:.il_ir by numercus pious institutions, The Hospiial had been
visited by che Gamonis i wirluous ]l:r_n,ptlr.hr Chiarles Y, whao bind nelsiieed
the chariiy of the inembers, 1hsir diligence and universal Intevesl slawn
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After sunset the Honourahle Sitiada gathered in the
courtvard of the Church, A repressed feeling of cager-
ness burst gut from the multicude when they saw the
coaches of the Lords regents and some priests of the
House and the Majordomo going Jorth to meet the
pilgrima. The regents and their artenclants met the
pilgrims on the way along the river Gallego, and the
Majordomo ordered “that the Sisters should be sgated
in the coaches, and the Brothers continue their journey
in their carts upto the Angel Gate, They should alight
there and proceed to the gate of the Temple of 'Dlut'
Lady of the Pillar, and there wait for the Sisters. The
carts with their luggage were to be sent straight to the
Heepital.

“to sick lwesanity, He started an Archeoofrateenily with ihe tile o1
D Lacdy of Grace in order to prescevs that Boyal instiuton. Lcot-
mendatary Jetters of the cellectors of alme of the haly Hospiial. Novis
tlate Archivel " i e e

We have a pastern of the innusnera’nle privileges and inclts, grantc
a1l l:'.-:.lil:||15|i|:'.'| by thie Popes, in a Bull of Clement VII, dated March
Tth L35, pnd in other documents (see History of she Instinace by Rew,
James Figals, Ch, I, p. 1T ; ;

In that Fospital vhers wers warids for naen ardd women, sick of vacious
types of fevers and of scabdes and wasds for those who had undergene
sargery, for tke fovndldag and the mentally deranged, and cthes. In
shern there wes Lodged ot alling populatien of ane thousand five han-
dred or bwo thopsand people (Aaugustin Sevil. Movitine Archive), Thees
weie more than Sl '|J-ED]LEIE employee in the Toapital, beide the TEms
dent priests for the spivitual mindicry, Collectors of plms (Vpasiencics ™
asid aof othes contribulions wers appainted rrl:l._'ll. th '.'I|.|:|. =] E-_f ATapgoa
veiere the devation te Our Lady of Grace of the T al of Znrageen
was pogular. The Leoten services in the Church of the Hospital weee
e qraost nc:urm':-tl': i?tmln wl-.;-l*: ul'H:'m-.l-i. u:'-iﬂ l:.'IEI.'ﬂ.It'I-}in n h-n::;ﬁﬂn;m:f

senched every o welog that seasar by the most famovs preache
ﬁd: CORINLEY -j::':l[n_-:'rln_-.im._ E—qu Sapctity” by Calnsans Kabaza, Sch, P,
Ch.. %, p. 32} o e |_

The Hospital was governedl ar Adeiniscearor ancd fhbe regents.
The gn-.-fﬁlirq body -T::: -;.-'I.I'.rh:IF:'EI-.-: Honourable Sitlada, its members
were eilled fegenis and their president was the Avchbizhop of Zaragoea,
Twe of the regente were chosen from among the chapter Canoms o the
bearopelitnn See, and fve From the mest noble Jamilies n:i‘l'.l:'l.lal,il:ﬂll

HLife of the servant of God, Mother Marls Rabols™ by Santinge Guallar,
k II, Gl L1, p. Gh).
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When both moups of Brothems and Siaters came
tegather, they entered the Hely Shrine, made their
prayer and offered thanksgiving to Our Lady for their
safe arrival, They asked her proteciion and patrenage
in order to accomplish in all charity and fervour the
task they had come 1o fulil?

An outhurst of enthusiasm came thundering fiom
the multitnde when they saw those exceptional pilgrims
prostrating themselves hefore the Queen of Aragon and
of Spain. Neble hearts can casily detect the marks of
generosity, Unguesticnably that group of chosen souls
had been the recipients of the gift of divine love, with
which they had been able to relinguish their country
and parents, a world smiling to them, full of hape and
success, and come in acarch of suflering, sickness and
misery, “It was night, and it was raining heavily,”
says a4 document of the time; yet the rough weather
could not deter the noble citizens of Zaragoza, but
became rather the appropriate and majestic setling
for the pageant of that glorious reception, "Then they
beteok themsclves to the Heospital, the Sisters being
escorted in the same coaches and the Brothers an foot,

The Sitiada was gachered, as it has been said, in the
court=vard of the Church. They ardered the main door
of the Church to be open 1o allow the pilgrims to enter,
In the court-yard the pilgrima kissed the regents' and
pricsts”  hancs, and bowed deeply before others.
In their own Catalonian language they explained as
well as they could the purpose of their arrival. They
signified their wish of performing the tasks chey had
agreed upon, and they hoped with God's grace to bring
them te a successful endd,

 Information ghves by che Sitiada, Apeil 250 1816, Hospltal Arcbive,
baipille G,
+ Thid.
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They had come in time to save that plows institution
from an impending ruin, force it was clear 1o all the
insufficient attention the servants gave to the sick, the
lack of cleanliness, the scandals given by Lhe servanls
and those outsiders they were introducing. Anyone
entering the Hospital soon met in the wards andd in
the corridars, specially in the wards of thiose 1.-'Iu:|_had
undergone surgery, impudent men and women either
conversing in secluded corners, or sitting for a }nng time
ot the heds of the women who were less seriously ill,
Tt was hardly possible for a pricst to sit by the head of
ihe hed to hear confessions without the risk of soiling
his soutane with the dirty water and (ilth spilt on L]Iv:
ground, or of taking along some parasiles I‘:~E-1n1 the
beds, besides the stench of the beds and wards -

Cluarrels were continucus, r-.-usm:.ah!c and just com-
plaints were constantly raised by the sick, for food was
served to them in a disgraceful manner, while those
unworlly infirmarians were all the time making busi-
ness at the expense of the sick, piliering things here agd
there, even from their own destitution. _r'ﬂlnlh:m toak
place in spite of the most exact supervision,

To this “paradise” the Brothers and Sisters had come,
Great courage was needed, indeed, to undertake the
work of the moral and material restoration of thal
Heause. For it would ameunt to committing themselves
to all possible sullevings and sacrifices for the sake of
banishing malpractices sanctioned by inveterate use.

¥ emnti _f 1t elirecton of 5. Charlss ﬁi‘l‘ﬂ:.lthﬂ- e the Lol
of 5-!12::;:.:1”-'&1“ 007 (See "Heroism and sanctiey’™ O Kabaza, Hch,
[T ]

& Thisl,

3, The charismatic leader

The life of Mother Maria Rafols will show how she
and her Sisters endangereel their own lives, and why all
the cencuries to come wili bless those heroines of good-
nes oand angels of charity, who knew how o overcome
their natural impulses, and drop by drop pour into the
souls of Christ’s poor the treasures of their love and
gootness, and changed that House, which was then an
abode of miscry and disorder, into a hovse of comfort
and Christian patience,

The leader of the group of Sisters just arrived was a
young religions woman of twentv-three years of age.
Her name, well-known now and praised by afl, buc then
altogether unknown was Maria Rafols, She had been
chosen president of the Sistechood by her selfless and
loval companions. Their director in Barcelona had
appraved that choice, in spite of the voung age, and the
Sitiada too, had accepted the election. This fact alone
tells much of the worth of that chosen sowl.

She left the aroma of peace, which ir the beanty of
all virtues, wherever she wenl. She had imbibed it
during the years spent in the silence of a monastic 1ife.
She had developed an unselfishness that had become
second nature, and so was fully prepared 1o exercise
i fiuitful apostolate in obseurity and bring foreh the
Fruits of toral surrender and immolation. The loving
and mysterious ways of God had snatched her from the
Jovlul seclusion of the cloister and thrown her into the
batele-feld. He had endowed her splendidly with all
the recuisites for the task entrusted to her. Her mere

esenice was itsell a revelation of God. “She was tall
and of a most kind disposition, of grave and majestic
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stateliness, enhanced by a charming and angelic
maodesty™?

The Lorcs regents showed great joy, fov the reality
before cheir eyes lar surpassed the anxieties of the
previous labours. *They came up to the sanctoary,
and after a short prayer they were escorted through the
dacr that led to the court-yard ef the Hospital.”

This was the second stop after their arrival in Zara-
goza. The first had been in the Temple of Our Lady of
the Pillar to salute the most Blessed Mother and offer
themselves as their daughters, and request her protec-
tion The second was before the Prisoner of the Taber-
nacle, in that beautiful Church of the Hospital, the
witness of cheir sorrows and joys, in the years to come,
where they always found light and strength for that
difficult enterprise

“The vast erowds, gathered in the Church and in
the large courtyard of the ruined Hospital, could hardly
make way for the Sisters and the Sidada to come out
and to climb up to the hall upstairs There the Sisters
briefly spoke to them about the journey. From there
they were led to the dining room of the priests below
where they were offered a cup of cocoa They ek it
with signs of great pleasure and to the satisfaction of
the regents These were beaming with jov seeing their
wishes fulfilled, They had in frent of them two groups
one of men and the other of women from whom they
could expect the best improvements for the spiritual
and bodily assistance of the sick, and for the good
administration and economy of the house,

Later they wisited the wards of the sick, and we
T Modes _I":r:w.'r'. |..-'|.|: jnformation of the COMEPOTArY ssLers,

H

cannot cxpress by words the kind and  corsoling
expressions with which they conforted the patients.
Onlv by foroe were they scparated from them in order
to lead them to the sepavate lodgings that had been
prepared for them. There was a general rejoicing. Yet,
ta tell the full troth, there was, ton, an untowardd
incident partially revealing to the sisters what was
ahead. As the Sisters were climbing the chiel staircase,
a wicked tongue uttered the following imprecation,
“may their legs be broken belore they reach upstairs®™
Thiz was only a sign of the dissatisfaction prevalent
among certain groups of servanis of both sexes residing
in the Hospital, Some of them foresecing their own
mevitable dizmisal were not ready o weleome the
Biaters, others though they might continue their services
did not want to have before their evea witnesies, nay
maore, accusers of their deeds which were in contra-
diction with the life and behaviowr of the new
arrisals's,

4, The initinl charism

Doeumnents are silent abour sister President: but
we can easily imagine the feelings of the young superior
alter taking upon herself the great responsibility. We
can picture her in her cell; after the deep emetions of
that memorable day, kneeling at the foot of the crocifix
the Founders brought along”. From thal moment a
eolassal task weighed on her shoulders, heavier than she
oould have imagined at that moment, Frighoul days
for the citv and ite Hoapital were looming on the hori-

© O Tnformadicn given by the Sitacds, Aol 2505 101G, Fleapical Archive,

# [t wns woodsn Cross on which there was aosibees inenpge ef Jesus

Af the feol was nosilver imags of Owr Lacy of the Flar, Fatreoess of

Aragon. This cevout Crocilix 1 Espt aan |!-|'|:|":i||l_|'| relic in ihe Movitiate
ol Hgt?t.-\unc:_ Faragoza. I is 650 =284 mm,
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zom. The [ate of the Hospital and of the citizens was
from now onwards irrevocably bound to hers, That
was a stormy century. Palitical upheavals would en-
danger royal thrones and even make them venish Lo-
gether with many other institutions, Revelutions wonld
try to uproot the tender plant of the Sisterhood planted
on that happy occasion by the delicate hand of the
young FPoundress in that hely ground that had been
ganctilied by the bodily presence of hary,

The Congregation of the Sisters of Charity of 5t
Anne had been born, It was a tender shool at this
time; soon it will send is roets deep down and grow
magnificently, because the charism of Mother Maria
was already at work. In the intuition of her heart,
burning with love for God, she gave to the Sisterhond
just started the nourishment needed for a healthy and
steady growth, She first dug down and planted on
bed-rock the tree of the Cress, that is, built her sister-
hood on humility, poverty, ohscurity, sacrifice and self-
immaolation, Within the tottering walls of that House
there was fabulous number of opportunities to practise
and acquire all these virtees, She chose the Blessed
daughter of Joagquim and Anoe, as protector, and
derived the waters of strength and grace from the well
of the Saviour, the Tabernacle of the Holy Eucharist,

Mother Maria Rafols could sleep peacelully on that
night, in the midst of an unpleasant and rough weather,
lulled by the sound of the wind and the rain lashing
against the windows, Her Sisterhood had been born,
Her charism was revealed in all its distinctive Teatures,
It was love what had made her leave her counery and
her dear ones, her language and her habits, It was
lowve for the poor sick, of whom there were one or two

1

thousand in that Hespital, It was heroic love—how
heroie it was ta be it did not appear to her now—that
she infused into the Sisterhocd, The remark of the
servant had been a revelation to ber. The squalor of
the poor sick, the flthy wards, the stench of the devastat-
el bocics told her chat oot ordinary but herowe charicy
was needed. The thick walls of the Hospital would
protect her and her Sisterhood [rom the danger of
their names being known to the outside world, fame,
recognition, gratitude vanished from that sombre place
as much ag light and fresh air from the rooms and
corridors of the Hospital, and as much as the smile of
kindness and consideration from the Guees of the demin-
eering Sitiada Heraic charity was to be the charism of
her Sisterhood,
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CHAPTER 1T
“IF THE ROOT I HOLY &S0 ABRE
I'HE BRANCHES” Re 1,16

1. The protection of a Christian home

Charisms are not planted at randem. They develop
hegt in a congenial climate. All charisms are (he
mature [Fuits of the Spiric te make Christians fit for
the renewal and upbuilding of the Church. They are
gifts for the adult Christian, They presuppose, therefore,
a growth in a communicn between God and man.
Before we taste the fruits of the Spivit we necd to
experience the presence of the Spirit and the gifls of
the Spirit. 'This chapter and the flowing will show how
Maria Rafols began to feel the presence of the Spirt,
and how she developed the gifts of the Spirit, maturing
spiritnally until the moment we have witnessed in the
presvions chapter when the charism of the Spirit began
to he active in her.

The presence of the Spiric of God was fele fatensely
from her carly childhood due to the deeply religious
atmosphere of her home, In the prayers with her
parents, in the silence she learned so well to love in
that peacelul setting of rural life, in her solitude and the
liturgical celebrations, in the sacrament, and in the
sorrows taken in true Christian spirit, the presence of
the Spiric, gradually manifested itself more and more
intensely,

Villafranca del Panades s situated in a fertile plain,
It lies ac the foot of & mountain called La Serrera, on
the way towards the blue Mediterranean Sea. At a
distance of one kilomerre rom Yillafranca, framed by
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a landscape of Gelds covered with flowers and sawn with
evergreen pines, surrounded by vineyards and vege-
table gardens, cressed by a stream of ever-flowing waler,
there was towards the end of the 18th century, atypl-
cally Catalonian peasant lictde house called *5 Mali
d'en Rovira," Cod was pleased to place in this scenery,
as in @ nestle, the cradle of that priveleged girl Maria,
a precious pearl in the crown of glery of Villafranca
del Panades. Villafranca was “the mistress of that rich
and well-watered walley which spreads out towards
the broad plains of Barcelona amd Tarragonz, the
mest Bountiful mether of valiant and renowned heroes,
and the favourite resort of the Kings of Aragon and
the Counts of Barcelona, loaded with gifts and exemp-
tions, and the abode of the ousteeships and crusaders
who ennobled evervthing they undertook™!

Christopher Roafils Cunillera was the father of Maria®

1 fproism ared Sasetity® by O Rabaza, SchPopl 1L

e ssionme Rafch wis alieady well-knows, A cerlain Joseph
Rafals, son ol another Christooler H.nlf-.-li was married to Ciecllia Farren
i 1700, They, established themselves in the bouse Resell da La Costa,
of 5t Margaret del Panalos, keown by she popalas pome of donjos
‘the Morks), 1t 13 now a raibway station in the interior Lee fom Barce-
fosn o Torragona, st about 4 kms. foon Vilafmoea. In the time of
Riother Rafols it was & small villnge of o few Lovses, very pooluscedia
haat nfested swich o malaria on accouns of 1ke marshes,

Clge of the chitdeen of Christeaber Rafals was the Ei'l'zl_l:lﬂ.':ril‘.lllli"l"\-lr the
girl Marin. e was Christopher Rafols Farzan (1701-1770]. He was tae
miller, oweer of the Aladal Mill, alse Iocated oz 5t Bargaret del Panacdes,
Ty 1720 he married Madrona Cunillers, The seventh child ol this couple
Chriztaphes Rafols Cuniliern wie ihe Bther of Mariz, He kad been
baptized on Febeuary 23th 1743 [Packsh Register of 5t Margneet and
Marjos, Beak 21, He marvied Margacet Brunn Brogal on Devember
sdihy 1771, Maorgaret Bruns had beea born en June 30th 1731 [Parcish
Register af St Margarer and Bonjos, Boek 2], bee Gilier waos colled the
fn-keeper of MMonjes, heeause he was livin In ke inn ol the Monjes,
which Eﬂm ed to tho Lidersdan monks M menjos’ .-|I'.__l:'I|c~ I'_-.'|1:.l.|!.-:|:l-_li
language] l}[a.1|l..": mous monastery of Bantes Crous, Ty the inn s
the howse na,  on che rond Jeading to the village, and belongs to the
heirs of Pelegrin Bruea who lve in Americs (Y Vida d.::hrJ.n'l.l.'r._l.ﬁ-.'I_a_ e
Ia Biadee Maria Rafols" by Jeho B, Alisect. Unpublizhed. Mavitiate
Archivel,
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We have reliable information fom  Rev., John
Badia, Dean of Villafranca, in a document written
by his own hand {preserved in the Novitiate Archive),
that the Rafols family of the Abadal Mill was very
plows and deeply Christian, The mill was located in the

neighbourhood of two famous religions houdes, one ol

the Dominicans and the other of the Franciscans,
These Friars had a decisive inluence on the e of the
villagers. They were virtuous and zealous men, all

intent on the glory of God and the spiritual good of

the inhabitants of Villafranca. With their minisiry
they helped the villagers in their spiritual as well as
- material welfare,

Nurtured with such beneficial influence, the Rafols
family grew in che perfeetion of a Christian and devout
lite. They were members of the Sodality and Confra-
termity of the Parish of 8t. Margaret, and the convent
of St. Dominic. The male members of the family were
enrolled in the Brotherhood of the convent of St
Francis established ta cater for the spiritual and tempo-
ral wellace of Its associates. All the members of the
Rafols family were [aithful in the discharge of the
cluties and tasks, weekly or monthly, entrusted te them
by rule. The Cenfiaternity of the Minerva and of the
Holy Rosary were at the time at the acme of their
popularity, both in the parish of St, Margaret, as well
as in the ather parishes of Bl Panades, Devotion to the
haly Eucharisc and devotion to the holy Resary of the
Blessedd Virgin Mary were the most firm hase of that
unshakable faith and sincere devotion shown by those
simple hearted people, stripped of all worldly ambition
and always leading a feevent spicitual life,

Christopher, the father of Maria, had heen trained
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in this deeply Christian atmosphere, He had been well
educated, both in his studies and in his religious train-
ing, in the school of St Dominic’s convent where he
learned the practice of virtues. In the mill he used
to help his father and brothers in the work of grinding,
andl in the convent and in the parish he would help the
friars and the parish priest, serving the Mass and help-
ing in other religions lunctions, Hiz wile, Margaret
Brunz, was net less pious. She had been educated in that
atmosphere of a staunch Christian life prevalent o
the surrounding villages under the guidance of those
religious men.

(God was preparing the ways for His daughter who
was to become one day the Foundress of a religious
Congregation,

The first child of these picus parencs was John, borm
at St. Margaret del Panades on Oerober 4th 1772,
At that time the mill of Rovira, at Villarranca, had no
miller, and the cwners knowing the perscnal qualitics
ol {:hﬂm_u]_rlmr Rafols and his ability and experience in
the Abadal mill offered the work of miller to him,
Christopher accepred it and moved with his wife and
child to Villafranca, in the year 17739

In that smiling heme, sanctified by prayer and work,
on the 5th of November 1781 came to this world Maria,
the sixth child of Christopher and Margaret. Most of
the other children had died in their young age. On
the Tth of November the child was baptized in the

3 The Rovira mill belongs oow b the Siveis of Charity ol 51 Arne,
The Sisters preseeve D5 bnterior, s iE was in the times o I.'."I'.Tul.-upl':l.-r
Rafslz, nnd the exterior, with some Faw minor changes '-'.'.',I"i Tacade.
The ownes were the members of the Alcover amily of Villatranea, a
dlatinguished family, wha posessed alie o namber ol properties and
heased dn the surrovnding willages.
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beautiful parish church of St Maey of Villafranca, and
she received the name, Maria Josefa Rosat

On the right side ol a laterzl gate of this Cherch,
today Minee Basilica, there is a marble slab, placed cn
Auguit 30th 1908 commemorating this baptism, The
inscription teanslated from the Cacalonian Languape
rezla:

10 CTHIS CHURCID OF 27T MARY O VILLAFRANDA, ON TIHE
TTH 0F HovEMBER 173] was BAPTIZED SH5TEE MARLA
RAFOLE, FOURDRLES OF THE CONGAREGATION OF SISTERS
OF CHARITY OF 8T ANNE, A WOMAN CONSPICUOLUS 1Y
ALLEVIATING ALL HUMAN MIEERILS, WHO ARMED WITI
THE WIRTUE OF CIARITY CONQUERED THE FRENZY
OF WAR DURING THE STEGES OF SARAGOTA IN THE
vEAR T80 wILLAFRAMGA DEDIOATES TO UER THIR
REMEMBRANCE 1M THE FIRST CENTEMARY OF THE
GLORIOUE stRGEs,'”

A shore time after the bivth of Maria, the pious
miller with his wile and children moved to the mill of
Mascaro, in the village of Bleda®

4 Thiz Chusch was 1h'|l||:| vt the X1I cenbry, and Ibs conslroction
combinued through all vhe periods of the gathic styie, The ibesicr of the
Tuarch wad desieoyed during che Spanish civil war of 1936, Beoayse
e itasizs and beawty i was righlty known as e eathedral of Bl Paesd e,
acin was baptized by the vicar Michisel Vils Roviez, nand her g
parents were Jehn Pacl Alcaver, son of the howe of Alcover e
wlsich thie anill bBelomged, ard bor maternnl oot ddariz Bena Beugeal
:.|:':Il.'i1|| ]t‘.’ﬂi'ﬂll.’l' of |'=:||_|I_|x|:|1_ Back |-=-_| fil. nio. |_|'_.|ﬂ
! We are zight in concluding o feam the Baot thar Masia's next siater,
afy May Bth L7ES waa laptized in che Parish of Cir Lady ol
s, mod i the |:-\.'|.]::il:r||:|.| register ber Tather s calied the meiller of the

b

Mazcuro mill of the ssme ]'.I.ri.- 1, 1t i gkunded ar 4 kenk, 1o chie Morth af

Willafranca *Vida decumenisdn de Ja Madse Ralols” by 1. Alisent.
Unpublished. Meviztiate Arelive).
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The secvant of God==M, dMnein Hafols




Flowse in which M. Mavia Rafols was bari
Willalranen del Panades

AL thae feed of Our Lady they surrendered themselves o her
for the service of the nesdy

2, The influence of her parents

Maria was a child in whom the beauty of soul was
Joined to the charm of her features® She was mild by
nature.’ From early childheod she was marked by her
precocity and even more by her plety which all held
to be extraordinary.® While Chrisoopher Ralals was
busy with the work of grinding and cultivating that
larm, and Margaret was looking after the children,
instilling in them that piety that only the sweet language
of a mother can place in their souls, the linde Mary
eonled not wrench herseIf from her mother's side; for
from her tender age she “was a great lover of solitude,
flecing lrom the company of sther givdls and remaining
clase to her mother™ ®

In the rough winter nights she would fall asleep
close to the hearth where her mother was preparing
their supper. Yet, she was most unwilling to go to hed,
In that home, every day without exception, the Rosary
was reciled, when the father ol the family came from
the fields, The tiny child locked forward to this moment.
No sooner did her father enter than she would
awake and say the Rosary with great lervour, Ta this
tender and precocious devation to the Blessed Virgin
Mary we must ascribe “that simplicity and innocence
which marked her out from all other gick of her
neighbourhood". !t She loved o accompany  her

& Y Tnformation of Mr. Santinge Aledla, a laoyyer of Villalvz e,

April 15ch 1926,
! Thid.
Y Owdinary Process. Witness XIX, Me, Jusn Fadia, Dee of R
1. [talian tramslacion, Calalogue of Witneses, p. 25,
' Ibid. . 26,
W Bantingo Abella, op, el
1 Ordinacy Frocess, Lhid, po 24,
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parents to religious functions and was regularly present
at them,'® She edified all “with her piety in Church”, '3
“When she heard the bell for Mass, she ran w e
mother, asking her to take her along, and during Mass
her composure would raise great admiration. She
remained on her knees until her mother crderad her
e sil dowi

3. Growing in Christian maturity

She was four years old when she received the Sacra-
ment of Confirmation, together with her little sisters
Margarer and Jesefa, this latter being two months old,
The Bishop of Barcelonn Don  Gabing Valladares
Mesia administered this sacrament oo them in the
canvent of Carmelice nuns of Villafranca'®

She must have received this sacrament with such
preparation and so well disposed, as a good soldier of
Clhirist esus, that she became “remarkable in all virtues
praper to a child, chiefly modesty, humility, charity.
In her the charm of her early years was enhanced by
the splendour of supernatural grace, announcing anc
partending her Tuture sanctity™!5

Her desvoted heart was growing more and more in
the lowve of Gad, “One day she heard a shepherd
uttering a blasphemy!?, She burst into bitter tears and
held hersell tightly to her mother™ "™ With the love

L3 Tiakd. ™ 24,

1 Jbid. g2 35

M Ihid. p. 25

1t Applive of 5t Macgaret and Monjos,
1 Owdinary Procea, Thid, po 25

L el Witoess MK, o 20

1 Jhid, Witnesn RIX, po 25
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of God there grew in Ler the love of the poor, and “'ne
sconer did she see a beggar than she quickly ran 1o
her mother 1o ger samething wherewith she could
el Bm™1F,

Her soul was becoming capable of recording deep
as well a3 lolty experiences, and enkindled with the
divine fires that holy Hame was translorming her into
a bright torch, the light of which shone through her
transparent and sweet eyes, A longing for hardwork was
already showing itself. Her parents could feel amply
vewarded for their diligent care in “educating their
child in the Christian faith, from her earliest days
training her heart in the practice of virtue, in the fear
of God, in the leve of work and sacrifice and in all
other Christian virtues™,

God was pleased with her, and the people of the
place were attributing o her innocence and virtue the
blessings Our Lord was heatowing en her Family, “they
were obtaining richer and better harvests in that mill
where the servant of God was living than in the other
mills of the neighbourhood, Seme times they were
spared [rom the khavoe of hail-stones which destroyed
many a neighbouring field, at other tmes a swollen
river caused no harm in their Tands™i

“In 1793 we lind the Rafols—Bruna family back at
St Margaret from where they had moved in 1773
There, on March 17th 1793 was horn the lase child
named Joseph, We are not aware of the reasons why
Christopher Ralols left the mill of Mascaro. We only
know that he was living in the guadrangle of the

ELg ll.:n.i;i“'r;'.'i.l:nl‘il XX, o,
8 Thid, Witness XIX, po 24
folldd, Yitness XX, po 27,
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Moanjos, an annex perhaps of the inn, or a Catalonian
country house located in a rectangular piece of land,
which in certain villages is commaonly called 1 quadra-
ngle. It belonged (o the menks of Santes Creus'' B

4. Her early experience of sorrows

Maria was about to be twelve years old, and at this
moment when she was ending her happy childhood and
entering into the prime of life God sent her a chain of
unexpected soreows, On Auguse St her little brather
Jaseph, the joy of the home, died, She had one angel
mere in heaven, but the void in that home could not !:-r.
easily filled. A short time later her uncle Dominic,
her father’s eldest brother became seriously ill in the
Abadal mill, Then her aunty Rosa Morato was taken
ill ton, and in a few days ber maternal grand-mother.
All three gave up their souls into the hands of God
al intervals of a fow days,

How mysteriously was God teaching her detach-
ment from all affection and the secret knowledge :::-l.
suifering! She was entering upon the hidden Ipa_uh in
the bloody foot-steps of her Crucified Lord. This was
the way she would have to walk to accomplish her
mission, This was the price she had to pay if she was
ta becomne mother of martyrs and virging, destined to
renew the world with heir own self-oblation.

We are not informed of her first Communicn. 11 was
enstomary in those days to postpene the reception of
this Sacrament. We have reason to think that by that
time she had become orphaned of her father, ''for v:h.lu:
io his constant work, and the scrrows experienced in

= ‘.;.".:'Edu documentada® Altisent. Movitlate Archive,
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the death of so many dear ones, his steenth and health,
thongh robust until now, began to decline, After a long
illngss which he bove with greal patience, and after
receiving the last rites administered by the parish
priest, Raymond Velarr, and the Ancinting of che
sick by the Fransciscan Friar Panl Nombert, from the
friavy of Villalvanca, he surrendered his soul to God on
July 10th 1794"#,

After this demise a new era opened before the young
Maria, We leave her embracing her cross and weeping'

aver the dead body of her excellent and most beloved
father.

She was thirteen when she lngt her father. A mighty
operation ol grace must have come upen her after
her father's death, For next moment we find her in the
cenvent of Sanjuanistas of Baicelona, God's presence,
the Bpirit's presence was found no lenger in her home,
in her beautiful village, but within herself. God was
leading her to the solitude of theesert there 1o apreak
to her heart; and to Gl ber now with the gifts of the
Spirit, that will shape her charism,

M Infoemation of Johey Badia, Novitinte Archive.
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GIHAPTER 0L
SOUARDIANS AND TRUSTEES UNTIL THE
DATE SET BY THE FATHER™ Gal 3, 2.

1. Led by the Spirit

The Author of history from the vantage point of
His divine omniscience can direet aned prepare saitable
remedies for the needs of the times before they arise,
Ciod knew in every detail the need of proper atiention
which irmumerable victims of war and the hunger and
discase will expericnee, He foresaw the need for heroism
and for self-forgetfulness in order to think of the needs
of athers.

Chaly the Spirit of Ged could have led Maria to enter
an institution where she could hest prepare hersell to
receive the particular charism which was to be entrusted
to her, Maria could abtain a Christian upbringing and
a well trained moral character in her cwn home, bt
the artfl and delicate ways of the Spirit she was to
learnn in an ancient institotion which defying the
corrosion of time, had preserved ancient and ever
useful values for all times to come,

Tt fell 1o the lot of the Hospitaller Sisters of St. John
to lay the spiritual and religions foundations of the
lofty edifice she was fo raise in the Clhurch,

Maria was thirceen vears old when her father died.
She had gathered from her training at home a te uleney
1o lonelines and seclusion, a loving inclination towards
the poor, a longing to heal and look after the sick, a
powerlul inspiration from her parents for hard work
and ipitintive, Tt was not the action of the Spirit that
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took up these talents, rassed and transformed them and
made them trely superpatural with the communica-
tion of His gifs,

[t is well-estahlished tradition in the Congregation
of Sisters of Charity of St Anne, that Marian Rafols
had entered the Hospiallers Sisters of 5t John o
Bareelona, though the exact date is not known, Te must
heave been very Likely soon alter the death of ber Luiber,
for ever since the name of Maria does not appear in
the parish registers, though her mother continued o
live at St Margaree till 1798, when prebably she moved
to the town of Villanova and Geleru.

2. Guardians and trustees

The convents of Dames Hospitallers were very ancicnt
in the Kingdom of Aragon®, Alrcady in 1177 King
Alphonsus and Queen Sancha gave the Castle of
Grisen, at Calatayud, o the Dames Hespitallers to
escahlish a Convent of religions women of that order.
The same Queen, nob satishied with the ancient roles
of the order, obtained from the Supreme Pontifls
Celestine II1, in 1199, and Ionocent IIL, in 1207,
the approbation of a religicus order, following the
rule of St. Augustine, which eventually was later
accepted by all Hospitallers,

-:.1|"|-'.|: 5_-..'|_|_-|: :|.II!: marriage registraticn of Margaret Ralols, dMans's
riwther, wiclow ol {,:|'.|i:-\.l:||||'.4.-|' afols, wha marvled for o secomd tiome.
Marringe Begister of the parish of 510 Masgarel and M s,

1 The religicus congregation of wemen of &L [ohn was an ollshocd of
thi Ok nF Haspitaklers of &, Jobn ol Jerusalem, feunded in II'.r_t w1
century by 5t Gerasd Tergue, Froan ihis Oidei e crdder of Knighes
Templar was born in | L. Scarse Houses of the Heepitallers had lemale
membery to sriend Lo teesick womenchey were called "donaine™ They
were partly lay-woanon, pactly religions, They would give past of thels

gonds te Lhe Clrdler 2 they were Iree o accept the habit or o, Frean
thise woanen Che congregatians of relipious women ol St Jehn originated.
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In this way Queen Sancha became the reformer of
the crder of Dames Hospitallers, and founded the first
convent in Spain at Sijena {Aragon).

In avder to know the spiriuality of Maria Rafols
and of the Congregation she founded, we must learn
of the spirit infused into the new reformed order of the
religions women of St. John, Their charism was a spifit
of asceticism, of love of poverty, and seclusion from
the world, constant and strict silence, mortification of
the bady by means of fasts and other hodily austerities,
together with the exercise of humility in the chapter of
faults. Regular instructions were given by the prioress
for the edification and apiritual profic of their souls.

The second monastery of the crder was buill at
Mlpguaire (Lerida), which later was transferred  to
Barcelona.

It is af historical interest and of comfort to the spirit
to know that many of the rules and practices of the
first Sisters of Charity of St Anne, which are faithfully
preserved in the Congregation until now, go back
ta the famoos Rule of Cueen Sancha, thank: o the
spiritual foundation Maria Rafols laid in her soul, and
the training received during ler stay among the reli-
gious women of 5t John.

It is very Likely that in the secorad lalled the XIT century the Hoephizl-
Ters were [ the Panades, and the Trusteeship of Gt Valentine of the
Clabanyes, close to Villalranoa, whs cne of the first Jeundaticas of the
preer of 55 John in Cacalonia, In 1806 the order had o Church sl o
pemsetery af Villaleanes, The 2od of July of 170, six -!L'Fl.l!,ls before |.|.'!I:
deatly of Christepher Halcly the last tmastee, Fray Manuet of Montaoliu
tuok clarge of the Trusteeship of Villalrapes. He Fllm'.‘_rzﬂ. the young piil
Marin in hee way be Che anlitude she was Tonging lor, in order Lo devate
berselPwhally 1o the Lord, He made the necessacy sorhogeisents for L
enteance inte e ponvent of religious women of 5t John in Barceloon,
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The chapters of the Rule of Queen Sancha recom-
mend constant and sieicy silence always bot specially
in the Church, in the cloister, dormitory, refectory:
the first Sisters of Charity kept this rule in the Hospital
of Grace, and the same sisters keep it now with Faithiul
observance, Similarly, the austerity in food and slecp
goes back ta the same role, anly the saying of Matins
al midnight has been replaced by the noc less exacting
practice of watching the sick in the haspitals, In the
Rule of Queen Sancha coly fax was allowed for their
clothes, and the use of costly garments and precious
metals and expensive fur dresses was forbidden, The
present rules of the Sisters ol Charity order that “'the
habit should be pear in kind and make, . and for the
love of poverty the sisters shall notuse objects made
of gold or silver''s,

No wonder, then, if the spirit of heraie knights and
dames, of valient warriors, of nobility and seliforget-
fulwess runs through the heart and veins of the Congre-
galion of Sisters of Charity of 80, Anne, heirs o the
virtnes and desds of the Friars Hespitallers, the
Enights Templar, Dames Hospitallers and religious
women of St John, It flows down from the gueenly
spirit of Thnna Sancha and throogh the twin soul
of Maria Rafols.

From the convent of Alguaire also came to the reli-
gious women of St John in Barcelons the devolion
to 5t Augustine, Maother Maria Rafols  established
later in her Congregation the recital ol prayers 1o
Sl Augustine, in order to obtain the hurning love he
had for God, acd that spirit of contemplation that
belongs to the spirituality of the congregation.

I Comsticgtians al Sisters of Char iy al 50 Anne. Cho L Yiriue ned,
v ol poveriy,
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When  Maria Rafols joined the community of
Barcelona, their priovess was the illustrions Lame
Antonia de Berart v de Ramen Cortiada. She had been
elected prioress on April th 1780, Ske died on October
10th 1800 at the age of 87, She had been apccesiful in
fastering an intense spiritual e among I1u_: Dames, in
order to steengthen the bond of unien which the Lo
of Christ had established in the hearts of the memlbers
af that community. A life of peace, prayer and meanal
work in favour of the needy had heen the ontceme of
that renewal, Those religious women joined to the
religlous practices of the coder and the abaczvance
of the evangeliczl counsels, the practice of charity
towards the poer sick. o

naria Rafols remained nine years wich the religious
women of St John, imbibing the religicus victues of
the Dames, The spirit of God communicated to her an
increase of His gifls, specially counsel, fortitude, picty
and that relish of divine things specially in the exercise
of charity, which we call wisdom. Maria left a happy
remembrance of her stay, which time has not been
able to efface, In 1031 the religious women of St. John
of Barcelona declared in a written document signed
by the prioress and legalized by the Wicar Ceneral
of the diocese that “the many years that have passed
and the many vicissitudes we have undergone, since
the servant of God Maria Rafols left this monastery,
have not been able to make us forget her; on the con-
trary, we have ever cherished her memory, ancl we
remember her with extrasrdinary vencraton and love,
We are fully persuaded that she practised all wietues
in a heroic degree. This is the constant treullilj-::lu ]«I:Ic:pl
very much alive in our monastery Gl this date™,
"L The oelginal document is kept in Che Archive of the Sisters of Cleaiity
af 5t Anne in faragoza,
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In 1868 those religious women were expelled from
their monastery, in 1874 Dames Raimunda Pont and
Bautista Berenguer restored that monastery. We have
a document saving that Raimurnda Pont “used Lo
gather the young sisters and with deep fecling of
gratitude and looking up to heaven like an cestalic
wsed 1o say thal many yvears earlice some religious
women had set out from their monastery to found a
house in Aaragoza, She narrated it as it had heen an
extraordinary evene, and added that chey all were very
haoly, Besides this testimony, we have apother of Dame
Parrocinio Casas in which she furnishes some details
which she allivmed 1o have heard on different eocasions
from the same Raimnunda Pone, “that there was a great
plague in Aaragoea, that many were dying without
any one being able to look after ther for lack of person-
nel. That His Grace the Archbishop of Zaragoza moved
with compassion had sent & civcular lecter to all the
Bishops of Catalonia telling them that for the love of
God they should abtain from the convents under their

jurisdiction some religious women who might be

willing ta help those suffering of the plague. They would
do a very great charicable work, for many were dying
without the sacraments and were abandoned for lack
of attendance, We can humbly remark that no others
offered themselves to lack alter the sick of the plague
than the religious women of our monastery, who moved
by the love of God and of the neighbour, and with due
ecclesiastical permission quickly set out for Zaragoea,
and there with their great charity did a marvellous
work™®

* Written information duly legalized of the religious womea of S

Jstin, Movitinde Archive.
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Other documents from Zaragoza give the exact date
of that epidemic, it was towards the end of 1603 and
the beginning of the following year.” They add, “that
in spite of the huge capacity of the ancient Hosgital,
even the covriders were ocoupicd with the sick.”

It was at this time chat “on account of the poor
services the atcendants of the Hospital and the women
who took care of the sick, the Sitiada [whese president
was the Archbishop of Zaragosa) ordered the institation
in it of a Brotherkood and o Sisterhood whose work
should be to attend with zeal and Jove the poor sick,
They had come to know that in the principalicy of
Catalonia the religious order of Hospitallers of 5t
Johin of [erusalem, of both sexes, were assisling the sick
with uncommon charvity gnd zeal and wich great
edification of the pecple in lowns where assistance
ta the sick in hospitals had been entrusted to them,

When Maria Rafols and her companions went to
found the Sisterhood in Zaragoza there was no rule of
cloister nor had she taken any vows?, In the monastery
of Barcelona there were two types of religious women,
the religicus of the full Cross and the religious of half
Cross, The former were of noble descent testified by
a title of nobility, the latter were called by that name
because they wore a Cross on their mantle. These
dedicated themselves with solemn vows (o the service
of the veligious Dames, helping and serving them in
the pious works they undertook in the service of the
poor of Jesus Christ, We are cerlain that Mother

4 afantion to the visitons of this Haly Flespital. Register of Sitiadas,
Val, of the year 181G, Sitiada of April 20ch, Hespital Axchive,

F indmation ol the religios wormen of 5o Jolom,
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Maria Rafols belonged o chese latrer ones® We have
a confirmalion of it in the habit of {ke Sisters ol Charity
of 8t Anne, which in their original Form was exactly
the same, except for a few slight modilications, as the
habit of the religious of the hall Cros off Alguaise,
The broad headdeess, the black halit and mantle, the
crucifix in the waist are similar in both institutions,
The few modifications were the change ol the argus-
tinian leather belt for a woollen sash, the black wveil
is somewhat longer, and the Crocifix has the image of
Christ cn the outer pare, oppaosite wche practice amang
the religious women ol 3t John®,

Maria Rafols had donned the habit of the religicus
women of the hall Cross for a short dme, sinee the
document quoted above tells us that she had not yet
made her profesion. The vears before the donning
of the habit she must have spent at the service of these
nahle Dames who were entitled o have maid servants
to assist them, and be trained in the meonastery, The
Dames were not following Community life,

3. Until the day set by the father

The date of Maria departure must have been
approximately towards che end of October or the baegrin-
ning of November 1504 We know, however, the dare
of her vestition, That date we can reckon as the date
on which the Congregation of Sisters of Charity of
St Anne was born to the gleater glory of God, the
good of the pooe and the edification of Christian people.
It was December 13ch 1804, We seem to conclude
this date rightly, since one of the first sisters who came

T Altisent, "WVida documsenzada’™ Unpoblished, Xovitiate Achive.

' T,
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o Farageza with Maria Ralols was Teresa Calvet,
We read in the first Admission Register of the Sisters
of the Hespital of Our Lady of Hope, Hueica, the
following  entry: *‘Mother Teresa Calvet, superiorn
Donned her hakit on December 18th 1804, in Barce-
lomp, e

[ this way Maria Rafols, moving from Barcelona
to Zaragoea, impelled by the needs of the times and
bove of the sick and pont, but even more by the charis-
matic Spirit of the Lord moving in the Church, came
to found a new Congregation into which the lofty S]Ju'll
of the Haospitallers and Knight Templers, the spirit
of 5t. Augustine which is the spirit of I:'-mlttmpldll‘-fb
love, a spiit of turmoil and peace, of austerity,
silence and  devoted  service to mankind.

® Muowitiate .-‘l.rcl'.i'.-'e.
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OHAPTER 1YV
STHERE WAS A MAXN SENT BY GO, O
Ju 1.

l. A puide, a helper and a friend

Goal’s plans for the liberation of man do not exclude
men, rather He liberates men through men, The
charismatic gift of Sister Maria Rafols would have
lain hidden and wnused, unless a man sent by God,
wheae name was John had not come to unearth it and
release its potentialities.

T clevect ancd nueture the chavism of heroic charity
in Sister Mariz Rafols no cther person was mores
gualified than he who was called an apostle of charity,
His was also a heroic charity.

John Benal was a Catalonian too, born of a well-Lo-
da Bamily, on August 24tk 1769, at Terracas, a village
of the province of Gerona, A constant and steady will
and determination was united to a remarkable tendency
to undergo arduous, loflty and noble enterprises, From
early childhood two loves mastered his soul: the love
ol the Fucharist and the love Tor the poor of Christ,
Inflamed with these loves, and ever open to the Spirit
of God, he unhesitatingly understond his vocation.
It was te bring joy to these who mourn, Lo evangelize
the poor, bring sinneis out of captivity, breaking down
the chains of their vices and bringing them back o
the freedom of the children of God,

While he was still a student of Philesophy in the Col-
lege of Huesca, he renounced his handsome patrimony
in favour of his brother James: and later on, while

H



doing his Theology course, first in the Dominican
Callege of Barcelona and later in the Cellege of Zara-
goza, he would atend both o the prepavation of his
clusses and other academic activitics, and to the mest
selfess excrcises of charity and zpostolate, visiting the
priscoers and the sick of the holy Hospital, His charity
never came in the way of his priestly training. He
excelled in his intellectual pursuits, After successtul
endeavours he obtained the professcrship of Language
in the city of Reus, and made the field of his apostalate
atill hroader by instructing youth and weaching orphan
childlren and looking alter Torsaken girls,

After his ordination to the priesthood he embraced
in his immense love all souls redeemed by the precicus
Bload of Jesus Christ, and gave himself up totaily to
preaching and hearing confessions with an apostolic
zeal, the measure of which was the unguenchable five
consuming hiz hearch

He suffered with those whao suffered, he revealed the
wounds and weaknesses of the society of his time,
corvected vices and exhorted all o wircue with both
energy and meckness, His magnanimity, generosity
and endles patience conguered the seuls of people as
much as his irvesistable charm.

Gl was preparing the skillul architect for His work,
[ Father Bonal's mind was taking shape the idea of a
universal institution ol charity embracing all works
and offering & remedy to all needs, specially "o serve
and console the sick of o many hospitals, and to instroct
the vouth of 0 many villages who are sunk in deep
ignorance’,

i .'.J'mj“.u_-q:-,' of Augasiin Sevil, Sitiacda, Dee, 4oh IBZG.

f Letter of Faihes Bonal, quoted by Galindo “Vida de Mosen Juan
Bonal" . 77,
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We have mendoned in Chapter | how the Sitinda
came upon Fr, Bonal and requested him to recruit
Brothers and Sisters for chat Hospical. In 1804 he wos
leading  his small bul well-trained army of  twelve
Brothets and twelve Sisters to take charvge of serving
the sick in the Hospital of Our Lady of Grace of
Zaragoza. They were undertaking a hard and difficult
task with unsurmeuntable ohstacles. They were to be
the victims of double dealing, jealousies even, and
mean behaviour,

Rightly Napoleon Bonaparte used to say that who-
ever dlares Lo be the founder of an institution most be
ready for crucifixion, Father Bonal with heroic courage
embraced the cross and began his painful ascent to
Calvary. The Brothers broke down and dispersed. The
fine group of Sisters emboldened by the example of
At the risk of their lives the Sisters went ta bring them back their young and courageons superier, first ameng them

for her talent, virtue and spirit of love, evaded obstacles,
oy

avoided pit-falls and climbed the heights of abnegation
and sacrifice. Finally, the work so ofien cherished in
Father Banal’s dreams, a Congregation of charity
became a reality and the object of his predilection,

For four years he worked uninterrupledly in the
organization and direction of the communities of
Farapoza and Huesca, This lateer was the first shoot

~ of the tender but alveacy fevitful tree of the Congrega-

tion, He wrote the first Constitutions, a revelation of
his godly spivit, He became confessor and spiritnal
| director of has daughters, and alone he took the place
of the Brothers in the wards o men, He served them
i unremittingly in a graceful and affable manmer.

T all these tasks was added the office of Y Pasionero

ok

Ath August In 1808 the Hospital was burnt




Penitentiary™ of the holy aod general Hespital of
Graceh.
2. His heroic charity

Hiz acts of charity were nos elicited 1:-?- the II:].-.!-I‘.‘IEE_LI-l
the moment, Lot weee rather I.|I|.|' 111;%:~|11"|.':+L<1L|rfn| f}l a
tormenting  thirst for giving Iumsnlt. mmlﬂﬁ.f_} lf;.:
athers. They were pather the ut'.rwr_ud;ﬂn].-:.' elfi ls. !
o heroie soul and personality, cver l.muarnnldm%. ;I.
human miseries and ever hecoting _L't'al.rlqr' i E.rm.ml
eqcrifices, The terrible hours of the sleges :::F .I;:La.gu::h
were (ast approaching, YWar was sproading dc::,ula.‘un:;:: ¢
death everywhere, The French cannons m:.-.m.l_ul _s:;;
by the genius of ambiticn were constantly ]'.r.n::: ]QE
cannon=halls, The city walls ::l:-llﬂm'-:l, but the suy :
human resistance of the citizens of .-".amg_r?au.,lrmtnu f.u‘agl
el and vpheld by the I..||I::-LLI.!.'|"|IL. of rt:_-::u h-“r.-c 1-311 :1:15.:_
Patraness, the Blessed Virgin of the Fillar, L-;I-l:il:E-ll:l; g
prise and wmazement two the lil'r-.-':‘q.dl.'l'l. 1Fu1- th:l ;Ls.]_ S
thew were being halted in their ambitious and de iric

s - shelling Fr
Fearless of even death, unrl-:rl n hl.m".:",- she 11I1,!:1-;1 :
John sallied out against the Deslcgers, ah'r:a-;}-{r m;:lw::
the frst moment of the sege holding jllﬁrl :L: : 11:;1“1
o encourage the defenders of religion, king :
matherland,™* | |
Cieneral Lejeune in his French “Il;am?_- u_]rl 1._11?
Enclependence War" makes veference to this DErGLc

i fesns appein ol

3 et oo i qase wad plven 10 the peiests .l]a-,u,:.ll.ll::l i col ¢
e sl . g ol the il miniey
i.;gn ‘the :i-_-k-. Wi Chis bvpes of bl wons Jived im 1l spiril of penanee,
the title Peatitentinry was added 1o Pasicnero. —
¥ Lratimony of Yicente Mimemes, Feb, 20ch V8E0. Bovitiale AF .

§ Tegthmoay of Augstine Sevil, op. ol

At

deed. "One day, one of the priests, of venerable appear-
ance, of a majestic careiage and impressive height,
wag matching towards ns, crossing the bareicades of
the Arrabal, vested in his priesily garb and halding
2 Urueifix, He advanced steadily aned solemnly, in the
least disturbed by the encircling dangers. His attinude
was full of confidence, like that of a man who, inspired
by God’s voice, could answer: *Lord, 1 follew your
orders, thwart the perverse plans of the enemy ! ¥When
he was clese to cur mest advanced positions and at
a distance from where he could be easily heard, he
stoodl and with a soundful and convincing voice, and
in the name of religion, he delivered a most touching
address. He pleaded that we should desist from usclessly
attacking a city which was under the special protection
of the Blessed Virgin of the Pillar. Several tines he
was Lold 1o desist from that mission he so courageously
had undertaken, Yer he would go on. Only after he
heard seme shots in the air round about kim did he
decide to leave that awdience so unwilling to hear him,
and unharmed he went back o the city™.

In those long days of the twa Frightful sieges, in which
bodies were bent under Tatigue and souls oppressed
with anguish, he was seen everywhere: in the Hospical
of Grace attending the sick, be they saldiers or eivie
lians, in the Barracks for the convalescent, ministering
the sacraments to five o1 six hundred sick or wounded
grenadiers, who having no chaplain were deprived of
all spiritual as istance; in the Hospital of the Duchess
of Villahermosa, where he was the help and comfort
of three or four hundred wounded men, He would go
out and beg, collect alms to come to the rescue of so
many in need during thoese Fateful days



Alier the French army entered and ;ul:-:ll.tcd the cEt;r'i
[or five months, day after day, he wisited the IIIDE[]jtaI
of 81 Lazavus, without neglecting any ol his Dﬂ:lll:iln
duties, The invader had gathered there the 0o ole
Spanish army men, who were all El.u_-pnw.-ﬁ ol stwatrFLr.lL.
and wictuals, Fr. Bonal was Laer help _ml-(l o ;_anr_i.
bringing them the southing remedy of his u:nL:-:.u.m Ll
lowve of his heart-felt compassion, and the material he ]:;
he could gather [rom his begging taurs. He 'Tmmr:“-l'lﬁ.
prisoners, assisted those sr:ntumlztrl to capital pL“]H.d
ment. For his fervour in exherang them, olten ]Lrl= .H .
to suffer unjust reproaches of a government E_u.l iy o
unpardonable intrusion; he suffered them with une
rulfled calmness and patience®. . |,

His outstanding  behaviour compelled  (Generd
Palafox, the defender of the city, to utter Llusr n-H:ﬁt
beautifil eulogy: “Reverend John !}nn:al pricst u.r Wi 1
known vircue, exemplary and heroie ||F_n, el D_-Igl:'I:El.
geal for the glory of God, has given proof ':'E: chese H:'Im-:n.
Like no one ele, He has shown 13nﬂu-:suunah}c Slg;l.i-
of his avdent charity and pairionism, helping + hr;
wounded in places of greatest pisk and danger Lo
Ufe™?, _

The remles of the attack against the cily ?1;;.1 t;hcl
[ollowing catastrophe c]}:!fug::d the direction o s} }E&
Joho's life, That magnilicent Hospital, object 1.{ g
Tave and cradle of the new (‘n::ngrr:gntmu e l:m msd
pirec, was totally n:ll.':’.tmyuld- Whatever -:r.-u:fld .-:I{Ea::u;ﬂ
ol that venerable and ancient institution was u:{ | & ;
and hrought to the lospital of the Conva w:-r.m.r
There was need of everything which had ta be urgentls
supplticd.

Tt lbid.

1 Galindo, o9, it p. BB,
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From that time, though never interrupting hia care
for the Congregation and ever helpful to Mother
Rafols in the many dangerons crisea she had to undergo
feom 1816 till his death, Father Bonal continued his
work of Pasionero. We can very well say that he
lodged longer on the back of his mount than in any
room as he moved from province to provinee along all
the roads ef Spain, Everywhere he exercised his priestly
ministry, encouraging all, correctivg abuses, comfbriing
others, and as the it of that minkstey exercised with

such apostolic zeal, he would also gather meat genes
rous alms,

His priestly heart bled secing God offerded inmany
places, for he said *“the corruption of morals had
spread wide in Spain and perhaps all ever Christendom,
Utterances againat God and His saints, blasphemics
of a heretical or tmpicus mind, doubts about our
true and sacred religion, unbelief and false doctrines
of masonry and janaeniam and other false sects, and
many other vices and errors, have taken roots in the
hearts of many Spanlards. These errors are being
preached by many anti-Christs and fostered by the
stinking waters ol licentiousness, It is alse clear chat oy
most merciful God who wanta the conversion of the
most forsaken sinners, uses His preachers as instruments
for the conversion of many of them, especially those
preachers who go from place to place giving missions,
They, while showing the ugliness and wickedness of

sin, invite sinners to penance, forgiveness and hely
peace™.?

Db, p 193,
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3, His spiritual profile

Fr. Bonal was an apostolic preacher of modern times,
a man of austerity and prayer, co-founder with Mother
Maria Rafols of an institute of charity.

His irinerant and apostolic preaching is Lestified by
many documents ol the tme, “He went ot his ervand
af lowve along many long paths and reads, riding on a
wretehed and fecble moung, poctly clad and se lean
that he will move anyone to compassion’'?, He collected
alms for the Hospital, but for Bimsell “he would kindly
refuse the requests of charitable people, asking Lim to
take pest in order to recover his strength’™, He moved
an mission lours in a widespread area, preaching ser-
mons and hearing confessions i the Avchbishopric of
Valencia and the Dioceses of Tottosa, DBarbastro,
Huesca, Jaca, Pamplona, Cluenca, Segorbe, Siguenea,
Albarrachin, Teruel, Palenciz, Osma and others' "1,
The admiving crowds that followed him were electri-
fiedd by his presence and touched by the unetion of
his words. His sermons were s0 eloquent that people
erowded round him, cager Lo ligten to his exhortalions
by means of which he nzed “ro move the Faithful to

penance and to e peace, his sermons being concluded
with universal weeping"1. He was well armed “with
extraordinary  faculties pranted by the Apestolic

Nuntiature, of which inatitution hewas a T heologian,

consultor and synodal judge, to solve cases reserved

to the Holy See, and also with powers 1o dispense in

% Prom o betber of the parish orieel of Tivenis.
Cruoted by Galinde, 9. o, pe 1282

1% [hid.

1L Legal testimony of Augustine Bevil, o cil.

81 Thid.

a8

Heeptal Azchive,

the realm of conscience from oceult and nvalidatin
um:-e-:hn}cms of marriage, simple and perpetual ‘r'l:"r'--'lElg
n-fj chastity, and ircegularities reserved to the Tl'lhun'l.i
of the Apostolic Muntature of Spain, always with th

crmissio dinari [ i ici
Euu:.mu“‘]-:. of the Ordinaries and their tacit or explici!

After preaching “‘not seldom some penitents came
t{.IILI.I_'.lI_IL'.IJ_ by the word of God, ready to examing th¢i1l‘
conscience and confess the gravity and enormity of
their sins, hoping to find comfort and the ntttﬁﬁﬂ.r'f
fﬂnul_ll_cg in the preacher™, We would like to know
the itinerary followed in his apostelic journeys, bt
unfortunately there are many lacunae in the i,lDI:ll-
ments preserved. We can anly surmise the mssionary
activity of this untiring apostle from the incomplete
list of towns and villages he visited in ene extraordinary
1|_Iml' hn:rma{ln in 1817 in the region of Low r'&t‘u[{ﬂn}
E.a_tn!cunm, WValencia, Tt would serve no purposs to 1'1':
point the names of towns and villages all LI‘;-'DIT l:hl‘
geagraphy of Spain. Lel it be said only that that tour
tl:.ruk him to twenty towns and u‘il!:igcs COVERITE @
distance from first to last of about six hundred kilo-
metres!®, He pasied through towns and villages dragging
thf: Jt1._t1]1:|t1:|d|:ﬁ along, making the true faith sproat and
bringing forth fruits of repentance. His popularity
was for _|'|,I!.'I‘.| a canse of suffering and of anxiety, Alms
were pouring and with them, he said, "We can think
of building a new house for the insane''.

LELT L L
e I:.-".I;: are a:lr:azcd", writes the secretary of the Bishop
alencia, ""at the spiritual harvest you made here
:l L,
1 Letters of Fr. Bonal., Galindo, op. cit. p 134,

:: Cralinelo, op. cit. p, 114,
Testionony of Augusiin Sevil, op, cit,
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among all classes of society. Truly, we never saw L]|Ir.
like. That sorrow in the souls was so g{*hnrn_'l that it
could proceed only from God who pours HII-11:1 graces
in the seuls threugh your instrumentality, Live thanks
to the Almighty for this excellent vocation He f!w:??ﬂ
given you of tirelessly working lor His divine glory™".

The second feature of his spiritual profile was his
austerity, His was a heroism without eclat, recognition
or compensation, He suffered hunglcr, thirst, the icy
weather and heat, loneliness and msu'.lts eyven ﬂ-u.lmm
those who accompanicd him, “ill-treating bim with
harsh manners and with calumnies and all kind of
reproaches, illdisposing the parish priests of the villages
towards him'#, Day after day, most fanciful anl
aheured accusations were brought against him before
the Honourable Sitiada,

In the long sufferings caused by the envy of his
fellow mendicants, he never uttered a word of -l.'“:ElZ!'.I1|.:-|'
aint, but rather *if per chance the Heonourakble I5-.1mr]s-,
which takes the place of God, judges that he is of no
use to the service of the holy House, on the shightest
indication he will go away from there, from the sweet
company of the poor, as well as lrom their guardian
wham he loves with all his heart add reveres wich his
whole soul, and for whose lives and increase of joys
he shall remain always praying to God™".

The third feature of his spiritual profile was the
practice of prayer, His countenance suffused with peace
and calmness, his fervour admirable in every respect

17 Leatet to Fr. Bonal. Floapital Archieve. Galinds, op. wit, p. 135,

9 From the lecter of e porish priest of Tivenis, Gkl :"JW_P-

¥ Johis Bonal 1o the Honoueable Siviada. Hospinl Archive. Galinde,
ap. cit. o L14.
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and his impressive meekness speak eloquently of a
deep union with God in the innermest recesses of his
soul, The littde bocklet he wrote to serve as a hlue-
print to the Constitutions of the Congregation reveals
the treagures ol s prayer life. Prayer was his pricstly
ministry, especially during the endless hours he spent
in the confessional box, wrestling not so much with
sinners as with the merciful Ged, 5o as to grant mercy
and forgivenesa to all sinners, and sooggling with the
enemy of human sature who held captive so0 many
Christian souls, “'He sac in the confessional box and
crowds would assail him (o endless hours, ¢l four or
six o'clock in the evening™®. Sometimes e would
genercusly offer himsell Lo sit theee Gl the early hours
of the following day, unmindful of his food and sleep,

Lo conclude the description of his spiritual profile
wo must add his title of co-founder of the Congregation
of Sisters of Charity, The example of his life must
have been the real inspivation for Mather Maria Rafols
to [cund her Congregation. Father Bonal assiated her
in all her steps, offered himsell as guoide and helper,
father and Triend. He wrote fitst and outline of the
Constitutions, In the year 1824, alter a long and labor-
ious process the Constitutions were approved and
the Congregation acquired canonical status, In 16826,
the exact moment in which the Congregation was horn
to the Church, Mother Maria Rafols emerged as ifs
first President.

Mow Father John could announce with that other
Juolin, Yhe must increase, T must decrease,™ He could
rest peacelully, His work had been solidly established,
the helm of the boat was steered by ancther hand,

" Letters Sanclemente ta the Siciada, quoted by Galindo op, cid
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skilfull and expericnced, even if not his oW, He had
langed for that work, net for the conteol ol the work.

At the end of the first triennial mandate of Mother
President, Father Bonal expired at the sanctuary ol
Our Lady of Salz, of dear memories to his heart, w!u:,l'lf:
a Crufix, so tradition says, had speken to him. Lhis
Crulix is preserved in the Novitiate House of Zaragora.
Mother Terla Canti and sister Magdalena Hecho
hastened from Zaragoza to the side of Father IEUILELI:,
and arrived in time te receive bis last exhortation to
charity and devotion to the Fuchavist, thar frst leve
of his childhood. The two sisters, who set out from
Huesea o soonet than the news reached them, were
not able to receive that last comfort. On the 19ch
of August 1829 Father Bonal placidly closed his eyes
te this world to open them to the new light of eternivy
that was dawning to him. The sisters shedding unres-
trained tears accompanied the body to the Hospital
of Grace where he was first buried,

Such was the providential man in the life of Mother
Rafols, 8he was now aware of which was her charism.
She and her congregation weuld give to the Church
a legion of souls hound to heroic deeds of charity,
cxactly like the deeds of Father John Benal.

12

CHAPTER ¥
VLIKE A GRAIN OF MUSTARD SEEDM Mt 13, 91

1. The way lo greatness

We know how the charism of Mother Rafols came 1w
light. In the next chapter we shall see how that charism
came to perfection in her and in her Congregation.
But before this, in this chapter we must direct our
ateenton oo two other lendamental aticuddes in the
Christian soul if heroic charity 15 to yield its fruis.
These atticndes are humilicy and  poverty, Withont
them charity will hecome a connterfeit jewel, easily
to encl in sell-love,

We shall presencly observe how Mocher Rafols lay
in her Congregation the foundations of humility ancd
poverty to preserve and develop the charism of heroic
charity.

Humility. “is the mest difficule of virtnes, and the
most difficnlt but alio the most necessary form of
humility i85 ta bear humiliations well™ | Meschler).

Aister President, aware of the need of such solid
foundation for the Cengregation, instrocted and ens
couraged her danghters with words and example
o Life of happy seclusion, forgetfulnes of all earthly
concerns, of sublimation of the mose radical tendencies
of our prowd nature, withoul fears to frighven them or
dislikea to paralvze them. The steps down 1o the valley
ol humulity are well-delined in ber e formidable
appoaition within the Heapital to the establishment of
the Smterhood ; then the deadly danger from without,
the sieges of Zarageza thieatening to destroy, as it
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actually did, the Hospital and together with it the
Siaterhood. Later, the Francophile Sitiada, forbidding
the growth and expansion of the Sisterhood, would
encourage its extinetion, Finally, there will be an inter-
nal crigis in the Sisterhood seeming to make the fragile
hoat of the pascent Institute sink.

The skilful hand of the Sister President, in spite of
all these obstacles, ot perhaps hecause of them, sank
the Foundations of the Sisterhood decp down on the
bed-rock of solid humalicy,

The way of humility ended only with her life.
More spectacular humiliations were in store foe her:
imprisonment, banishment and finally physical para-
lyziz, Then from her bed of sullering and humiliation
she will mount, like an arrow shot into the infinite
space, to the heights and to the object of all her desires,
the humhble and Divine Heart of Jesus,

2. Sowing the tiny grain

Humility is also shown in the acceptance of daily
and insignificant matters of trivial value in the eyes of
this weeld, Humility loves 1o cfface itself and enjoys
the effects of contentment, peace with God and men,
and favour with both, Such was the path trodden by
the sisters in the origins of their Sisterbood and for
many vears to come. Let us follow their life through
the documents.

O the first day of January 1805 the Brothers and
Sisters under the divection of a Brother or Father
President, and of a Sister or Mother President respect-
ively, began to exercise their charity towards the sick
in this holy Hospital, and to this purpose they followed

44

the demands of & devoutlife, ., Very soon the advancages
of their service were experienced by all, especially in
the greater cleanliness of the wards, beds and uiensils
for the sick, in their kindness when dealing with them
and with outsiders coming to visit them, and also in
the manner in which the sick were comfartably lying
on their beds, The spiricual good of the padents was
secured by the influence of the Sisters, With devotion
and resignation they disposecd themselves to receive
the Sacraments and to bear their sicknesses and dis-
comforis"?, The sisters worked uninterrupeedly in an
atmosphere of deep silence, the protection and sale-
puard af humilicog®,

The daily tasks of the Hospital were a positive assel
o cultivate unspectacular  humility:  cleanliness of
wards, beds and specially the sick themselves, The
sisters used to serve them in the most mendal and
repulsive works®, It was alo “under their supervision,
the distribution of breth among the sick of both sexes,
wha were inneed of special diet, The sisters instructed
those sick with scabies, and the unwedded mothers.
They took charge of supplying cil to all the lights in
the wards and the corridors, and of washing and tidying
the sacristy linen and of the main kitchen™ In the
short intervals left to them they would “study phle-
botomy under the guidance of the Assistant surgeon

L Bock T of Betrances of Sisters, written by Hev, Maricio Oliva,
confesser seal Preccor of the Commmunity, Movitiate Archive

¢ Testimony of 8r, Teiein Domensch wha knew Mother Rafols and
Ve Mived Biaters. Bhe died at a very sdyanced age in the Hospital of Grace.

8 Primitive Covatitutions, Treatise 1, are, V1 [Movitiate Archive]
ordered balrcuttivgs sl the daily cdeaning of the bod-pans and tidying
al Teds,
4 ook [ el Entrances of 3dsters, op. &t
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of the House, with the permission of the Honoura ble
regents, When they  Tound l.".'u_-m.a-r.l‘_rcs s,ulh_:u:u_LL-,-
prepared, they appeared for a ]_'H_LIJ'.u- Irz-‘.mu::unlm:‘.
in o hall before the Honourable Sitiada. They 13'.155:.'(1
their examinadon brilliantdy and were entrusted with
operations of that kind on persons ol their oW BCX,
which they performed later with great succrss ¢

That il for all its unprelentious appearance, corips
rures ane delights us even today, The first Lo ;_gu:'-:.lh-‘
lead wad the young superior, a madel of religious
observance, She praved with the sisters, fasted like
shem, studied with them and appeared with them lore
the public examination®.

Her authority, protecred with the ‘t]’LI.lJ:flJlI'll.’tS-ti anil
sincerity of humility, was a help to the sisters, never
a hindrance,

Their life, though displayed in the precines of such
a public and hoge institution was “hidden with
Christ in God. Daily they would rise al the 'I:rl.".zkf:t'
dawn, “al four o'clock through the year” lo praie
God in their prayer, “The sister who spends the |E:Ig|1L
in watch knocks at the door of the dormitory reciting
in a lond voice: ‘Glory be to the Father and to the
Son, ote. Straightaway they would recite thres ”l._'.:r
Fathers 1o che Most Holy Trinity, and other three m
honour of the koly patrons St Joaguim and St Anne,
followed by the recitation of the holy Besary.™ .-"_;Ft-:r
the Rosary the sisters shall go to the chapel quietly
reciting the Te Deum or one of the Canticles Bene-

" Ihid.

¢ They were acia Rafals, Tecla Canti, Mazia Resa Cluchl, Raimunds

Torrellas, See Calzsanz Habasa, Scl, P "Heredsin and sacctity p, 72
P Primlcive Rules, Treeat 1%, Che L Movitinge Archioe,
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dicite ommnia opera o the Magnificat il they arrive
at the place. Once there they shall begin their medi-
tatian for the space of one hour'™,

At eleven am. they hid themselves again in the
chapel and likewise at seven pan, Lo continue in thar
holy exercise of prayer and to find rest from their weari-
ness light i thel doulws steengily o theie energy,
Only by doing so, were they able to persevere in the
duty of their daily work, Work 13 the cuty imposed by
the Crearor on every creature and homility is the
acceplance of cur crealedness and nothingness i the
eyes of Giod, Yuscless servants who have done what
was expected,” This 5 humility without a flaw, This
is the genial gesture of a creature a8 o creature,

In the midst of the taxing manifold and painful
tasks, and of che hoeatilivy shown by maids and workers
of the Heapital who were putting up ebstacles 1o their
eclfless activitics, the sisters were comforted wich the
srnile of their good mother as with the light and the
warmth of the sun. She moved about irradiating the
warmth ol her motherly love, the lighl of her sugges-
tiona and guidance, and suppomt in discowragoment
and (ailure,

Motwithatanding che rode and constant oppoaition
from many quarters, humility transformed everything
and secured s ellect: ol peace, order, restraing and
well-heing,.

“In the evening Mother Ralols gathered the younger
sisters, entertaining them  with  conferences and
spiritual conversations, warning them of the possible

B Thid.
# Thid,



dangers they might encounte™!®, “Those mectings
were very helpful to bring about unity of ]Ill‘-m'l_s anel
minds. Thus she led them along paths divine, in the
midat of their busy lives, keeping them safe from the
pitfalls of routine in the exevcise of their heroic mission,
The subject of her initructions was provided by the
rube which urged her “in her office of elder 5151-.'.‘rl-::lr
President, to teach hersisters with words and deeds”. !

The humility of Cheist was ta be their model, “ststers
shall hawve in their daily tasks special care to keep
themselves in God’s presence. While cleaning the bed-
pans and doing cther menial services sisters shall bave
in mind that the Scn of God, n order to cleanse us
fram our sins became man and lived in great huoma-
lity. .. “When they serve them breakfast, they shall
comsicler that they are feeding Jesus, exhavsted lrom
His long journeys duwing His meost hely l:l.lrJ ancl t]}l:}'
shall pray to Him, "my Jesus, (ill e w1_t]1 your iifts
and the gilts of your Haly Spirit, extinguish in me the
thirst for carthly goods, and grant me an insatiable
thirst of the heavenly goods,..' When they give the
sick water io drink, they shall consider Jesus' thivst
on the Cross, and shall say, ' My Jesus, grant me l't:ﬂ&
thirst, like wour cwn, for the salvation of souls. ..

“When they feed the sick, they shall recollect the great
favour granted to Martha of serving Jesus as a guest
in her house, and shall say, ' Give me, my God, grace
to unite active and contemplative life., '

" When they give them their supper, they 5|Ill:!.|.! l.":l::l'IE-i-
der Jeaus in the Cenacle and beseech Him, saying, "My

e I:'_J||_|j1|,1rﬁn-;|:ﬂss. in Faragoza, Witness 111,
W Primitive Ruales, Treac, 1, cls, G
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Jesus, grant me fervent desires to receive vl with
great humilicy and devotion, and the gift of perse-
¥eriinee to possess you for all ceernity, , ' While wateh-
ing, and when helping those in agony, they shall say,
"My Jesus, assist e and protect me in my apony and
at the moment of my death. . .

Yaisters are advised and requested to have these or
smilar consideracions, in all their works, for they
will become works of immense value in the presence

af Crog ™ 12

Shielded with that humility the young superior could
enter inlo the different departments of the huge
Haospital, corvect abuses, solve the diffieuldes of the
momenl, establish the Congregadion on a solid basis,
instruct her religious family, and evade the chstacles
which the ill-will of the workers and menials were
constantly and stubbornly raising against the [rogress
andl expansion of the Sisterhood, She would walk among
these hardships with all calmness and composure, with
full enthusiasm and mest prodent caution straight 1o
the aim of hee life: the good of the poor of Christ.

3. Going underground

Phat clandestine war, which eventually broke up
the Brotherhood, brought to light the singular talent,
tactlulness and dexterity, in a word, the exer; arclinary
virtue the sisters showed in those difficult eircumstances.
They had been steengthened by the courage of their
remarkable superior. The Brothers faltereel and succum-
bed, so the workers of the Heospital happy in their
suceesd, attermpled also to do away with the Sisterhood,

12 Thid. Trat, -I;n.’, che 2, Mowvitiare Archive.
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T their infameus determination againse the unwanted
rivals they did succeed in convincing some of rthe
members of the Honourable Sitiada, smong whom
was n certain Sencr Ciswue, to discuss in one of the
meetings the dismisal of the nascent Brotherhood.
The Count of Sastage tock up the defence ol Llju*
Ercthers, He brought the case to the Roval Haouss in
a mapnificent delence, in which appear the nuber-
less cases of arrogance the men of God had to hear,
and presented other documents in which |w_:111s'.-.'|.-1-|:i|
the charges formulated against them by his fellow
regents,

“[r i3 absolutely certain’, says he in one of the
documents, “that many Brothers have lelt | he Hospital,
and to this Senor Cistue wonld agree. True, but the
real reason why several Brothers have gone, andlin
particular Brothers Rocamora and his  companion
Brother Joseph, was because they WEre the first to
experience the attacks against them, They were the
persons mainly responsible for the government of the
Brotherhood, they had to handle all cases agamst
them, specially the frequent l_hr-[t:-i, the pmp-;-ggmtql:t
made against them among the sick, as a resule ol which
the Brothers were lacking even the necessary clothes.
This happened so many times that it hecame necessary
to let the Brothers go, so as not wo force them to experi-
ence such shameful behaviovr and such annoyances
as they had to suffer, Thus to escape from discourage-
‘ment and horedom, as it was the case with many of
them, they eventually left™?

" The Sisters had to undergo the same annoyance

U Hespital of Zaragors, LY, There soo coples ol thess inpertant

deaments Ta the Novitiate Archive, v

i
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and identical sufferings. But nat a single branch from
the slowly growing and well-rooted tree of the Sister-
wod was torn away, They wenl underground, The
malice and craftiness of their adversaries helped only
to inerease the quality ef their humilicy and forebear-
ance, and found  themselves surrounded with  that
sympathy which is the privilege of those wha are perse-
cuted and compels the approval of the enemies
themselves,

'I']I:r Count of Sastago, in his reply 1o Sencr datue,
continges: “Senor Cistue makes g briel culogy of the
sisters when he acknowledges that the Sisterhood should
ot meet with the same fate as the Brotherhood for,
he says, wntdf woe they have brought about good results,
and they can continue to bring them about in the
future, I, far my part, say that they are inimitable,
aay more, [ suggest char wichin their own field, and
with submission 1o the Sidada, Mather President shold
orcler things without subjection w the main infirma-
rian, becavse we read in the Royal Orders that once
upon a time there did exist the office of matron, or
woran major infirmarian, I this office was s ppressed,
1t might have been because she was of such a kind as
the mothers we used to have hefore™. This g
ficent testimony of an illustrious and noble man of
Aragon in praise of the Sisterhood struck by ke
marvellous deeds of charity he had before his eyes,
will be validated with the affirmacion of their conduct
during the vears to follow,

The heveic superior, descending 1o the loweat level
of humility, allowed all terpests 1o pess over her head,
anl Found the greatest defence against the continuous
andl frightening actacks in the excrcise of the most
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perfeet humility, encouraging her daughters o the
constant practice of it,

4, True riches

A life of poverly summarizes the first 30 years of the
life of the Congregation, The most famous IJ-I-::|5-|utnl
of Spain because ol the greatness of its buildings, the
soundest fAnences and the number of inmates came
during the sitges of 1807 to a disastrous end, two years
only after the birth of the Gengregation. God wantedl
that Congregation to be macked with the ﬁig:tl ol
poverty [rom its eradle, as He had wanted the life of
the Incarnated Ward to be marked with the same
gign right from its inception.

In 1804 the annual income was above ane million
reals, and the number of its inmates during a year
oscillated between six and eight thousand, In years
of epidemic the number will go up to even 12,000
After the sieges the influx of inmates, over &000,
pxhansted the finances, Cradually fands and other
inmovable propertics were liquidated, witheut ever
being able 1o get rid of debts and claimants, sources
of inceme were abolished by more liberal Jasws.

Paverty and misery became the faithful companions
of the Sisterhood during this peried. In 1843 and again
in 1845, under the weight of ernshing delbis, and 'r'|"|.1|'|..
19 veals in cash, the regents contemplated the idea of
closing down the instituticn.

Tnspired by Gud Sister Maria Rafols established hee
Sisterhood on another firm column to support the whole
edifice of the nascent Sisterhood, that is the strictest
poverty. Poverty was to be exercised speeially in wn-
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interrupted work, done purely for God's love, without
any other compersation, and transformed into prayer
by the uplifiing power of pure intentions.

Their lile was hard in those heroic beginnings,
According to the apgrecments sanctioned by the
Sitiada before their ardval, the sisters were to ]:.(.-_ given
as food the same ration assigned to other priests work-
ing in the House, “They did gradually reduce this
amount, for they [ound that a more mederate raton
was sufficient for their maintenance, and so they gave
to the poor what was over and above'1,

The fervent superior on her part, “‘in the spivit of
mortification, several times a week used to take vege-
Lables without oil or sany other seasoning. Her tempe-
rance in meals was very remarkahle’?s,

To recover from the work of the day, the sisters
slept the few hours allowed to them by the Rule,
often incerrupted by the watches in the wards, on very
poor beds, which were more conducive to satisly their
longing for penance and mortification than to bring
them comfort.

“In our recreations there was no other subject of
conversation than the wvirtues of the servant of Gad.
We were living an intense family life, and a life of
poverty' e,

U Repster |.:-I'“.';;l.'al.||:|l.'|. Aoril 23th, 10146,

Y Testimany of Sistey Pabla Vives wha knew Mather Rafols aod was
well ﬂ-l}'fll-l-'l:ul-u| with hers She Lelonged to che Community of Huesen
whiore sl clied,

" Testimeny of Mether Josels Padenaz froin the convent of Bi.
Cathevine of Zaragoza 1o the diocesan cwria, Fehiunry 1y 1928,
.i"rju_l.hm'_lusuﬁl. hnd belonged ta the E'n:mgrr-q'n.li-'-u ol Bizgtera ol Clharily
of Bt Anne, aral hocl remaingd o it o the diy she took the kabi,
Eepremiber rp-{ifl. il August 17th, 15, when she jeined the clolaer
tonviml of 3L Catherine, A copy of her tstimeony 13 preserved in tbe
Movitiate Archive,
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The sisters had no proper novitiate house or infrm-
ary in their convenl, Their lodgings were a cloister
where the cells were located, one afver the other, and
at the end, there was a small chapel. At that rime
meals were prepared by the community in the kitchen
of the ward of the Pillar, Above this poor room there
was a spore=room for grain, in which Mother Dolores
Marin and three noviees used te sleep. Everything was
so poor that a professed sister once told  Mother
Magdalena Hecho, then superior, “"Mother, could we
by aome fine, roundish chair, like the ones in the Toom
of Donna Maria? " Mather Magdalena answered, *we
must respect the holy poverty that Mother Foundress
left to wa as an inheritance. 1 will change nothing'.

Mother Joseln Badenas (see note 16 in this chapoer)
teatifies, *'l have a very vivid remembrance and as it
were imprinted en my soul the picture of many objects
which we were told to have belonged to Maother
Ralols, or o be of her tme. [ have never Iorgotien
them, In the dining-room there were four small and
poct tables with legs x-shaped, a rather large picture
of the last Supper with glass and frame of oak wood.
The seats were of plaster.”

"I her cell Mother Rafols bad a small blue ivon bed,
without any decorations, very simple, with four cones
likse [JE]]{_'-(T._I[]I'!S made of golden metal. There was a
small tahle covered with a black oil-cloth stamped
with fowers, 11 had a dreaswer with o polden basdle,

On the table there was a Crucifix with an image of

Our Lady of the Pillar at the foot. She brought it with
her when she came o found the Congregation. A
large chair with a high back painted brown like the
tables, There was alo a wash-stand painted blue,

[
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like the hed, bagin and jug with a blue hand and the
imitials H.G, Hespital of Grace), The coverlet of the
bed was ol linen intervwined with leaves on a dark
brown surface.

“All these abjects were brought tgme (o see whether
[ could recognize them. T was pleased to be able to
do so, and I kisied them, and other religious women of
this convent kissed them teo. I can tastify, therefore,
for information, edification apd solace of the Sisters
of Charily of 5t. Anne, that all the said objects, whose
derailed figures [ kept in my mind, and which had
been brought in my presence to see whether 1 could
recognized them, are the same ones which were in my
time in the holy Hespital, and which the senior sisters
affirmed, since they hac seen them, that they were for
the personal wse of the servant of God™,

Rightly, the kind old sister conld say, “for the
edification and solace of the Sisters of Charity,” and
we can add, and of the pious visiter who even now i3
overpowered with reverence and devotion when he
enters the little cell where the servint of Ged died and
where we can see all these souvenirs, a testimony of her
poverty and simplicity,'®

W s a sarpeisiogr conteaan Al s o revelnticn of A.1!Ci||'.l'r_ HETRIRE aoff
her splencid soul, we can sav chat Mether Hadols did st besitzee to be
even lavish a5 regards things concermning the ol of Ged and of His
aagnla, _hr::".'lrl'_ll':-l_'l-ll Badeines kil I:al"h ard destribes these l.ll.ti'l"'f-”.
They were: “Aostadue of 50 Alsyeice, still cxlelicg in the parboor.
Aocrili kepr in & cophoard of the Hespital. & ehell bore acly-waler
sitly the |:.i|,:||,;||’" af thie Tafar _|'|_f~\.;|$_, L1 I_I-\.I:|I"|.tl ] 51 I|IEI|'.I! ihire Hill,:“l?!'-
Cruets of gles enoa gelden mctal plate, Ablae cods with o golden
frame, A tnbernncle, A leather sofn with green silken coverlogs with
passels, A osmall ciboeinn te contnin 2% heats. A lampsiand of white
mesal, b the feot of which there b aogliss o vod ciysial, and in frons
a heart with flames to soften its light. This Lurg was Vel much
wienmrated By che sgiers, for the seovant of Geal had 0 many vines o
her hiands when years Inter she held the olfice of azerkaing,™
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She had always been a lover of austerity and povesty
in the putfit of her danghters, and in the furniture of
the cormrmmunity. Yet, she was a lover of splendour and
magnificence in the things belonging to the cult, and
in the decorations of Churches, since theose things
belonged to the house of the Lord, Tt was delightful
to see the mood Mother, saddened by the frequent
misunderstandings, the victim of mean spies, and snare:d
everywhere with malicious nets fram which she could
cscape only miraculously, enciveled by her duaghiers
in the shert intervals of intimacy, teaching them “to
make flowers, belts, sashes and ribbons for the amices,
for she koew how to make them beawtilully. She was
very skillful at everyvthing™'?,

(14

The kingdom of heaven belongs w the poor in
spirit, says the Lord...” With this quotation with
which the chapter en poverty begins in the Constl-
tutions of 1803, we wish to end this chapter 2

Mother Rafols while constrecting the selid founda-
tions of the Congregation made it rest an the two pillars
of humility and poverty, so that the genuine nature of
cur charism may be preserved, and the Sisters may
aim always at more herode charity in the service of the
poor. With her fine spivitual perception she cannot but
have clearly seen that love ol things and love of sell
could destroy heroism in charity, and thus charicy
might drift into inauthenticigy,

o Ihid,

B frak of Fietrances of the Slaees of Huesca, 1807, Rook 1, Mevidaie
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OHAPTER VI

FHIS WAY I5 1N THE WIRLWIND
AMD STORMT Mah 1, 3

Great events of human history have changed the
geniug of races and thrown the pyschelogy of peoples
out of balance for subsequent generations, On the
contrary, other events have shaped nations and societies
andl lefi an imprine in che individuals who carey on in
them and their poscerity the consequences of those
happenings, The peaple of Tsrael, alter the destruction
of Jerusalem and their banishment to Babylon changed
their sellssulliciency and confidence in themselyves and
experienced for the Tivst time the sense of individoal
rutlt and the reality of sin, of which they seemed not
to have been until then Tully aware. The scriptures
wiilten during and after the exile bear witiess to the
psychological and social change in the peaple of Tsrael.
Likewise, the Grecks wha achicved great feats in the
annals of histovy and cultore and develaped a refine-
ment of soul wnsurpassed by any ather people during
the times of Perlcles, lost after the reversals in war the
balance of the spirit and that buman equilibeivm appa-
vent in the classical period, never to regain it

Muother Rafols and her Congregation carried on in
its Comstitutions and life the imprint of the Sieges of
Aaragoza, Charity, the object and aim of the Cengre-
gation became by practice, and by power of the tragic
events of history, heroic charity, Herolsm was in the
almosphere of the city of Zaragoza, in her General,
in the army, in the citizens, all over the country at the
appearance of the invader. And so the Congregacion
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barn three vears before received the baptism of blocd
and waa for ever marked with the seal of herolam which
runs now through the veing of its members, and is
symbolized in the fourth vew of charity which i
inclusive of heroic deeds,

1. The Congregation receives its
first Communion

The sieges of Zaragoea like the seige of Gerona too,
are one of the maost glovious pages of the Hiswory of
Spain. Zaragoza had been surrounded by the troops of
Napoleon, The people of Zaragoza revealed the ine
damitable resistance of a dignified people who prefer-
reid fight, fire, hunger, epidemics, even death rather
than allow the motherland oo be overrun by an invader,
rights to be disregarded, religion trodden under feet,
homes  threatened  and  time-honoured  insttutions
razed to the grouond.

When the trocps of Napoleon came to the gates of
Faragoza the spirit of the citizens had risen to the
highest pitch. The spark of indignation which was
prodiced in the capital, Madrid, on May 2nd 1808
was extinguished by the brotal repression of Murat,
Yet, the fire had already spread all over the hreaclth
and length of Spain and turned into a conflagration.
Napoleon, mindful of his talent and resources, had
never thought Spain to become a serious danger, or
an enemy to be reckoned with, This ervor, difficult
to cxcnse, exceedingly harmed him,

The war of independence showed that there were in
Spain vast energies in reserve and these latent powers
were generated by a powerlul ideological as well as
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social organization of smple and unscphisticated
people who were led  exelusively Ly their religious
convictions!, Religion gave adamant courage, and
it was strengthened by an unshakeable faith in divine
protection, since they were fighting for a just cavse.

Farageea was fervent with enthusiasm, for in this
city, chosen by the Virgin Mary, there had been aigns
and prodigies which confirmed people in their faith
and trust. ¥On Mawv 17th, at about 12 noon, some
people affirmed that they had seen on the sky a white
palm with a crown, It passed over the dome of the haly
Chapel of Qo Lady of the Pillar, where it stood  stll
for some minutes. At the sight of this great and marvel-
lous novelty, all began to inveke Our Lady, and shout
in a loud voice, " miracle, miracle! ' At the saame time
they noticed that there was another palm-leaf with a
crown inside the holy Chapel. There the rejoicing and
showting was still greater, and people began to invoke
Our Ladv's powerful patronage.

“Many witnesses testificd to these events wich an
oazh in court, and though I did not see i, for 1 was not
there at that time, vet I witnessed the large crowd
which from that moment G alter eleven pom, Qooded
inte the holy Chapel, and heard the manifestation with
which they signified their gratilude o our Palroness.
Moreover, the fact seems to have heen so cortain chat
some preachers did not hesitale te commemorate it in
their sermons and exhoroations as something which
could not be questioned™?,

This happened less than a month before the ordeal.
L S (P T v ol 5‘-|-\.I.i i E||||:I|E:-|u.'|'.| |:-5.' =_'.'|5'.il.IJ||: Gollach, Vel W,
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Pano, in Y'La Cordesa de Bareea™ Che 8, po 102,
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All the strata of sociely, convinced of a sure victory
by the singular event and portent made themselves
ready for battle apgainst the invading troops. They
were  already marching towards them. No more
eloquent dgn of the enthusiasm was shown in those
moments than the generous and patriotic snbscription
raisedd by the people, both cvilians and religious,
whoae contributions were  published daily in  the
Gazetee of Zaragoza® *

The invading army led by General Lefebre |cft
Pamplona on June 1fith 1808, On the Bth the forces
of the Marquis of Lazan were defeated in Tudela,
and on the 15th the French troops arrived before the
walls of Zaragoza. This very day the Spanish troops
repelled the attack at the three gates ¢+ Carmen,
Pordlle and 3t Engracia. “Bix thousand Feench
goldicrs were halted, and 700 killed, 30 army men
were made prisoners, six arvtillery guns, six flags and
a great number of rifles, horses and ammunitions
were recovered ',

Wha directed this magmibicent defense? A commaon
helief, a spiric of fortitude, a feeling of solidarity and
a faith that could move mountains in the Blessed YVirgin
of the Pillar, the rallving-point and inspiration of
the people of Aragon®

4 The secular and regular clergy J'll-gum al the top of the list. The
chapter ol Canons of Saraposs contribared 500600 silver coins, that of
Hurzca 20000, of [aca 5000, of Barbastre 2450, sl ol Roda 1500,
The great monaateries dicl sict Iag behind: Meontearagon 5000, che
Cartustan enagtery ol e l!"ll_'.'ll,:l.-q,:uﬁ'l'l‘ l::|_|||_-:'|_-|:l|||'||| '|.|:'|‘:'||-.'_,1|'.r" mainastery
of Tledra, Frueda, Yenaela, Sanca Fe 3,000 cach, Sijena 20060, and other
canveila atical 1000 each [Pane, op.cit. Ch 13, po 13,

4 Pano, op. it Oh, 1L, jo0 134,
® Ihid, ©h, 12, p. 150,
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It was on this day ol light and patriotism that a new
period openeed for the small Sisterhood of Charily.
Wi could well say that the Sistethood received chen s
First Communion. If Communion is a sharving in the
Body and Blood of Christ, the Sisters shared in the
passicn of the mystical Body, in the bloeod and agony
of the living Jesus, Several Sisters lay down their lives
after that First Communion, victims of heroie charity,

The humble superior had not untl now attracted
the attention of che outside world, Nobody would have
suspreted, perhaps not even hersell, the heroic nature
ol the charity she was about to display. Heroism is not
improvised. Maria Rafols from her early years had
been developing that heroic charity, going through all
the degrees of a gradual growih. "Nihil repente fit
summum'® says a Latin adage, nothing becomes great
in the twinkling of an eye. Maria Rafols had first shown
Ly entering the cloister heroic  detachment from
people, from those of her relations taken away by sick-
ness and death, fram her dear ones and lovely surround-
ings. She had shown heroic patience and  poverty,
submission and  abedience in the  insurmountable
difficultics coming from regents, patients, and workers,
who had made the Brotherhood sink. She emerged
from them atronger. She had increased her charily,
attending to the needs of thousands in those sombre
wards and corridors, deprived of light and [resh air,
in an atmosphere of gloom and hopelesness.

“In the exercise of charity the tenderness of her
heare was such that even the sick, unbelievers included,
and immoral people toe, vsed to tell other ssters that
their superior captivated theie hearts, and that when
shie was assisting them they thought she was their own
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mothes*™, In those four years she spent in the Hospical
she had trained her davghters, twenty-one by now, in
the same wys of charity, Their charity, like Christ's,
wid o be exercided in comforting people, restoring
health to the sck, healing their wounes, offering their
hands perfumed with the odour of charicy, and Lring-
ing peace and joy everywhere,

Charity cannot be kept idle or shur within naerow
limits. Charity is cver expanding and leading 1o more
heroie decds, Only an opportunity must offer itself,
and the opportunity had now arrived, The sieges of
Zaragoza will provide them with many tragic situa-
tivns, with many examples of valour 1o be imicated,
with oceasions w0 risk their oown lives, and with che
final catastrophe of the Heapital where they were
giving their lves, That heroism, in that histarical
moment, left an imprint on the Congregation,

Maother Maria did not stop her exercise of chariry
at the end of the day, By day and by night, interrupting
her sleep, she would go making her round of visig 10
the sick, and relieving the sisters who had cight-wateh?,
taking every possible opportunity to teach her danghters
not s0 much with wards but with the outpouring of
her heart which went out to the sick. Whatever she
taught in ker instructions held “every Thursday, or
latesl every fortnight,” as the Constitutions prescribed®,
harl heen more vividly depicted earlier before then
eyes with the living lessons of her active charitv, She
could, then, frecly “remark whatever improvements
."'.1..3'rl.=.i:.|:tr;r Process, linlinn Trooslation, Cilalogue ol Witness,
Witnezs I, no. 8, pp. b3,

T Thid, Witiesa "r'”l b, ||I 8 l"l'fl
! Copstitutions, Treeal. IV, Ch, 4.
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might have been desivable concerning  the  better
gervice of thesick.”

She was now in a position ta inspire the sisters on-
wards o the gscent, weging them on o bravery, and
unknowingly preparing them for martyrdom, Let the
hours of hunger, misery, exhaustion, pain steike quickly !
Lec the endbess daya of continual assistance to the sick
amd chee wounded come fast! The sicters are all ready
ta give np cheir lives and their bodics piccemeal.

General Palafox, the heroic defender of Zaragoza,
helpee by che Governor Don Calvo de Rozas, had
begun to organize the defence entrosting the works ol
fortification ta the fumons engineer Antanio Sangenia.
On June Z6th, the eleventh day after the siege had
begun, civilians were set up to guard the gates of the
city. They gathered in the Carmen square, and ook
the oath of defending the cioy il death, 5o well did
they fulfil the cath that when che walls cracked and a
breach was open and the enemies entered, they met
with an insurmountable parapet in the chests of the
citizens of Aaragoza. They had thought that 1o storm
the city it was sufficient to throw themselves ard
make an assanlt through the apen breach, They never
thought that Zaragoza had walls and bodies to guard
118 Lreasures.

Years later, Napoleon in the solitude of the ssiand
of &1, Helena, ealling to mingd thar vnexpected heroism
which lasted throughout this war, exclaimed, *Spain
has behaved as a man o hondur™,

* Tlistcey of !.5-1_:ui:|. Balleteron, Vol VIIL
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2. Heroic deecds

Commandant Faleo, by withdrawing from Tomrers
sl heading cowards the cily, defected, and allowed
the Fremch General Lefebre to ger hold of a very
stratepic point, On the 230 General Yerdier arrived
in the camp and being an officer senjor 1o Lefebre
took over the leadership of the cnemies’ forces,

Wounded soldiers began e be brought to the
Hospital. The number of vicums soon rose to alarming
numbers, On the 50th the bombardment began from
Torrero. Never had such a collective holocanst been
seen before, No sacrifice was spared, no posacasions,
no blood, no life. In their patriotic fervour they cul
down fruit and olive rees which abstrocted the way of
their defence, "The first projectile was shot, crossed
over the city and fell into the river Ebhro™™®, The
bombardment continued 1ill three o'clock in the morn-
ing of the 2nd. of July, One thovsand four hundred
bombs and grenades were counted by the watchmen
of New Tower. A fow houra lacer, Verdier thought the
time had come for the assanlt. The battle was bloody,
The defence of the Sancho Gate was unforgenable,
that of P'ortillo heroic, On this day Agustina de Aragon
ohtained the glory of heroine which was attached 1o
her name in the History of Spain. The fire-line was now
reaching the convent of 5t Joseph. The French army
was repelled with heavy losses, Verdier ovdered his
men 1o withdraw,!!

The inmates of the Hospital passed hours of terrible
anxiety The inflow of wounded pecple was constant.

1 Thid. p. L3894,
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There was no time for meals, no time o sleep. They
expericnoed the calamity of war in all it grim reality,

L1 this fival siege Maother Ralols, with all her presence
of mind, stood out performing an admitable fzat that
revealed her character and proved the qualiey of her
dedication. She came to know that some Spanith pri-
soners haul Been sentenced to death, She did woc lesi-
tate for 4 moment, In the company of another sister
andl after o nayrow escape from death, “she arrived in
the enemy's camp and presented hersell before the
French General, He vielded to her requests and granced
remission of the death penalty in favour of the one who
was already at the point of being executed™"®, The
game grace was granted to four others.

Om July 171h the brave and heroic defenders repelled
the assault at the Carmen Gate. Danger and anxdety
grew duy by day, but all the time the pratection of the
Blesaeel Wirgin of the Pillar was experienced in all her
loving and motherly love, A Tew days later, on July
#4rd, Fray Benito de loa Dolores weote oo the father of
the regent Don Pedro M. Ric, ¥My revered Master
and Lord, numhberless are the extracrdinary favours
we are experiencing every day through the protection ol
Our Lady of the Pillar. . . Yesterday, on St Magdalene's
dav, at four o'clock am, the French army :heo into
the cily some grenades, without however obtaining
what they desired, namely to destroy the people of the
neighbourheod, The only untoward event we have
come 1o kpow on that occasion was that one shell
badly Burt a poor calzed Auvgustinian Friar who was
lying in hed in his own monastery. Ancther shell [ell
in the General Hospital in one of the pationts ward.

'-'-.l:sll.léi.';li.l.T}' Process, Witness 111, ro. a4, pp. AL,
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But oo harm was caused to any ol the sick whe were
amazed and gave thanks o God"™H.

Regent Ric himsell added in a lewer o bis father,
Uihere were also some skivmishes at che Portillo Crate,
and the French had to fles huariedly, but lacer theee
was heavy shelling on cur balerics, however we sulfes-
cd no casualiy™H,

3., The fate of the Hospital of Grace

The bombardment became heavier on July 3Lst and
during the 1st and 2Znd of August, “the projectiles
wete Faling everywhere, Seven batteries and  sixly
artillery units of guns were carrying death every where.
From the lrst moment it beeame clear that the encmy’s
target was the Hospital of Our Lady of Grace, On the
third day the inmates had te vacate the Hospital and
transler all che suffering population te the Town
Heuse of the city and to the High Cowt', In the
mids of the anxieties of that agenizing operation, the
calmuess, covrage and amazing charity of the sisters
called the attention, admiration, sympathy and respeet
of the wicd citizens of Zaragosa. They were moving
among the whistling bulless falling cverywhere like
hailstones. In such critical situation “they did not
ahandon their sick, but braved all dangers while
translerring the patients and carrving away the belong-
ings which could be saved from the conflagration in
the Hospital, They condnued to serve them in spite of

the lack of all things and helpers to atend o them'',

L Pyao, seil, pe 142 foll,

W Thid. . 153

15 Yyl Ch, 18, . 161,

¥ Pank | of Eotances of Bisters, manusceipt ol Fe, Maveiio Olivas,
divector of the comemanity. Newitiate Archive.
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They were net alone in these tragic hours, They
were one with the people of all classe: of society of
both sexes. Some obstructed the attack of the invader
tor baedp the sisters, athers hastened vo help those heroines
ol charity in theiv magnanimous and exhansting cask,

The 4k of August dawned, the Buteful dare for che
Lime-honouped institution. Alter a feighiful display of
artillery that cansed the death of all the defenders
stationed at 51 Eogracia Gare, the chemics opened
twa breaches in the walls, and through them the
hated Prench aimy poured into the city, assuming
that it was already conguered, The French General
offered  peace  and  capitlation. General Palalox
angwered, “War and the sword ! They arived in the
Cogo and stormed the convent of 8t Franciz and the
General Hospital where terrible scenss of horror and
pain were seen, The poor insane, in those momenis
of confusion, run to and fro, some of them entering che
enemy’s camp, Mather Rafols fearing for their lives,
took ancther Lald seep by going out in their search,
Under heavy shooting she wene up 1o the enemy's
camp. No sooner did the insane see che sisters, and
specially Mother Rafols, than they recognized them,
tolloweel them as meek lambs, and the sisters hrought
them home with much labour and danger since the
shelling was every time heavier and the French were
closely advancing towards the city'7,

Soldiers and civiliang, full of terrar, were running
away towards the Arcabal, Tn such o critical situation
Antonio de  Torres halted in the Cathedral sguare
another group ol soldiers and civilians who were
rushing panic-stricken towards che stone-bridge, He

" Apestolic Pracea. Tetioay of Mether Joseli Badenas,
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addressed & harangue to them, made them react s
brave men, and together with the crowd proceeded
along the crossing streets in the divection of the Coso,
They mercilessly slavghtered many soldiers who were
indulging in looting and arson, They paralyzed their
activitics and by shooting and siabling with bayonets
ghut them up in the buildings of the Hospital arad al’
St Francis''™,

Accorcing to the Chronicles of the sicges, “Laragees
loaked like an erupting voleano wich all the thunder,
covulsions aned agitations of such eruptions. Some
were battling in theiv houses, others in the streets, in
some places they were making cheir way forward, in
others hackward, No discipline, no batile [ormation,
no tactics. Each one had to do bactle wherever it was
needed. Losses from hoth sides were very many’',

Tt was o night of sorvow and anxdeties for the poor
sisters who were unable to offer those victims the
comfort of their ardent charity. Everything had been
left hehind in the Hospital, medicines, bandages,
linen, beds,

The French General Verdier was wounded and
Ceneral Lefebre was again in command. O August
Sth hopes revived with the coming of a new dawn
and with the arrival of fresh troops. MNew arrivals
continued during the following days and hope retuened
to the hearts of the cidzens, for together with the
reinforcemenss, the rumor spread of the victory of
Bailen, where famous lancers knocked down with their
weapons the French infaniry who for the first time in
their lives witnessed the bravery and agility of those

1 Tiographies of Jeronima and Antonie Torces, p. 6061
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centpurs who -5.:;1:;11':::’_1 the enernies as if 1!‘.!’."!.-' were hraye
bulls™®,

The sufferings of the sisters did not diminish bat
were rather on the increase as the davs went on. The
sick were lying on the ground, the sisters could give
them anly sotae atraw sacks, vet there was aacreily
even of straw, Mother Rafols went from house o house,
Iram hespital to hospital careving in her soul the
weight of all those misforiunes with no other help than
the charity of the citizens she was imploring *. She
had to leave behind many of her sisters, the greatest
number of them being sick due to Tatigue, frights and
ill-treatment. On Avgust 13th the besieging army
received ceders to withdeaw, znd on the [4th began
o march towards Wavarre. A French historian informs
us that the troops were marching with heavy hearts,
showing in theiv faces the preavest sadness for having
heen humbled w the exireme and forced 1o go back
Lefore soldicrs whom they reckoned as little experienced™.

“Thanks to Ged and to the Blessed Viegin of the
Pillar™, writes the vegent Sencr Ric 1o his father on
August 17th, “we have been liberated from the French
army, They took to flight on Saturday at midnight,
leaving hehind the memery of their fury for 2 hundred
years to come, They burnt down the Hespital, St
Francis, 5t Didacus. Everything has heen razed to the
ground, all is in shambles, squalid, The ficlds are
covereed with Glth, rags, bullets, shells, grenades,
hides, ete,™3,

It I‘li'Il:I:lI.':-'. af Spain, Hallescrea, %ol WL

¥ These begging tows of the sisteee ae ceelioned in the prooees of
Bradification, 0 the Acta of the Sitiada, in the infoomation of cdficial
teneficent instilutions, ad in the conatane tradition of the destivle,
43 Pana, opcit, p. 15
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The damage caused to the Hospital was icreparable.
O Auvgost dch cthe hege building fell into the power
of the cnemy, and before they lelt the cily was set on
fire, Irn this manner the valuakle and ahundant medical
storcs, untensils, bed-linen, pillows, mallresses, heaps
of grain, stock of wine and oil and large ocks of sheep
perished. The total loss amounted to 20 millions of
reals®, The only material that was saved was the linen
sent out for washing, and this was the only thing that
could be offeved to the sick, From thar day on theor
fvocl was 1o be begged for day after day. The poor sick
had to sulfer many discomforts and be deprived of
clethes and of everything else, The sudden transler dicd
not allow more provisions o be taken and every one
else in the neighbomhood could not offer any kelp
since they were too Lusy with themaclves and the
victimna of panic. Mo words can describe the sullerings
of the sick and wounded during che defence of the civy
ot the destitution in which they lved for davs on end™ .

The sisters shared in thiz painful penury. They
completely Jost the fow belongings they had, Only
the few clothes sent for washing were recovered, They
had no headdiess to change, for the few thal came from
the laundry, in the excess of their charity, swere torn
and made to serve as bandages to wrap the limbs of
the wounded™, “Such were the labours and calamities
experienced by the ssters on account of the war, thal
only with God's help could they overcome them .

M4y fpmeer vilver ecin of Bpain.
i Papa, ap.cit. G, L3 p. 1B] Inll,
T Prgcdition Basdal diswn in the communily.

# Reghter of Bitinda, from April 22nd 1B0E o Beprember Ird 1311,
Beak [, Hoepieal Archive,
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Che August 15th, General Palafox sent an order to
the Siliada 1o the effect, “that knowing the discom-
forts of the sick, both soldiers and civilians, in the
hospitals provisionally set np atter the destruction ol
the General Hospital, we have come to order thar as
soon ps posgible all the sick, and the diffevent depart-
mente be transferved o the Royal Hospiee™®,

Withoue respite the second transfer was immediately
started. Though it was not so dangerous and spectas
cular as the first had been, however it was equally
painful, and it had vo he done o set things in order
in the new locaton witheut in the least interropring
the tasks and duies of every day. Sisters were quickly
moving from the Hospital wards to the gaes of the
Chureh, from there o the sireets and suares on errands
of charity, begging for their poor sick. The Lricf re-
marks in the Registers of Sitacdas show, for all their
laconjsm and coldness, the difficulties of the situation.
"Filty Llankets were taken in loan e the sick officers,
Beds were asked in charity from different communities.”
"The chiel took sulanitted lwo writien petitions in
which he expressed the need of supplies, They could
not he purchased For lack of money™, "The adminis-
tratee informs of the lack of supplics and money 1o
procure them; there is ne one who wanls o give
levans™?%, :

When all doors remained shut, one heart only
remained open to the needs of every one during this
teerible calamity, The heart of Maother Ralols powred *
out all the treasures of i weal and all the devices it

@ Fiiada of Awget Sind, T Book of Sitadas. Hlasplhial Aechive,

¥ Biviacda, Aaggust b,
¥ Register of Sitiadne, Book L, Hosplial Archive
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could think of In the Sitiada of November lith
reference is made to the rations the sisters had lelt in
favour of the sick. In other Sitiadas of the following
vears it 33 reconded that the sisters gave up completely
the right to their rations during the years LB0E and
1809, Besides this, "Mother Balols often went oul Lo
heg in the city, so that she might attend v the needs
of the poor sick by collecting bread, the cheapest kind
of sardines available, dry and already yellowish, which
however in that scarcity were considered a dainty™#,

4, The sisters' holocaust

Our admiraton of Mother Ralols increases when
we come to know thar during those dava the energetic
superior was moving here and there, spending her
time and alms and all the treasures of her hear
She was all the time confronted in her agonizing spirit
with the feightTul vision of her danghters who, emulat-
ing the deeds of her admirable Mother, were succumb-
itg 1o exhavstion and bunger, real victims of charity.
“Last Sundavy we buried sister Maria Teresa, one
af the voung sisters, and there are six more sericusly
il In point of fact, nine sisters died in the year
1808, and three more in the following yea. The
Sisterhond had been wounded and  badly depleted,
laat its spiric hadd been strengthened and confirmed with
the chariamatic gift of heroie charicy, Permission was
asked and obtained from the Sidada on Nevember
12th to accept six other siscers. Pather Bonal went 1o

B Temtirnony of Bother Tosels Badenas in the Proces ol Beatilicaien,
|'-E'f|:'||'i|||,:' Lid ||:-': :|:|.||:|,Ii'\..~::-\. |'\-|' h'r-'ll_hl_'l' r\.‘l:l'.l'_"_'l:'l. T'.[nll:l:?ll'll'.-.

WoIn i letler ot ]‘-].'l_iﬂll:h.'.'lll\.'- Fauste spens lo the ool ol Sasligs,
dated Mevember Dhch FBOE, Guotrdl by Father Calasanz Rabaza, 5ch,

P, op. e, p. LOL,
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warch them in Catalonip. The plan did oot materialize
for the time being, for on Nevember 230¢ the unfor-
tunate battle of Tudela took place and the advance
of the cnemy’s avmy, inundating the plains of Navarre
tlong the banks of the river Ebra, like an overflowing
river, brought panie o people in the country side
and in the cities.

The diminished group of sisters, gathered new courage
and strength from the Heart of Jesus, Thev were litde
more than skeletons ar corpses, unahle even to stand
o their feet, Buc in apite of this and al the imminent
artack, they accoemplished such prodigies of charity
that they can rightly be numbered among the greal
benefactors of humanity, The wender and admivation
ol eye-witnesses  and  the contemporary docwments
substantiate the truth of this statement.

5, Attack resumed

General Morcey, leading his troops of veterans,
reached the. gates of Zaragoza on December 16th.
Greneral Palafox took refige within the city with some
0000 men®. A new Clalvary was ahout ta begin,
surpassing in horrar the previous one. The untold
aufferings undergone by the people of Avagon in their
resistance can be compared with the most brilliant
and heroic feats in the History of any country, On
December 20ch thesicge was complewed, Already Vin the
last days of 1808 public health had beer deteriorating.
The unburied corpses lving about the roins of the Gret
siege, the exeess of an adventitous population of over
30000 people, the cold nighta and lack of habitual

1 History af Spain, published by Ingtie Gallack, Vol % by
Feelericn Camps, '
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rest, the scanty and unpalatable food made the troops,
specially these from Valencia and Murcia Fall sick.
In the Hogpital of the Hospice during the last days of
December theve were well over 6,000 sick™,

#. Death buat not surrender

eneral Moncey was replaced by General Junol,
ke of Abravcos, who in turn was succecded
by Marshal Lannes, Duke of Montebello,  "Afler
January 10th, the frequency of the bombardments
against the uncongueralle city increased,  Houses,
Churches, Convents, everything were left in ruins.
O the 24th surrender was suggested to General
Palafox. He proudly answered: "I know not how to
capitulave, | know not how o surrender, We might
speak of it alier my death!®,

Epidemic was spreading rapidly among many pec-
ple, “nearly 330 victims fell dead every day, 00 were
daily taken o the Hoapital and these who were admil-
ted there were lacking medicines and food. A hen was
sold for 3 pounds™

In the straitened circumstances, which no words
can express, save Bother Josefa Dadenas, “Mother
Rafols wirth two other sisters, one was called Tecla
Cant, the other T think was called Julliana, went
through many dangers and threats from the advanced
lroops, to the French camp Adter great difliculties
and insults they succeeded in arsiving in the presence
of the French General. In hee native Catalonian lan-
guage Mother Rafela explained to him the clestitu-

# Para, opclt, Ch 25,
@ History of Spaln, by Modesle Lafuente.
H Fhid.,
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tor and misery of the holy Hospital an account of the
scarcity ol means and vicluals, With such humility
and persuasivencss she spoke to the General that i::
;,"mm:r.:l her requests and gave her victuals and besides
A sale-conduct, fwhich T mysell saw kept in a ailps
board of the holy Hospital, it was shown to me l]1-
Mother Mardna Balaguer), so that Mocher H'.ll.l}lt
and the sisters could continue to collect pleces of lj:'r 1r.|
and meat left cver by che French Lrmy B, L

-i”‘I:'}I:;:"L';‘m:;jl:|{l|lf:ﬂl.! |1|‘. .":ill!tc'k of Torrere beaming with
o llw,mﬂ : .Lj_q;zll:Jl;-.r, .-I 0 -EI.-::I:.IHl.l:']' ._.l-ll'l':_llf'l_, the head
. ny of fier people; her victory was more
§weet, mmore pleasant, more pure, The  ast eiidancy
ol er virtue, the charm of her presence, cloched w-i[h
humilivy, had penetraced into the hease of the Torei-
Ener, EH:-" her hands, were fall of provisions. Time
il!'.l.'l again she crossed che line of fre, and |J]"-:J11J:EFII:
victuals for the sick of the Hespital, and there was
BvEn Slllltltli'h lefl over that che urgmit neecls af r"I-El["!;"
ftl]l:.'l'_ civilinns conld be sadsficd. Among them :'.'-.'-e"'l-'l"
the Carmelice sisters of the Convent of the Incatna-
tion whn were “snflering great penury and danger,
They were given heads and legs of animals an othes
victuals llu'c?ugll a window which wag apen o the sice
w!m'u now 38 the ward of special cases of the Flasjaial
el Our Lady of Grace™s,

[o the meant e e S
i .l u-lllllﬂ'-“-] neither fire, hunger, plague nov
wa were able to conquer the souls of those who

® Oedinary Praces, Wilnes XY, ao, B, p. 353.54
¥ Trsticnony af sisters Taperanza Loreate an Tasel £
; Cary addlsterd Laperanea Lovente and Jaselfy Fetehan Cataina
U.u.l wlite sisters ol the convent ef the I::'_I:.:.li'.l.llil.'zl. K;::LIL:Q::.I !i'lllu;
I':'ll-lllr'.t'-l'!.':_r“i:-l unted next to il then called Cacvalestenie Hospital
ke 3 e actual Heapival of Oue Lady of Gence, Ordinary Praress,
Wiiness XVI and XVI1, pp. 35.56, ; FE i
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were hesteged, Marshal Lannes wrote to Mupoleon,
“the siege of Zaragoza is unlike any other of our
foemer battles. To enter into the houses of the citizens
we are compelled to make an assault or to mrake vse
of & mine. These wretched people defend tl‘;i.:.lﬂﬂtl'.-'f.'ﬁ
g0 wildly that we cannot imagine anything like 1.1'.1.*1.
In a word, this 3 a rerrifying war, {\'E this VETY
moment the city is hurning on four differeat sides
and hundreds of bomba are Talling on it, but nothing
can intimidate its defeners”, Lannes in order to
dematish that strangheld of loyality ordered the water
supply to e cut, The Lu.'rril'}-i.ng torment DE. unhr:: arable
thirst, snd the contamination of the air with the
gtench of mountaina of corpses heaped up in the

i « |y ! Haba 3T
strects and public sgnares made life impossibile.

Mother Rafols, like another Maoses of old, ran once
more to the enemy camp o strike the vock of the
angered French Marshal and obtain the water for the
city, striking him with the miraculous ro<l af her
admirable charity™.

7. Capitulation

The days of Zaragoza were numbered, “T.h.“ light
wis now Tand to hand, from house to house, P'he Last
days of January and the whele of February were a
horrible nightmate, General Palafox fi:il su"lv:: The
defence Board thoughe any further resistance 1mpos-
cible® Pedro M. Ric went to hold a parley with
Cieneral Lannes. This ene said, “women and children

17 Histsy of Spain, [afweate y ’ .

i Tptrer of hnseel Sevil to Tomas Yillanueva, Ouallar, apesit, 7. L&
feee pte 1 of Ch, 1 af this boek] :

 Fistary of pain, published by Tustitate Gallach. Yal, V.
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will be respected, the mater 2 ended here®, “Not
b L i L ]

event begun,” answered Ric, *'this would amount to

an  unconditional surrender, for the city has sl

weapons, ammunitions and above all. . guts!™

A capitulation was signed on Februaey 21st 1805,
[t was an honourable cne for these valiant and beseged
citizens, The breach had lasted for 25 dayvs, and the
besieger had to spend Gfty-two days to be able wento
the cicy. He had been compelled o fight in the streeis
and to storm house after house. There had been
20,000 dead and 13,000 sick and wounded, The French
army lost more than B.000 ment?

The day alter the capitulation the ety was leoking
like a huge cemetery. The unburied corpses were piled
up and hall decomposed in the squares, specially
near Churches and Hospitals, Many days were spent
in works of sanitation. The 5th ol March was the dayv
fixed by the Duke of Montebella to make his trium-
phant entrance into the conguered city, It was an
unhappy dav for the courageous citizens of Zaragoza.
That military parade was the last drop of gall in the
mostrous cup of their sorrows. Several loyal men were
willing to be shot for the enly crime “of having loved
their mather land, the country of their ancestors,
their children, their most holy religion and the maost
evered Pillag'it,

B, A new Esther

Marzhal Lannes had invited his oficers and Franco-
phile Spaniards o celebrate his triumph, They i

4 [istery of Spain by Ballesteros, Wal, WL
U Enllagiss of & Poem of Garein Aristn,
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Becn invited o sumpruons banguet in the palace of
the Count of Sastago.

Chartty alone drove the servant of God, a Jover of
stlence and homble solicnde, away from the seclusion
of her lifs, and brought her to the midst of that orgy.
Full of shame and confusion, before the amazemend
of those invited, she, the uninvited guest, walked ingo
the midst of the lighted hall andd fell on her knees ol
the fecr of the Marshal, There was such an ardent
look, such a fervent appeal refleceed on her pale
comntenance that the Marshal, deeply teuched, asked
her, "whar dora our litde sister wish? “The grace
of forgiveness for those sentenced lo death, Loed,"
The General answered, Granted.” And they were
left: Pregt™,

This became another of the tasks she undertook
during tive war amd after 1L, viz, the assisiance (o the
prisonecs. Several times the sisters had pone “'under
heavy shelling o heal wouded Spanish soldiers fallen
in the French camp'™s,

With this golden broach we close the chapter of the
mest glorious event in the history of the pascent instis
rute which digtinetly revealed for all times the chariam
of Mother Balols and her Congregation.

" Opclinacy Process, Witness X1, co, B, pp. 4748,

M Official infoemation of the Proviccial Conumbalon of Glarliy.
Weare [BA0-10, Moavitiale Archive. Choolied b Luadlar, apeils 3 il
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GHAPTER VI1;
“BE SUBMISSIVE TO RULERS
AND AUTHORITIES” ‘Tit 3, T

Chartty loves te give, but no greater gift can man
offer 0 God than for His sake to subjecr his own will
te another's will (51 Thomas Aquinas). The relation
between charity and obedience is the relation be-
tween love and well ordered love. Obedience hecomes
the acid test of the warth of our charity and charismatic
love. Charity needs to be controlled by ohedience,

1. The aftermath of the war

1t is impossible to describe in what state Zaragoza
remained after the capitulation, The sufferings of the
citizens did not end there, The chief defenders of the
unclr.-|1r[11rl'u|}l|: city vogether with their leader, the
ilistinguished General Palafox, were deporeed. The
Spanish army evacuated the city. Most indispensable
victuals were lacking, anconymeus heroes were dying
of starvation, an epidemic was claiming their lives,
Eight thousand civilians died during the first vear of
the French occupation. Hespitals were overercwided
with the sick, and it was hardly possible to feed them,

The Fortress and jails were illed with prisoners, and
above all this there was the profound sadness of being
oppressed rather than governed by the hated invaders,
which increased the horeor of the ineredible calamity,

[t was the time to display heroic charity, and the
Fangel of the Hospital and heroine of charitg®? hraced

¥ Ordinacy Process, Witness XV, nie, 8.
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herself to meet the challenge, The dream of her voutk,
the ideal that had inspired her life had become troe,
A broad fetd of action spread hefore herself and e
danghrers,

Her practical talent and the spivit of sacrifice appear
in all sitvatiens. She cheered up the sick, provided a
home for the foundlings, sssisted the insane, helped
and rehabilitated fallen women, came (o the help of
prisoners, (Mien she risked her life to help many to
escape death. She went to the doors of the Churches
to implore the charity of the faithful,

2. Dhllicult obedience

The quality of ohedience is tested when we have to
deal with unflriendly authority, On April 20th 1811
a new chapter opens in the life of the Sisterhood, A
new poverning body of the Sitiada was installed, The
President was Miguel Suares de Santander, Bishap of
Huesca. This new Sitada brought o the nascent
institute a period of untold sullerings and difficale
obedience, The Sisterhood was to be shaken by storms
of misunderstandings which  nndermined  its very
[oundations, The union of the memberswas jeopardized,
the authority of the superior set at naught or called
into guestion, and it very cxistence was attacked with
uncalled-for interference, intemperance and  insults.
Yet this abuse of authorivy served only to reveal Lhe
cutslanding  patience, meekness and  supernatural
obedience of the Foundress, This obedience and
submissivencss was acknowledged by the President of
the Sitiada wha in his writnigs bestows veiled and
timid praises on that group of chosen sculs, In the
preamble of his Constitutions for the sisters, he says:

Gl

“we can not but acknowledge that, while examining
the costumes and moral habits of the Sisters of
Charicy, God has filled us with spiviaal comfort, on
account of the good example they give and the edi-
fication they cause with their solid Chrisiian beha-
viour™',

However, his opinion about the Sisterhood was made
clear in a letter to the Sitiada®: “T hase Jooked at the
srall secicty of sisters not as a small group of women
who live actually an edilying life, 1 have not looked ac
ihem as at o ehild in the cradle Fom whom netlung
can be feared, nothing ean be suspected; but T have
lacked rather ino the coming centuries and, nstructed
by the past examples of people whe, though weak in
the heginning, became later strong and even almost
nncenquetable, have completely cloged the door to
every possibilioy of their development. And so [ have
confirmed  their alsolute subordination 1o the most
Honecurable Sitiada’.

Authority does not mean avtocracy, Maother Ealols
obeved but did not acknowledge unlimited pewer.
She upheld the rights of the litde Sisterhood against
the meddling of the Francophile Sitiacda. Through
written reguests in which her [reedom ol action is
revealed, she negetialed with the new regents, so as
to preserve the distinetive leatures of her institute.
OHeen she guarded her davghters feom unjust vexations.

On account of the war not only the city but the
whole country was reduced to great penury, Under
these cireumstances it was unthinkable to aim at the
restoration of the ancient Hospital “Urhis et orbis",

¢ Reptster of Sdtiadas, December dncd, 101
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For this reason, another Hospiral was rehabilicated
“which had been a Hospital of convalescents, founded
in 1677 by His Excellency Don Diogo Castille, who
died as Archbishop of Zaragozs oo July S9th 1686,
Since the building had noet been consiriected to lodge
the sick, it was lacking all che facilities for cornfort
antl hvgiene'™. Yeo the resourcelul charicy of Mother
Rafols and her danghters made up for the lack of
comfort. All of them weee very exact in keeping their
dutica and wvery exemplary'™, “faithful imitators of
the servant of God,'™®,

3. Obedience to civil authorities

The Commandant General of the place in a kind
appeal addressed to the Sitiada requested that the
Sisvers of Charity should take over the work of cooking
andl distributing meals to the prisoners of was, Victuals
andl the necesary rations would be supplicd to them,
“The regent Marquis de Fuente Olivar agreed o it
and from December 1t 1810 the sistera tonk charge of
this service’, The prisoners were very many, *"The
aumber of prisoners we have seen in Zaragoza goes up
to 46.000. Food has been provided for all of them anid

! The narcowness of the building and the discombort 2o il forced the
Fiencl Cieners |.| Ceant ol Saclie |9 BT S5 TH Caenesal af "-:'?lH'l:lu: va petler
tlnt 1he convenl of nuas of (e l scicitation be added te il Thees iz

blic restimony of this Bt written in Zaragoen on Januwary Gth by
o W idal 4 Tremation abaigt the Provioe |H.Li;|| wstivite of Tenefice: W,
| Eesli- "I:!. h-:-'.'ll.l.l.l-'. Archive;, The sight ol the old Ilding wad e

depresaing 1hat one of the regents wrete in a letter 1o the Uownl of

Hils'..l,,gl}l B hesever [oenter thie T'|-cn|'|i|||l cloi s oy .'.il.-'[\.' is. eriled mead
aorrows averwheln me™ (Qalasscs Rabaza, Sch. e i, Lh,
XIII, @ 590

1 Oiedieary Process, Wik XY, no, 205 p, ™.
§ Qlwid, Witoess 1, na. 17, T F-HI
! Register of Sitiadas, Beok T, Pebruary [2th LA, Hespleal Aoclive,
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distriluted’, wrote the Francophile Bishop of Huescs,
[on Miguel Suarez Santander. Though the prisones
were many, Mother Ralols knew them all, she koew
thoeir sarvows, the great penalitics inflicted on them, the
hitterness of their soul, the misevies Gy suffered i
their prisons, and even the state of their consciences,
“She provided them with all kind ol victuals,*” choce-
late, biscuits and other sweets, from the alms some
charitable souls had handed for this purpose as o fining
help for the sick and the weak, ®Ceregin oflicers and
other important priscners ovdered her w buy those
delivacies by pounds and by guarters and she would
faithfully procure them.™

Loaded with her provisions she walked to the Fort-
resd, to Torrero, wherever those wretched prisoners were
to be found, carrving them in her lawge-sized pockets,
which became a byword, They werelike an inexhanstille
and bottemless larder, for charicy hag no limits either,
she served them with such kindness, sweetness ancd
patience that all were captivated by thar sodden
revelation of the wvision of saintliness made [lesh,

Her presence brought light in the dack hours of
imprisonment. She was always welcomed with glad-
ness, no obstacle could step her fom bher charicable
wark, On day she expedited the flight of one prisoner,
another day of gnother prisoner, sometimes by chang-
ing their clothes or by raking them in the cart of the
dead, or under the cart of supplics, Her boldness was
bordering upon madness, She constantly risked her
life, but God kept her safe in marvellous ways, In
ane of her creands they stopped the cart, providentially
that day no prisoner was being carried suvreptitiously,
and so they let her pass, Nat alwavs was she so fortu-
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nate, for on one occasion she was cavght while she
was saving some prisoners, She had fallen already on
her knees offering up her life o God and waiting Tor
the death-hlow, when those people accustomeed 1o
the horrors of war and without any hwman reason
which conld explain their behavieur, laid down tien
arms and lefl free that scarlet pimperncl® s of
medern rines,

4, To dic rather than to disobey

Sister president was uncer a complete Lotalitarian
svatemn exercised From the heights of absolute power,
This system gave room to all kind of attacks and
injustices which beeame the exquisite food  secved
daily to the poor sisters, On most occasions they
accepted it in silence and submission, except when the
uprightness of their behaviour, the need of their good
name or the purity of their life were called into ques-
tion. Then the voice of the Mother was heard in
magnificent argiemenis for the deferce of her dangheers,
With the determination of a Foundress she protected
constantly the institution born of het heart.

In the Sitiada of April 4th 1811 the Accountaat of
the 4th, division, in 2 document he subinitted, demarid-
el that che sisters should give an account of the alms
collected in the boxes of the Churches. The answer
of Mother Rafols, humble butl courageous, calm and
logical, foiled this design which wied to cast doull

¥ bis, The name refers o onocharncter o ¥rench novels abour Loe
French Bevelution, He was o geotlesan of the Englith oehilily wha
succeedel in aawing wany perscas belonging e the Fronch :_|l.-||-||l!.':
helping chem o crosn the English Chacnel and find safery in England,
Tha English gentleman wore i a botten-hole  the Aower salled soadet
pimnpernel,

b

and suspicion on her Gdelicy in the adminisoraion of
the Hospital, The sisters were actually the ontstanding
Lenelactresses, "who for the benefic of the pocr had
Lefi theiv own fomd, and the money given to them Lo
their indispensable expenciture, These [acts are not
only known to all, but are also recorded in the account
books of the Heapical'?,

Beon they aimed at ucther attacks, relving on the
impunity with which they could get the bester of them,
Mother Maria would come out of her eunslomary
silence to defend the honour of her daughters which
they were aiming to smear. They had accused them of
hiding a calumny against the reputation of an inna-
cent priest, The Sitiada gave her ne satisfaccory
answer, and so she had recousse to the Archhishop
Before whom her voice sounded calm and courageous
like the voice of the prophets of aldd.

Her sharp mind and the knowledge she had of men
macde her understand  that the acacks had  been
divected chiefly against her, Full of gencrosity and
magnanimicy she tendered her resigration an Septem-
ber 12th 18112 OF lictle importance swas it 1o her that
she sheuld be igaored and set at naught, what matter-
ed was that the congregaticn shoold be preserved and
should embalm and purify the air with i (ragrance,

Eleven months Jater, the new Consttntions wrilten
by Bishop Santander came into force, They had been
written with the delibevave intention of forhidding the

! Wegaber of Sitiadas, Boek I, Novernber 820 1B1, See alse (ke Brave
todemce of the Mother made by Maiouis of Foeiete Olivar, in the same
Sitlada of Apeil dch 1011, Register of Sitiadas. Tospital Acchive,

* Chlasans Rabae, Sch, I Op, eit, p, 190,
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prowth and expansion of the institute. :E'hn.*: reality tar
surpagser] his caleolations, The i',]'l|'.l|.ll'.":1|.l'!1:lll'l of  the
Conmirutions  mortally  wounded  the  Sisterheod.
Without the action of Divine Providence that was
warching over that work inspired and preserved by
Godd, the institute would certainly |1._11.'-: digappeared.
The prudent Mother quickly [wrr_'u:w'v_il the danger
anil in a petition, full of tact and foresight, projsed
spme remarks which time was  show how necessary
they were for the wellbeing of the Congregation. Al
declared, “that they do not aim at commanding but
at obeying”, she added “thar they would be extre-
mely satisfied, at peace and rest if rllu.'ir RUpETIONE Were
always and only the Senor-regents’, for Uihey .WUUH
prder them in the best manaer, without passion ot
ey which are to be leared in any other subordinate
|:-nsi.|icm as they themlseves are'™!?,

Cn August 10th the election ol o new superior tock
place, Mother Teels was clected and on August El'.ll.h
the dilferent offices were distributed. Mother Matia
was appeinted to lake charge n[. the keeping and
washing of linen, and of the sacristy.

Obedience and submissiveness brought |1l‘:|:' L |'na1I
type of death, For all purposes of ruling the Sisterhood
she was dead. Gladly she accepted the new situatlon
when she world have many more chances to obey
than to command, She had been a soul intimately
pussessed with the idea ol atonement. l'lll.':l.' di.rm‘lvﬁ
had been always o help, like ancther Yeronica, Chris
in His ahedience, and, like ancther Gyrenearn, (o calry
the Cros, 1o weep like the women of L]I“I'I.I*_-'p-il.!ln’_'Jrl. and
to pour, like Mary, the alahaster of perlume at the

. Bl Llye
¥ Dyiginal preserved o the Novicdate Avchive.
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feet of Cheist,. Mothing, therefore, could have been
prcesed frem her more congenial and more in keeping
with her inclinations, than the new appointment.
She hadd learst frone ber Losd thar sonls can be saved
only by obediently dving on the Cross.

She Buvied hersell in o the trivigl eloties of decarating
the altars with lovely bouguets, set the vestments in
prder, kept the dust awav from the sanetuary, made
the hosts with her own hands and placed them in the
sacred vessels, God alone could reveal 1o us the incen-
sitv of that love with which she was performing those
Lasks,

5. Mo union of hearts withowt obedience

Almost from the beginning of the povernment of
the new superior disunion and restdlesiness began to be
fell amoig the members of the com gy, I the
very same month of August, sister Maria Macia left
the group and was the licse o ogquit the Sisterhood of
Charity of 8t Anne to pass on to the convenc of
Foosenansa, The sister i Jad some disageecmenis with
4 regent, of the Sitiada'l,

On September [Ych Mother Tecla proposed to the
Lard Bishap “that gince twao sisters had died and an-
other had passed w the convent of Ensenanza, and a
fowcthe one was i Houesco without hope of lile, she
would like very much to know whether it would
pease His Lordship to ask the Honourable Sitdada 1o
grant her permission 1o admit four sistera o take the
place of those four'™® The Sisterhood had been,

o Colasanx Rabaza, Sche P, Op. rite pp. 146,
e Ihicl,
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indeed, very much reduced and itE. Ir.-rm'ri1_r.1::tir_m
seemed to be impossible. In these crifical circoms-
ranees for the life of the Congregation Mother Maria,
the very soul of the Congregation, had o leave, on
Sentember 2th, for Oreaio de Daroca, accom panied
by aister Teresa Rivera also seriously ifl’'™.

Mother Maria confided the anguish of her heart to
ne one, In hey sorrows “she loved the comfort of
conversing alone with Goed.” The only key lo the
passession of Being is not-to-be. The blessed fruit rc,r
alwavs obeving is the destroction of self-love, sclf-
determination, selfwill, When these walls are pulled
dawn the rush of heavenly waters flows into our being
inundating the soul with Divine lLove.

1 Sep netition of dMother Tecla Lo the Sitinda, Maovitiate Archive,
See pekibis
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GHATTER VIIL:
PDANGER FROM MY OWSN PEOPLE?
: 9 Cor II, 26

We lett Mother Rafols, at the end of the previous
chapter, undergoing a kind ol spivitval death, We
are not to imagine that that was the end of her story
and ef her influence in the [']u]]gr{';:rl'ﬂl_in:'_- she had esta-
blished, Chuite the contrary, This death i like the
ceath of an apoatle, like the destrueton of the grain
that falls and dies in order to bring ferth a new life,
mote plentiful and vigerous, In the Nifs of the spiril
and in Cheistian life life comes frem deach, The last
end of holiness 8 net so much renunciation of the
human personality as the possession of Ged, She began
now to live a new lile, and o be more inlluential
than ever in the Congregation she loved, [t was proba-
bly at this time too that she developed higher degrees
ol prayer, for her influence now peints towards a more
apivitual leadership and 0 a mere intimate union
with Goe.

Whoever attempts the foundation of o religious
congregation will labour in vain if he thinks that he
can accomplish his design by muliplying rules, increas-
ing external austerities, regulating dizt and abstinences.
All these things would have litde or no effece unless
the minds of religions persens be truly instructed in
the ways of praver and in the need of Gllowing the
nernal guidence of the Spirit. [t i3 remackable ar
this time how spivitual peace, serenity and tranguility
showed in her actions, which conld not procecd frem
any other souece than the Spicit, And the Cross was
all the time her sovercign delight,
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1. The Sisterhood without the Mother

The pericd of time that Follows the departure of
viother Maria to Oreajo de Daroes is full of arguish
and j1 most dearessing for the Gisterhood, indeed, not
[br her, There was need of that power lowing from
her words, giving certainty of faith and hopeful assur-
ance of a better world where only the sirong arcive.
There was need of that “grave demeancur an stately
decorum,™ even if it was only an exterior belp, but
clearly revealing her interior beauty, That example
was atractive and uplifting, There was need ol her
smile illuminating the dark nights of penury and
uncerlainty, when things wers s¢ upstable and without
any support to lean on. Briefly, she was needed for the
future of the Sisterhood sinee the Clongregation lud
not yer been confirmed by Church authority, and fov
the perseverence of the siaters in their First wocation,
specially now when no olker prospecls were in View
than o wretched existence and a life without scope oF
icleals.

She had “helped the sisters in making greal pro-
gress’” during the hard days of the foundation anil
Ui most difficult times of the sieges. She had been
“appointed sister Major from che starl, angd she conti-
ues o be so now, discharging her office with great
aucces’

by accepting her resignation the Francophile Siviaca
had deprived the Sisterhood of that supernatural deiv-
ing force exercised through her governmetil, Without
her the Sisterhood had hegun to crack and to wmble
down, ‘This process of deterioration appeared  most
A 1_'!lrrl.i;1-:|- Process, Docupnent 58,
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l:|l.“-"l.1'l_';' ac the moment when she moved away frem the
I'!us.puatl and her protective action came 1o an .:[ll:'
XNo o W there now to exhort, instruce, foster hop :;:
angl conflirm them with the vision of ]_ru;Lt'r d #
least no one like her, SRS

r]'pili;:: ntll :.:l-_,{.iiiimm?m‘ '-fhi:flfi-ill.i l'ﬂ]:lti*j]’ll.‘lil. with M::fhﬂ
o4l ght ol entering  other  congregations
'.-'.Jul.rt: they could find the seeurity of a stable con

E:Jﬂfm“ andl the possibilicy of p:::r]'r{'.rinn. 'I“F;g-';f-nl;an:lffp::ii
;jlrl.hl‘l:ﬂi;:_tar}'wllll'.T-'lr!u_gl‘.lm‘.nls fea Iul.lllm'n their wishes,
.;J[';lh.; “;wl :"J:;lrlilml.ullv.‘l', questioning the autherity

. U‘rE .“"--:.lw:n::lh{'r [Gth, 1812 the Sitiada hacl o sl

CETEAIN cuestions raiseel by His Lordship t'f:-nrn?n'ninz‘r
:llhr. l:':'d:ll-hl.'u:ug and government of 1he .“:jawrhn_:-u-;lg.
making the sisters understand the absolute subordina-
|..|r_'||l: |.|I.{:‘_|" musl alfer o their superior, in the things
ConCeETning the Hospital as well as those l'-|'|1'|-:'l.'l'll'i1i=

[ ."?ﬁl-;'rhl.mtl, according to the Constitulions s g
promises they have made™. Poor Mother 'I'L*r.l-;u:*
apite of ber good will, was powerless 1o ward -ulll"llf--::
evils threatening the lile of the 1’_:::;-|'|_|_1;r|_'-q‘.:|_‘:1i|::||1 .

2, The Maother without the Sisterhood

Fliese nEws reached Orcajo de Daroca, but the
servant of God, far rom being cowed -.'Im.:'n X |i.
difliculties, spurred herself to overcome |h¢-111aw':t¢
agh ol self-conquest and sacrifices but, above all -:]11
had recourse to prayver. FPrayer wu; the ._!I{_l'l.'l.'lﬂ'].'l-"i.
weapon shi: had decided to use 1o avert the I:'1IIir of IJJ
aiiterhood and s cotal extinetion, Hu_-[ -PHYLE' -.-,:L:
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ars and lervent ot of faith and

. anded with e
Arcomy d an answer from heaven.

trust, and so they ohlaine .

Shortly alicrwards she ru:l_.m'r.n?d lnI 1It-.|!.* lIIusbiJ.JTI!;
and with her presence all animestly _5:.;.1!‘:.u nq] I':Hul-.:[
began to be different, Her prayer life had l| e 5-:;.1'“
power ol irradiating peace -l‘,‘-'fr:r"-'-'hfruli?'n{ ‘ togethe
with peace, courage, LIust anid happiness®.

3, No danger from without now

On July 9th 1813 the French troops left ?;Mﬂ?i:::.-
for goud, Three days later, rhere was an r:-ur.?-::-_ru.:m_x $
meeting of the Sitiada, The regents hasl ToECly e
official order from the legltimate ﬂ-_1l+-.nnlll1_,. 1||1 ! I|:'|_.|:i|.;
teyms, Fhaving becn informed ad my it:ru"-f[s; I. 0y ;
city, that the Royal arnd Generil Hospital of .fm._wrsl.-_»”}-,,
of Grace is governed by a Sifiacda made up n_l ]|;1 s
nominaced by the introder li'}g-u:vnnu_-n'r, l e t.lrl L-L[.,_-
the members of the said Sitiada cease |.'|'|'I:11:|.L"l_?l.‘;'|.ri.l;:l
fram their functions, and leave them -:':{]'Jl:q'|l| I-lm-l:;}['m-:;
the legitimate regents who were their members be
the oeenpation of the city™®

Though we are not sare of the cxact date, it m;r:n'::i
very likely that Maother Tecla, taking as an Ull':.'.-l]mtﬂiu-
r:il.{r the change of the Sidada, E:L'L}[Jf}ll]‘l.l.'f] : u_th
Maria to the work in the Hospice. (e change 1.111!., ;
not liave been to the liking of every onc, and 50 a 1;[%.1]1
of it reached unofficially the Sitiada. n ."'mL:gLI.HT. 2 .'. ks
1813 the Baron de Purroy, one of the regents, wm»:lxjm}-
powered 1o investigate Hyehether any sisters had : JLL-.[_-;
removed from their offices who had been appoinle

! 'l'l.a.!li'.iu-u lpt in the Lm-p;!rg-.u_i-_u'.. :
b Chlasans Habazs, Sch. P Ol Cit pe Ll
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by the Sitiada on the proposal of the superior on
August 20ch of the previous yvear, and @ forbid the
superior to change any sister withour the knowledge of
the Siriada’s,

lvestigation svas carricd out by the Baron “and
a8 a result el il in the Sidada ol Avgost 301, a memo-
vial was read oul in which the superior, Mother
Tecly Canti, beseeches thar the Sideda may deign
le grant facultics 10 her to change the sisters from the
wardds and other offices, a5 it kad been cusomary e
fore.” To chis effect it was apreed npon that as regards
the change from the wards of sisters whe assist the
sick, she may do so according o her prudence; hut
she shall not be empowered 1o change the sisters who
had been appoiried by the Sitiada, for the removal
fram these offices is exclusively reserved ta the Sitiada,
and the Sitiada shell never proceed o make any change
without konowledge of the case™

The removal [Fom office of sister Antonia Dalmau
appointed an Aagust 20th 1812 o the care of the
loundlings, and her replacement by Mother Maria,
cloes not appear in the subsequent Registers after the
disposition of August 50th 1813, From this we can
cenclude that very likely the change had already taken
place before that date and though, under cover of a
sceming protest, theSitiada let it pass as a fait accompli,

4. “ln toil and hardship®

God led her through obedience so this new ficld
of the apostolate, Her zeal for souls found a gelden

opportunity to be exercised, The children became her

K Register of Sitiadas, 1813, Hosprital Arclive
¥ Thid.
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patrimeny il the end of her life. They wete her wealth,
her solace, her very hife. She sk care ol them with
delicate lowe and uncommaon enderness, She planted
in their innocent souls the seecs af virtues, She be-
came Lo them their  providence, their  counsellor,
their true mother.

o sponer was she chosen for that task than she
“in a most beagtifol decument informed the Sitiada
about the wretched condicion ol the wards ser apart
for the children, The sick children were living together
with the healthy and there was dunges af contaglon.
There was neeel of more beds. The wel-1mrses Wt
hehaving unbecomingly, The sgualor of the rooms
was demanding an immediate semedy together with
a few more IMprovements for the well-being of the
little boys and girls™®

The vequest found a great supporter in Heno
Navarrere, regent for the week, who on Oetober 20th
1615 suggested the need 1o wansfer the Hospice to
a more suitable place with larger rooms and more
fresh air', He wanted alse different wards for fallen
women, for the wards they preupied then had not el
requireld privacy and one can easily imagine the in-
comvenicnces. In answer 1o his request, it was agreed
that in the convent of the Incarnation a guitable place
should he found with all the T UITEIenLE which were

lacking in the prescul ward of foundlings wishing the

narrow  precinets ol the Hospital. Senor Baron e
Purroy was commissioned to do the needll, Choce

the appartment was ready the children should be

srangferred there, and an honest wWoniin sunght who
could reside permanently in that institution and help
T Gaaliar, “Lik of Mother Ralols" Book ¥, Ch, 1%, p. 231
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the sister am il . ~
3 e care ol the children ar
e the children and the wets

ﬁhIE‘.HIrll:"TJljll.:-ll:lr.iL:ll-lll-.‘;' the H?.mplr.ui'u penury, the regents
ol :'Illctcl.l;tl: nm‘l“‘ ]iiwm in complying with the wishes
- Blone ] aria. Later on, when the . of th
fJI:E“"E:‘l'rlllnnl ||__||'|'|I.I!-‘.'|l their supericr, ﬂjll:' lf"l,":lll':'?t;lr-l"laﬂlIll'.:l'
L ].l.. l.-.-: I|! If_-l.-fum:ll‘.na., m:uhf i cage againil the
o JJl al elammiag hack the building which they had
]I--hf;l}: oned ot c:l'rr:-lnE?u|.-ijmJ ane which Marshal :'-]unll:.H
s _|LI]II.L‘:-'.|. tor the Hospital of convalescents, the Hospi
claimed in delence of its rights that “lhé-ls.':iz:l U'E-I-‘_lt-“ll
J.1:1-:I. been annexed to this Hospital with ;=]T IJ-:--FWL{LITLI
puous vegetable gardens, and so the !'im. 31:1:1;-“-]“.“'
!H'I‘.Srl"-]-l.‘d snd repaired the convent and I::u.r_g :alwr:-at‘nl«{t_]I
;:11-::1[..:': -Im}“|w“- qu_ mclnz.-;-g.r_. s much as the J'iunnr-i.il
I Jlu{lh]:::.:f permil, in order to make it fic for use
could ot .I.I:u Lf:-:& .lc:. _Hl.t i llmﬁ(:. GERRILICILE Syl
s noL e I.‘.-u.JJILIlLl.}.' k_l?pl within the precincts
w Hospital or the building for the convalese
;mci s the foundlings and several other I'E': hmu-ll
odged there, ™ . TR

When the building of the of i
one of the '.'.rinr-E:d:'.-lfl“htlﬁj' :::uihd HE)FP!WJ ity
ik 15 0 : ent of the Incarnation
: aL e vt to cenmble down, il was repaired in unln:':‘
c:- preserve the memory of the servant of God wh
fad net only apent the grearest part of her lile th 3 :
but had alzo rendeeed her soul to Ged ':‘”J R

1:.“rutu_ I~|.J:::-:I|nr:| ol the Hospice under the motherly
are of Mother Maria were now lacking nuTlﬁ.m_::

:’J I_?Eim.-:- aof bitindas, 1815, Hespital Awchive,
vl Movember lhch 1818, Hosplal Archive.
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She knew how to provide them with whatewer was
aeeded. The Hospice Lecame to them ﬂ,lmm'.z' .
Church, a school, a place of recreation. bum-;g.!uulflw
che wenld sk from the Sidada woellen or Hnen sw ade 4
ing clothes; at other times, mike use of the w{ﬂl-knmﬂ;
name she enjoyed in the whole city of Zaragonn and
collect abundant alms for her '.illll‘.l pnes, to the ml-ﬂlﬂll
of proveking a certain Ao of jealousy mm::“-ﬁ_:_urtiﬁ
regents, They agreed in Sitiada of ﬂt‘:LﬂbI}I: Sth,
1214 “rhat the Sisters of Charity in charge of “-_'“””I:ll-.’-
the Hospice, which is the only department 10 [[luﬂ
House that gathers alms for t];cmm-lw:lﬁ, shiold o -.H
them in boxes lixed in an appainted place, and 511!:|u [
give an account of the amount gathered and of thl{
manner how it has been spent”. The Act was Sigitt
Ly Senor Navarrcte and Don Augustin Sevil.

She was much concerned that the smalll hiahies should
have all the care and attention thei tencler age
demanded, “warching the hehaviour n_[ the wet-nurses,
warning them with love and affection. . IMIEPEETI:E
daily whatever things were done  Lor tlu:. gTNf.
cleanliness and neatness of the wet-nursts and the
children, and taking cave that the '-'-'n:t-:-,IEr:ri HIII.’FI:ll.I'.E.
live in peace and union ameng themselves' ™3, sparing
no labour or sacrifice in order to procure them some
satislacdon’™®,

When the children grew up and began ta ﬁ]'lisil.'k,
she taught them to pronounce the hely name of f:-c:-:ln,l_
ane infused into their own Lﬂl'.ldb!.' hearts the ln'-:-r:_ o
Jesus and Mary, His Mother, of the haly goardian

EL] J:’r-iu'.i'.i-..'n:-i_i_m:-.li‘.'.l'..cl'l-i. Treatlae o e Siser in charge cf Eouisdls

ingd, Movitiate Acchive. .
o Cipdinary Process, Witness KL oo, 4, p A6
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Angel, |_L|_‘:r_'r_'|j||_g' them wich che milk of rencler ane aalid
pietv. Her intdmate, sweet words found o deep echo
in the souls of the little ones who loved (o be by her
sitle. "Bhe would recite wich therm the acs of faith,
hope and love', ™ "leach them pious hymns,™'® so that
from the mouths of little ones and of babes divine
prefses resounded all over the place, She enjoved (heir
infant games and inculeated in the voung siscers all
these practices ““recommending them Lo treat the
children with the greatest tenderness and since chey
had no parens the sisters should take ther place™,

Thart isclated department was a unigue department
of the Hospital, & true spnctuary of peace, a haly place
where the angels of God were asceading and descend-
ing, for God had granted her o special gift to end dis-
cotds, ancd wherever she was, there was no room for
discord of any kind!?, This peace was the outcome of her
diligent endeavour that “the wet-nuraes should live a
good Christian Efe, persueding them to attend Mass
daily, recite at least one paet of the Rosary, say the
Angelus when the clock struck have some time for
spiritual reading and o prepace them for confession
and communion at leasc cnee a montch™

She discharged this delicate task “with exemplary
prudence aned zeal'™, Such zeal brought about valu-
able results. The hearts of people were open ta her,
Her words full of motheely love and the uncidon of

-

1k, Wliness 110, Siscee Justing Sais,

Promitive Conslitusiars. Thid

Information of ceronln ;n:is'.l'la. ComlEnporary ol the: sexvann of Gad.
Didinary Process, Witees ¥, na 11, 1 08,
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arace were enhanced by the power ol truth and a life
:T comstant soerender and saceifice, 'I'IL-:w_.'I conld {]I’_‘I'::'I.I'_I-
lish even the most solid fortresses of wices ..'-l.[1|_'|._::ll'|‘i.
“God had granted His masd-servant L special gilt e
atir the hearts of people, and sa, during the war al
Independence, with her g il example il w:.-umls:
she succeeded in converting :-'.J,-»fu':ﬂ -::ll;.'ht: sick i the
Flaspital, botly Spanish and French.'' 3 N

These admirable conversions filled her lu:au:l with
jey. She obtained them from God r.n’._u‘nb_.-' with I.|:||‘:
.hﬁrr:inq lavguage of her praves ef pelition, ].Illfllil:l!:'.:
with the help of the most austere ot el !':._ 1
wag very mortifed and penicent, she I.|.5|‘:1'!. b q.l}:asu_w
her |H_.,_'|.:- and seourge hessell dnspite ol her o ily
weakness®,

5. “In hunger and thirst”

After the calamity of the war and the _l"1'uunh
pecupation the scarcily of means in the Mospital o
s greal that it migh well have lgnnu_cnlh:il I'lLlSl.-Ulr..
In Sitiada of December 2nd, ]HI.H. it was already
agrecd “that due to the scarcity Ul. linen in Tl1cr.!.-J-:_|.==-.
pital, an appeal showld be made o the zeal nnﬂl_cllu.lrlty
af FPather Jehn Bonal whether Ij.t:lwunlrl b wnhug:_r, ]l.rlu
go, alene or in the company of the persons he migh
choose. Lo the city to beg for this |'|.1!'LI-;I.'.I.I.';i.'II' need’
The silnation became more and more |*.-:L|_|1F..11 and en
Varch 24¢h, 1814 it was decided as it had }I:L;-:ta
customary before, to restore this year Lhn_' fenst n-r th_r.
Sarrows of Our Lady, the Friday belore Good-Fricay,
1o be celebrated in the Chureh of this bioly Heapital,

i Thid, wWitnese Y11 o, L1 G3. .
i pegisner ol Gitiadlas, 1814, Noevihaie Mrpehive,
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empowering the Senor Baron to appezar before the
chiel Mayor of the town and request kim to inviee the
Tewn Gouncil to the celebration, In timea past the
Peputy Governor used to attend this sacred function
and give & handsome amount of wool, lines and othe
articles. Since the Moonarchy, by a new Constivncion,
has catablished once more the County Courcil, it was
agreed thae this Provineial Body be invited to chis
function. The Senors Navarrete and Baran de Purroy
were depuded 1o this elfect,'3%,

The celebration took place with greac solemaity,
but due co political events, the longed-for and much-
needed alms were not collected, "On April Gih, 1814,
Wednesday of the Holy Week, at 3.30 pom., on his
teturn from banishmenes His Majesty King Ferdinand
VII, made his solemn entrance inw the city of Zara-
goea, He was carried in a decorated roval-carriage
pulled by fifty citizens chosen from among the heroic
defenders of the city. Twenty-Tour damsels; danghters
af those who had most disdnguished themselvea in the
time of the sicges, elad in white garments, their hair
Let down cver their shoulders, and cheir beads decoraiecd
with gatlands of Aowers, were halding as many riklhons
that hanged from the royal-carriage, Several couples
marched before the carriage perlorming some hucalie
dances and other items. Ac the head of the march
there went a squadron of drageons from Madrid,
followed by several companies of rifle-men, His Majesuy
was accompanied by the Military Governor, the
Royal Licutenent and other governors, General
Witinghan with his army generals and other distin-
guighed perscnalities riding on their hoeses, In che

i [ald.

a4




roval-carringe  His  Majesty  was  accompanied by
Prince Den Carlos, the Duke af St Charles and General
Palafox. The procession crossed the stone bridge,
made i3 way along the Tanncries and entered by the
Burnt Gate, All along the way tll the Roval lodging
(the House of Sastago) there were decorations anel
rins.

O April 11th, after having spent che Haoly Week
in Faragoza, al 7 am. His Majesty set ot or
Valencia'sm,

The days between the fease of the Sarrows of Clor
Lady snd the entrance of the King had been days of
cepseless activity [or the authorities, busy with the
prepatations for the royal visit, There was no tune or
ppportnity to remember the straicened circumstances
of the Haspital, The joys ol the grandiose reception
wepe still lingering in the memory ol everyone, that
exorbitant expenditure had not vet heen liguidated
when a decree was issued on May 4ch, derogading the
Constitution. and all the Institotions created by i,
and establishing Absolurizm,

During these vears, most difficult for the upkeep of
the Hospital and its very existence, the sisters, for E:ll'.
their spirit ol self-denfal acd gacrifice, veached tne
limit of human endurance. In the informaticns of the
Sitiadas is reflected the state of inanition to which they
were reduced, Frequently, we read remarks like I1h-:
following * “Permission has been given o sister Praacisca
Rusic to go to breathe her native air, since doctors have
prescribed it as pecessary lor the recovery ol her
healch™, Tweo months® leave was also graneed "

= :-.-j':-|_|i._-.|-_:_: Pana Bucta, “The Cognless af Buveta™ 2od paic,
3 Reglsier of Sitiadas, Ocober Srd 1HL4. Hesplind Archive,
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Mother Maria w visit her nadve place, “this leave
was most willingly granted by the regenrs since it was
apparcil fu all that she was sick and exhavsted”,
A short time later “a certificate of Doctor Martin
Jimenez was submitted, in which he declares his
opinion that Sister Josefa Codina should move 2o ker
native place in order 1o restare ber health''e,

These constant lailures, in the health of the sisters
could not but alerm their superiors, and Morher Tecla
knowing well what was the cavse of the cvil, submiceed
a proposal o the Sitada clearly informing “that the
ration ol bread supplied 10 them was nou sufficient
from the time when the ration had been reduced.
Phe Sidads accepted the propesal and ordered thet
24 ounces should be supplicd daily 1o each one of e
sisters, 5o that they may make soup for breakfast™2,

It was pot only Mother superior hot the regents
themselves who were witneasing with pity the heroic
enclurance of those wdlmirable sisiers, Fearing their
total extinction, they propased to their Tellow regents,
as Benor Aries did® "chat since three or four sisrers
were sick and with no appetite, ic would be convenient
w add bacon and “'garbanzes™ instead of beans.
He, of course, was only sugEesting o the Sidada so
they may follow whatever cowrse of action might be

Judged fair and condicive, The Sitiada agreed o che

proposal of Senor Arias and arlered the Adiministra-
ton woanpply the corespending amam of the said
articlea®s,

= Ibid, 18012180, Heesial Archive,

2 Thid. '
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A ype ol pess colled in Tadia Kabdi grase. Lacde, choer.
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These precautions, necessavy and just though they
were, came a bit lace, Their bodies were weakened and
exhavated by the constant asting of so many vears,
and by the excessive labours. Mot only was the Sister-
hoad suifering this inconvenience hut the workers in
the Heospital were also greatly handicapped by the
constant shortage of the sisters. Sisters were wanted
in all the departments, for the few whe were left conld
not cope with all the tasks in spite of theiv selfless
erleavons,

The adminizteation feund “oat it was most economis
to put the management of the kitchen in the hands ol
the Siscers of Charity,®, The Sitiada agreed to the
representation, but said “that it conkl net b cloms on
aceount of the small number of siscers; in the event of
their numbers heing increased the Sitizda would find
the means to implement the proposal'

Reparls were also brought to the Sitiada abwiit
“the vegligences lound in the care of the insane of
both sexes, They sgreed that the Senor President
should discuss with the Sisters of Charity whether in
crder te remedy those dificiencies they could take
charge of the female insane and on whal corditions
the transfer could be made™ 2

This same vear 1813 seven sisters joined the Sister-
bood®®, a number, howevet, still insuflicient o replace
those who had gone away, and inadeguate (o satisly
the requests for more sisters coming lrom cveryw here.
In the Register of Sitiadas, on November [Geh 1615,
the Senor Dean netified that on the morning of that

‘[l Marcl Zih 181
o Tigiel, LH19-15, N _
¥ Cleperal Choopicls of the Lstivwre, Movitiale Archive.
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dav & delegate sent v the Brotherhood of the Blood
of Christ bad wizsiced him witby dhe regquess that Toee
sisers of Charity should zssist a woman seatenced to
death on her way o the gallaws, She heesell” b
recpuesteel this Favour to show her gradode for the
charitable gervices of the sisters daring the davs she
hae been in prison. The Dhean, krowing that the
exereise al such acts o charily was most proper 1o the
insricute, gave permission to attend o owe of the said
sigter: boowhom e doe order Jued been given™™,

Mecher Maria, in her hours of orayer and active
undon wich Crod wis readiog o all these evenis al
altuaticing the ;Jlilll-'i at’ v colwceriing (he Hisrer-
hood,  Uloiversal chacity was o be the distinciive
mark af the f.'ll-::_ﬂ':"ﬁ;l_ﬁf:-l'l_. “Fonceel oo Baring relief to
suffering humamity in zll che needs of the soul and
e Imri:,'“'. Thiz was what was acteally iaking '|'||:.-.-!:
i those mements when the extinetion of the Tnstitofe
secmed o b imiminent,

In that spiritual ascent to monet Calvary which the
siaters had begun, the seevant of God was their spicitnad
ruide, lifting tup their hearts with her words of com-
fort, pointing to a becter world in which they would
find the reward of their sullerings. "“Though she weas
el the superior, all che sisters had recourse to her in
their deubts and pains, for they Telt sech wuss in her,
Bhe advised and comlored them wich great wiscdem 5,
She led them o God in Wham she hod  aochored all
hee hopes, All pecury, contadictions, labours and

1 Bepisier af Sitinda, Hozpital Archive
A Tradition ol the Tostivcte peeserved by che cacly sisbens conterme
porary thie servant ol God

¥ Drdinary Process, Witness X[, ne, 9, p, 54,
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sufferings seemed to her sweel gilts from His Divite
Merow, Her kindness, discretion, compassion and tozal
ﬁ:rg;-ffl|l:!c:s~s of all miservies, joined to her austere anid
peritent life, gave her such ascendaney 1lm11I in poinl
of Fact she continued o govern the small Sisterhood.

The Sitiada had recourse o her wien asking her
opinjon “aboul 1he recuirements i l:]l.ll'lfl.'! wha aim
ar becoming Mother of the Hospice™, The appoint-
ment was in favour of the one considered to he most
fit by Mother Maria. She was watchiul over the acmis-
sion of postulants, The Sitiada, howewver, still kept this
right claiming “that in the admission of sisters the
Sitiada is absolutely free”. -

T July 1814 a postulant named ‘.-_".11.1 Maria Grelies
was accepred by the Sitiada, since “she will have tme
ta be testecd during the period pricr o the wvestition of
the hahit, On the other hand, the Sitiada was aware
of the good and commendable qualities of her 1.\'1!1::1
was requesting  admission  amoeng the [‘.n_mmlantﬁ :
S the Sitiada admitted her, Mother Mavia had her
misgivings, and cast her voic <'|.|_{i|,'5_1'|ﬁl Ut decision.
In face, hers was the only vete against, Time showed
her deep penetration in discerning  vocabons anil
knowing persons, for the said 1lll:,l.=\-'.ll.|.HI]'l|., s much praised
v the Sitiada and by the other sisters who pecepted
her for vestition with a most favourable testimony o
October Srd, 1814, left the Institute alter the Hth,
ol May 1B813. :

6. Danger from within

Her superiorship, even if she was not in aurhority,
was acknowledged by all and it was decisive 1 up-
rooting latent weeds of discord which time and again
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would sprout, bringing about the los ol vecations.
In that same year 1815 we have an example of this in
the case of sister Rosa Cuchi, who lefl the Sisterhood o
join the monascery of 5t Catherine. Ounly her soice,
full of authority and conviction, could reach the
depths in those souls plunged into uneertainty and
overcast with agnuish, She alone could bring them
back peace while making them underatand "hew lam-
entable it was if, exercising their charity towards the
whole world, they would not exercise it amoeng them-
gelves™,

In the deep crises thar Turdously shook the voung
tree of the Sisterhood and nearly uproowsl it her spirit
of Taith and prayer appears in o new and brighter light,
She appears every inch the Foundress and Maother of
the Sisterheod with her peerless qualities @ role and
govern it Any other inteeventicon, except hers, weas
cloomed to failore, In 1813 the good will of the Sitiacda
obtained that pricsts of the 5t Charles’ Seminary
would take over the spiricual direction of the S3ster-
hood o provide the sisters with solid spiritual training.
Yel, not all the sisters were pleased with this move and
had unwillingly sub:mitted o the decision. Some had
asked for o certain Father Landa, of the arder of %1,
Cajetan. It became clear later that only the discontent-
eel sisters had been exercising undue pressuve an che
others. T1 appears so in a memerial that two of them
submitted, “they affirm that they had been forced o
subscribe 10 the petition and therefore had desiseed
i3 e

* Traditlen of the Iastitnte Teom the early sisers,
o Register of Biiadas, November L5 DL, Hespieal Arclive,
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The Sitiada felt igelf unable o remaove the conses
of the disconteit for she gimple reason that the causes
had deeper and move subtle roots than 1l]1l3*_-.“ corald
perceive, The iuelligence of the servant of Gaod and the
inuition of her loval heart could detect and rrctily
them,

The causes can be easily understood, They were the
migere of those wretched times in which the Iljal.!'-."
essentials of 1ife were in great scarcity ov totally lacking:
the uncerlainty about the Church's recognition ol lllu“.
Sisterhood for a0 many years expected ml{l. never fortha=
coming, and alsa “the ambilion of a certam sister I1.-.-11-::|.
by litcle comumendable deviees was aspining to hlp'h“t;
positions and dignities”®, and was sowing the seeds o
confusion among the few sisters left

Mother Maria met this dangerous attack ".:-.'-llh !Iu;
irresistible weapons of her forbearance and resignabion
and her delicate charity. She seemed Lo I1:wlu heard
spoken o her cars the words that the prophet J"I:-cL:.']]:il!_Y
heard, “not by might, not by power 11}[[ b iy Bl
says the Lovd of hoats™. Zach. 4, B, With ]1l"." w_:nn:l_-:r-
ful prodence and discretion she gucceeded in finding
the person but in such a way that not even l]}u nante of
the guilty sister was known to the majority ol the
sisters®, She renewed the courage of all, urged sl
to the heights of hercism, demolished Inll_ﬂ:.ﬂ.lﬂl:'l'.lt'l'f
and pacificd the spirits, censelessly  bringing  about
peace and unity witheut which ao work can stand long.

Those days were unguestionably days of violence
and discord, and a0 were not the most conducive e

3 Tradition preserved i Che Tnstiute from Lae carly wlabezs.
LLEN BT
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abtain peace even within the Sieterhood. Cn May
ik the Francephile citizens were expatriated, On
hlarch 15, 1813 a new Ministry of police and security
was created, On April 15th of the same year some
magazines were suppressed, theatrea elosed dowa and
masked balls forbidden,

Theae measures hrought discontent in large sections
af the people in the country, and so the opportunity
was affered to the freemasons to do onderground work.
dome revolntionary attempts were nipped in the bod.
Eestlessness became widespread, the revolurion was
on the march, the Monarchy insecure, the economy of
the country at g worst, and hunger and misery became
aspectre to peoples, citics and institutions. The Hospital
of Zaragoea was no exceplion and was still strogeling
to recover from the dowofall cansed by fires and
devastion of war,

Through a secret informarion rumors reached  the
Sitiada that among “'the Sisters of Chariey there was a
cause for discord™ and “after duoe investigation o
ascertain e troth of the Tacts and with the secrecy
demanded by the nature of the thing, the Sitada
fovmd it to be troe, and the canse was mainfy the pres
caripus situation in which the sisters were®, The
Sitinda, secording to its own woerds, was complacent
with the investigation made and wich the succress in
hringing some remedy (o the evil that was feared' 4.

But better chan the Sitiada the seevane of Gead had
succeeded in pacifying the Sisterhood, when there
arrivee in the Hospital sister Manuwela Lecina, a

L FETITT }t.‘.hl.-c.l_, Cehl B, STE S I A T . 1 T L],
W lkhad, p. G2

1y



might take charge of the men of the Hospital of Zara-
goza whils the sisters would take charge of the women
of the general Hospital off Madvid, “where they want
s 1o estahlish curselyes, and on our part we have no
abjection, provided this Le the will of the Sovercign,
our revered Ferdinand WII, of the Senors of the
Sitiada and of Your Excellency from whem we kindly
expiect arders”™E,

With these provigions amd helps the econamical
situation having been improved, Mather I_{:LJ'-:J]:Ii qun:.'fl
now o the mere arduous problem of the Constitutions,
As a result of the Reval visic, the oflicial visitors of the
Hespital acknowledged the peed ol some l'uhzs o
ardinances which might fix the stability of the sisters
in the Hospital in the convenient and  preseribed
manner” vet officially they only Vencouraged o
promote i advance’ '8,

When the servant of Ged realized that no progress
was made in this matter she went personally 1o request
i3 Favonr from His Grace the Archbishop Don Manuel
Vicente Montaner, He gave her great hopes of comply-
ing with her wishes, A short time later, r.|}|':'i|.|.1.15|.:rll'.l'l.lﬁ
Prelate ordered the writing of the Constitutions, adapt-
ing them to the spivit, customs and traditions ol L1|1n
Sisterhood. To this effect he asked for the primitive
Constitutions cr Rule which Fr. John Bonal had given
them when they came to found the Sisterhacd,

With such hopes the Sisterhond remained calm,
greatly hoping for the day of it definite approbation.

[ eriers ol Mother Bodeh (o General Palalox, County House ol

Aaragoi, )
i Cplasane Habaza, Sco Pooop, cite g 1V,
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Sister Manuela  Lecina, who had  jzadversently
causcd such o storm thac the Sisterhood was in Uhe
peial of being submerged, became sick during her
stay in Zaragoza, ard herself asked to be brought o
the Hospital, Six months she remained ameng the
sigters and was delighted with the experience of their
virtnes and become extremely friendly, specially 1o
the servant of God, Convinced of the great service
that a Sisterhood in which s great virtues were proce
tacd could do o the Church, she asked Modwer
Rafols many umes lor forgiveness for havieg desived
e join her own Cengregation 1o the Sisterliood,
According 1o her own words, she began incessantly
ta beseech Ged chat the Sisterhood might be strength-
ened and propagated for the good of many souls. On
July 24th, 1818, alter giving hearifelt thanks for the
charity with which they had received ber and assurving
them that she weold not forges chem from heaven,
she breathed her lust and with enviable peace and in
the arms of Maother Maeia she handed ever ber spirit
to the Creator.

“She was buricd in the Hogpital, next to the sisters,
and there she remained until September 220, 1930,
when the sisters of Charity, afler idendfving ker re-
maing brought them with great vencration o the
Movitiate House of Madeid™ e,

B order of His Grace the Archhishop, the Const-
tutions woere weilten by iwo outstanding  persons,
FPeden YValern, H'iH]'.l.’.lE:l-'l:.'l-:'-!'L of Gerens, il Benile
Fernandes e Moavarrete, Dean of the Cachedreal,
They were approved by the Sitada on November
Idih, 1815, It would take scone me, however, before
they could be put into practice,

W Cihrenicle of the Congregatian. Novitiale Archive.
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#. Again dangers from without

I 1819 the clonds of revalution were gathering all
pver Spain, Secret societies had heen preparicg il
The freemasons were an important factor in the
develupment of events, On January Ist, 1820 Raalacl
de Riego, Commandant of the battalion of Asturias,
proclaimed hefore his troops the new Cionstitution of
18412, King Ferdinand V11 swore by lhe Constitaricn
by which eeclesiastical benefits were abolished, the
Society of Jesus suppressed, and other regulations were
directed  against certain religions orders, Molitary
service hecame compulscry for all Spaniards, semi-
narians and religious men included, On October et
monastic communitics weve supporessed and, though
the King first relused to sanctien this measure, Lt
he yiekled out of fear

Such o turmeil had necessarily @ repercussion in the
life of the Hospital, and “in fulfillment of many acbi-
trary dispositions all the werkers of the holy Haospital
were forced to pass to the Hospice to swear by the new
Clonstitution, The same oath was exacted from the
Sisters of Charity, who bluntly refused to do so, This
praiseworthy attitude of the sisters brought down on
them the anger and vindicdveness of some workers.
They first teicd w intimidate them inmany ways,
cutting for instance cne pight a beautiful vine which
cast it shade over the working-room ol the sisters,
later covering the gate of their lodging with branches ol
mockery, and proceeding lo move grolesque mockery
they came to threas and they even made attempts on
their lives™,

4 History of Spain, Ballestercs, Yol, ¥IL Ch 1L

W Calpans Rabaza, Seh, P oopoeit. po 102-75.
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“One day while the sisters were al prayer they
heard thae the community bell was swiking of itsell,
Taking this zign a8 a warning from heaven, for on other
ocengions they had been warned inoa similar soay,
the servanl of Ceogd wold the sisters o gec ready Jos
sacrifice, since a grave danger was theeatening them.
When the sisters came ant of the chapel they met the
weerkers armed and veady to kill hem, Mather Rafols
stepped forward and with g smile o her countenance
anil with hmble maneers restrained  them, They

jwent their way withoud doing any harm to them.™ !

In such bosdle surrcundings the ssters Bved, Chio
February, Gth 16822 a General Regulaticn for Charii-
able Institutions placed the Tlospital under the control
of the County Heuse and ils direction in the hands of
a Municipal Boavd. In apite of adverse opinion: the
Board acknowledged the uselul services of the sisters
el kept them withous making any change, and
approved the changes suggested by their superior,
Muother Teela, concerning certain  services, [t also
venclered ineffectual the aceunsations against the sisters
matle by peaple of evil intentinns, This was a remark-
able facr, for the Legislative Assernbly had forlidden
the use of o habic, and o meke profession in any
religiond order. The Asembly encouraged members
of religions orders of both sexes to be secularized.
“This signal favour the sisters atiributed exclusieny
to the protection of the Sacred Ieart of Jesus, in
Whom they had placed all their trose™™,

Ar the level of the direction of the Hospital the sisters
were held in great consideration, but it was not the

# Crilinary Process, Wingesa IV, pp. 43, Wiiness 111, p. 57,
# Paformation of the early s,
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same ameng the workers of the Huspital, They did not
abandon their atterpts to exast revenge, They atmed
now at Mother Rafols, the most cwstacding Ggure
amaong all the sisoers,

Sigter Justing Sanz in the Process of Beatilication
declared w0 have heard from Mother Raimunda
Cliver, & contemporary of the servant of God, that
Vone day the revolutionaries appeared in the holy
Haospial, in ovder to teke Mother Bafols to peiscn,
When the sisers and the sick saw that those wicked
people were carrying away the saintly religious o
throw ker in orison, they begar to weep bitterly, She
spoke @ all with such calmness and affibility that
cne of the villaing said, “'Let this lady alone, for with
her wortls anl her sweetness she is capable of melting
the stones". And so they desisted from their purpese’st,

The intercession of the 100000 children of St
Louis. In 1823 brought to an end the period of three
years of Bheralism. It had been born in the heat of the
cut-break of war, and died by inner divisions ancd the
force of wn invasion. The political regime changed
ence more, and all the laws againgt prelates, parish
priests and religicus orders were abrogaced., Under
this new favourable climate the Congregation would
finally acquire its stability and begin ies canonical
existence by the approbation of the Constitutions.
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CHAPTER:D IX

SEETMG EXAMPLE 1O THE FLOCK I Pr 53

The death ol Father Bonal, which was to take place
soon, would take away from the Sisterhood one who
had detected the charism of Maria Rafols — he possess-
vl a similar chavism — had inspired and preserved
it, and helped its development. With his disappearance,
and later on with her own disappearance (so must have
thaughe Mother Maria Rafols), there would be need
of a lasting means to define, preserve and protect that
charism so well guarded and so encrgetically active in
her life and work, God gave now, at che appropriale
iime, all thoze institutional means which  are its
gpuardians and guarantees, and above all of them,
the Constiturions,

They had tested it in theiv lives, and even before
the times of Father Bonal and Mother Rafols, in the
lives of Hospitallers of other times and places. The
Clonstitulions were not first written and then put into
practice, but rather, they were pracused, tried, modi-
fied, perfected, corvected and bnally weillen,

Together with the narrative of the approbation and
printing of the Constitutions, we shall in this chapter
consider Mather Rafols' life as an cxemplar of the
living Constitutions, the embodiment of the charism
andd other essential features of a religious life lived in
the Church, like vows, exercises ol piely, austeritics,
silence, the cloister and the common life,

There is also ancther important cole, and a mest
difficult one, of the Constitudons, that i, to make the
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charism pracrical and effective for every day life, in the
absence of unambiguously clear surrcundings of hero-
izm. Thesieges of Aararoza had proved that charism and
had shown the capabilicies latent in ir. Yet such evenrs
are not of daily occurrence, Then how is this heroic
charity to be exercised ! Are we to vow the practice of
something that will never take place? The Cersdio-
tions give the answer: we vow heroic charity in the
unspectacular heroism ol the religious life in (he
Congregation, The Constitutions are a juridical help
to discard fears, illusions, errors in the exercise of the
charism. Better than this means there is no other.
Hercie charty 13 to be expressed in real-symbolic
actions, thatis, actions that make resl whar they express,
which unambiguously procecd Irom pure faith, hope
and love, Faith, hope and leve are Theological virtues,
God-centred, not self-centred and so they have all the
heroism of what i3 “hevend nature” and “above
nature”. Take for instance, the care of the poor sick,
The fiaet of devoting & significant amount of time cach
day to seck the face of God in the sick is a radical and
unamhbiguous expression of our love of Jesaus Christ,
not transfigured but disigored (and thos demanding
greater faith) in the suffering sick, in poor sinners.
The care of the sick, then, iz a real-symbolic act, If this
ia prolonged vear after year, through the thick and
thin of live, with the right intendon of deing it
exclusively for God's sake, it may amount to heroic
charity.

Mother Maria who went through the agonizing
hours of the sicges appears not less heroic now in her
routing waork af the foundlings, the sick, the upbuilding
of the Sisterhood, That i3 to be s herolsm,

LG

I. Enshrining the charism in the Rule

On June 14tk 1824 in the hall of mestings of the
Hespital of Our Lady of Grace of Zaragosa, the
Archdean of the Chapter Canons, Reverend Vineent
Jimenez, FPrezident of the Honourahle Sitiada sat
togeliier with the former regents of that respectable
Board, re-established in their offices by the govern-
ment of the Absalute Monarchy after having suppressed
the Public Charity Board.

A new day of grace dawns for the Congregation of
sisters of Charity, tessed often until now on the waves
of uncertainty, upheld only by a fiem hope in the
midst ol s0 many sorrows. In that session were dis-
cussel the last conditions reqguired for the canonical
birth of the Sisterhood. The president presented the
rules and Constitutions which had been approved in
1818, The Sivada agreed to forward them officially
to the Ordinary for their canonical approbation and
to make them valid for their cbservancel.

O the 28ch of the same month they were handed to
the Provisioner and Viear General, during the vacancy
ol the See, Having examined them and heard the
General Judge of the Archdiocess, he deigned 1o
approve and conlivm them on July 10th 1524, The
Sitiada of July 15th decided to put them into practice,
for which purpose they commissioned their President
‘n.z"illrtl.;t|l__[i1:|1r|1|:.'-'.. He oltained the permission o print
them?d,

The sisters ook the Constitetions as Grom the land
of God, The new Constitutions clearly described the

! Calnsanz Rahagza, Sch, B, op.cit, G, XXTI, p. 180,
! Endrances of sisters, Book |, Meviiate Archive.
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gerine charism of the Sisterhonod, That charism :'jf“l
taken flesh and Jfe in Father John and Mother Maria.
1t hadl been formulaced by the same Father in the primi-
tive rules he had given when he came to found. Tt had
snimared the first sisters, in fact not one of those siscers
whe made up the first sisterhood had failed in their
commitment to Christ, "Eight died glovionsly in the
memorable sicges of this immortal city,”™ “another
sister, sister Teresa Calvel, in 1807 went 1o Huesca to
found that hely Hespital, and died in che odour of
sanctity, after having ser up the first branch of the
nascent mstitute and helped its development with her
edifving virtues” The remaining oues were *the
supéricﬁ, sister Tecln Cantd then convalessceny, sister
Marin Rafols who was in a village recovering her
health, and the thivd, sister Torvellas who had moved
lo the tower of the Gallego of this hely Hospital to
further her recovery, far her health was in a precarious
rondition' .

These three wonnded sisters underwent a prolenged
martyrdom 1o teach generations of younger sisters the
dernanels of heroie charity,

From now onwards the sisters spent @ year i the
Novitiate, in a life of deily humble service, In the
monctonous and heavy tasks so lovingly acceptec.

Hevoism o them consiseed in following their I|‘i[ch'1_1,
simple way of love, meditating, praying, saving their

3 The Conslipmicns were printed in ile press of the hely Heagpitel
af Clar Lady of Grace i the vear 1824, Senis few copies ore eescrved
in the Moviliate Heuse of Areagrea, :

i Letter of Father Bonal 10 Kamen Gregesio Oomer, Sepi. T,
a2 Uslasane Rabaza, Sch, L aporit. i,

A Thed.
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beads, serving (ke poor, educating the chillren,
toiling in the care of the insane, following the adoral:le
Master with pure jov and silent deeds.

2, Bpiritual divection

In their ascent to the heights of the spiriteal life the
help of holy and wise direction was not wanting to
them, On March 11th 1825, the president of the
Sitiada sent a requese to the rector of the S5t Charles
Seminary, asking him cnce more to take charge of the
spiritual direction of the Sizsterhood, The answer came
promptly, willingly accepting the chligation “since
after having proposed  the matler to the seminary
stall, it had scemed good to all to aceept that aliligaticn,
aa it had been dene previously in June 1805 Then
the seminary had taken the spivitual direction of the
Sisterhood, for “Reverend John Benal was said o0 be
away the greater part of the vear, giving missions and
collecting alms fer the poor of the Hespial™,

The zealcus rector of the seminary, Reverend
Narciso CHivas, did at no time neglece the duty he
had just taken [rom the hands of God cather than
from the Sidada, Accordingly the began 1o prepare
that small group of dedicated souls fie 1he decisive
andl final commitment 10 God by means of their
religiovs vows, The day was Tast approaching when
they were about 1o pronounce them, He gave them the
Spiritual Exercises, durving which he made clear 1o those
souls, well-prepared  with  purifying  labours  and
[T nCeE, anid cager to receive mare abiuncdant [ER LR
the hidden treasures implied in their chiadon, and
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mnacle desivestle o them che sweetness of a Life woeally
hidden in Christ.

53, First vows in the Conpregation

Cn July L5th 1825 che first aaniversary of the day
when the Constitutions had begun to be pul into
practice, they kept a vigil in preparation for their
vows, And on the bilowing day, July 16th, Saturday
“the Feast fin Spain) of the Triumph of the Holy
Cross, and of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, at 11 a.m,
the sisters prongunced their vows, They were gathered
in the inner appactment of the siaters where Uiy
also had their chapel. The Avchdean Major of 5t
Mary's, Rev, Vincent Jimenez, president and delegate
of the Honourahle Sitiada of the holy Hospital, presicd-
ed over the ceremony, The spiritual director of the

Sisterhood was also present. The sisters in order of

senioricy came up to the alvar holding a lighted candle
in their hand, and on their knees, each one read the
formula expresed in the Censticntions. The Archdean
hael prepaved them for this ace with a brief exhortation
on the act of surrender which they were about to
offer to God. The names of the prolesing sisters were
the following: sister Tecla Canc, president, sscer
Maria Ralols, Baimunda Torrellas, Teresa Rivera,
Cecilin Aparicia, Mariana Broned,  Josela Coding,
Teresa Periu, Jeronima Carreras, Ana Maria Barhera,
Serafinn Valls, Nicolasa Jimeno Doloves, Munnoe'?,

As o pledge of the mystical spousal they received
a little metal shield of the coal of arms of the Hospital,
which “they shall wear on the right side of their chest™,

? Ihid. p. 1B3.
A Canatitgrions 1034, Oh IV, o LF
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This was the frar step in their official renunciation
ol the world apd all their attaclhoments, in order o
follow Jesus, poor and humble. The following atagea
i1 the journey were fixed by (he Constitutions, “every
vear, on the day of the Annunciation of Chor Lady,
which is the Titular Peast of the House, they shall
renew these vows in the pregence of the pregident or
dicector, wio will exhort them oo the fawhful obsery-
ance of them. This renovation shall be made watil they
have completed five vears from the day of vestiten,
Then they shall take an oath of stahility or perpetuity
in the presence of any of the ecclesiastical governors,
or any other priest appointed by the siscers. Sister
president shall notify in advance o the 5itiada the
name af the pricst se that the president may empower
him for that purpose, Alter this oath  the vows will
bing them for as long ag they persevere in the Sister-
HTE A

Meither the servant of God nor her fivst selfless com-
paniong were in need of the prescribed five years before
taking the oath of :-‘.r:_||‘:-i|_5|"-.'. Vlveir vocalian ancl their
constancy and fidelity had already bren tested ducing
the long and calamitows twendy vears between |60k
and [825, They were entitled o a shoreening ol thas
prreviod and v oan immediate entranes inea e |‘.-I'|.'!-I11i..‘il.’“d
land of their hopes and aspirations.

4. Final vows in the Congrogation

“Omn the 15th of November 1820 al eleven a.m.
in the inner appariment of the siscers where they have
alsa their chapel in the prezence of the Archdeas

v [bid. Ch, VI, p. 17.
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Major of 51, Mary's  Reverend Vincent Jimenes
president and delegate of the Honcurable Sitiada of
the holy General Heapital of Our Lady of Grace, of
this city of Zaragoza, in the presence of the sistera wha
wore able to attend this acl, of their spiritual director
of Mother Teyesa Canti, actual president of che
Sisterhood, Mother Maria Rafols, sister Raimunda
Torrellas ang sister Rivera, promised God our Loved,
and swore by tonching the four gospels and a Crocifix,
to remain for life in the Sisterhood of the Sisters of
Charity of the said holy General Hospital of Our
Lady of Grace of this city of Aaragoza, serving in it
according to 15 Constitutions and the vows they have
taken. The Reverend Avchdean had prepared them
with a brief explanation and exhortation alout the
promise they were about to make, Those wha had heen
comunissioned, and the four sisters who had caken the
oath, and the director, and twe of the remaining sissers
who had been present at the ceremony signed the
present document'' 19,

This simple and inspiring ceremony came to an end.
The hely day was spent in acts of thanksgiving, Al
dinner time the custemary silence was hroken to cele-
brate the glorious event, and some delicacies at 1able
were added to the habitual frugality. There was o
holy joy filling the hearts to overflowing, The night
came, silent and soft, enveloped in the sweet fragrance
of virtue, Those sisters had never slepl move peacelully
nor more pleasantly than on that night.

The Tendation of the ipstitale had  been soliclly
catihlished on those four solid pillars. The fivse three

" Bebances ol sisters. Movitinte Archive.
" Customs of the comeanity lreos eaclier dises vl owr peesert dags,
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belenged to the original group that came with the
Foundress, Sister Teress Bivera had gone theeugh the
dangers and unexpected turps of the sicges with the
sgame heroic spirit of sacrifice and immoelation as her
companicns, She Lad joined the Siscerhocd on June

[ath, 180G

[ &1

5, A “new” or an old superior?

For the perfect observence of the Constitutions it
wis necessary now 1o elect a new president or Maother,
since according to the same, "the office shall last only
for three years™, and Mother Tecla had been holding
the office from 1812

Chice again, in this eritical moment in the hfe ol the
institute, God cast His cyes on Mother Rafols, She
had been all along the true mather deatined by God 1o
give life and warmth righe from che Sisterhood’s cradle,

“Two davs before the date Oxed for che election,
the directar reguested them o procecd to the election
without passion or human respeel. On Sunday morning,
April 161k 1826, ke celchrated the Mass of the Holy
Bpirit, and In the evening at 6 ae, in the presence
of the Bt Reverend Vincent Jimenee, president and
delegate of the Honourable Sitiada, and of the director,
they Buad the Ballotting, made the soruting and counted
the ballots. The president declared that election had
taken place and chat the clected sister was Maria
Rafols, according to the regulaticns laid down in the
Caomstitutions of 1the Sisterliood'' =,

12 Baanees ol siaters, Beok 1, Mowitinie Archive.

U Capstivurions 1024, g 21, Movitinde Aechive,

o fpances ol gistesa. Back 1, Acts of lection of prosident, Agri)
leth 1B, Moviicale Avchive,
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O the following day, Apeil 1ich, the president in
his capacicy, notified the election to the Sitiada, adding
“imrnediately she asked me with insistence that [
should accepl her resignation in view of her poor
health, for the ressens for which she had renovnnced
the same office in 1811 were the same now, and
even greates’’, The president added, I have nther
reasong worih considering. This oflice is incompatible
with the charge the sister has ac present, of looking
after the foundlings: serious inconvenience would
fallow if she was taken away from this charge, and
alse harm to the interests of the holy House, about
which the seeretary and the treasurer would be able
to inform the Honourable Sitiada''?,

In spite of these solid reasons, God had decided
srherwise, Mother Maria, in her humility, had oried
her bes, to hide heesel€ in the depths of her lowliness,
the president judged her ivveplaceable i the wark e
had in hands and vemarked that the interests of the holy
House waould be harmed, since the fame of her oliness
brought ta the administrator a handsame amount of
money in alms, Yer it was God who had dlut:l'l:cl.'l a]
raise her up for His purposes concerning the Siaterhood.

The Sitiada did not accepl her resignation, not
had regard for the fears of the president concerning
the loundlings, and so they approved the election,
The servant of God accepted the office [rom His hands,
and lovingly shouldered, for a second time, the bueden
of government, On Agpeil 26ch, 1026 the clection ol
a censulter ook place and sister Raimunda Torrellas
wad clected 1o the office, Mother Tecla, according to

i I;_';l.lﬂg.ﬁ."_-\.;..[-lahuu., S P, onpocil, g BB
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the Constitntions, was by right alio a consultor, since
she had been president!®,

The only three survivors of the twelve who had come
to found made the governing body of the institute
at the beginning of this new period. The new era of the
sisterhood had begon with God's Blessing.

On May -Hh, sister Teresa Periu was elecled miseress
of novices, after the consultation held acearding to the
Clonatiluiions amang the new preaident, her consoltors
end the direcoar™7,

fi. A symbolic gesture

The first act of Mother Rafols' government was
worthy of her heart and of her faith. On July 1sc 1826,
Feast of the Most Precious Blood of Jesus, she conse-
ceated the institute to the most sacred Heart of Jesus,
and envelled the Sisverheod in the Pious Union of
the Sacred Heart canonically erccoeel in the Royal
Church of the Imperial College of the Society of
Jesuz, in Madrid, by crder of Reyv. Father Provincial
Mauricio Busqueto, 3., This meaningful act of the
deveut Mother points out o ane of the distinetive
marks of the spiriwalily of the insttuee, the praise and
worship of the sacred Heart of Jesus. The institale
had chosen 1o be the object of His good pleasure and
delight. The affectionate love of the Heart of Jesus,
with siress on the spicll of aderation and atonment
fostered by the Foundress of the institute from its
inception, has been preserved amoeng the sisters through
9 Coratitutiens 1824, Novitiate Archive.

L Entrances ol sisteri. Back |, Mayvitlate Aschive,
A photecopy ol this dovuicens £ kept in the Moviciate Anchive.
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successive genrrations, [1 has given life and impets
o all the great enterprises of the institute™!,

The Sisterhecd had now snother haven and shelter.
[n the first pedad of its life the instituee had is shicld
and refuge apainst the exterior enemics in the provec-
tion of Cur Tady ol the Pillar, under whose patronage
so many conguess wete achieved throughout  the
history of Spain. In the secoml perind, _f.uiil laegun,
ihe institute had its haven and sheller agamsl maore
subtle enemics, and againse the destoructive powers
lrom within, in the Heart of a Father, a Friend, a
Beloved Spouse, the supreme Ruler of the Histerhood,
Jesus, by a mevement of His compassionate _l'IL'ill_'I
will henceforward rule the Sisterhood, leading 1
along mysterious ways, inknown o boman p!.'l.h’.].l_‘!lh‘:l.’t,
towards the accomplishment of His lofty designs. He
secnved it propagation, He heeame its pilot.

Mother Rafols resied satisfied. Henceforward noth-
ing will be able to perturb or discourage her,

7. Mow arrivals

On that selemn day of the consecration there were
present three postulants®, From 1520 there have been
no entrance registered in the book, Alter her electon,
o number of souls, Jed as it were by the fame of her
exteanrdinary  virtue  universally  acknowledged in
Zaragosa, joined the institute, Unquestionably they
came to take shelter in that cenacle guarded by the
walls of silence, to follow the sublime ideals they could

1 Brautifd detndls abowt s sbjece cin be Fuad in the lile ol

Maothier Pabla Besco, ‘Farsoa.
i [sbeanees of sisters, Book 1, Mewitiate Archive.
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see i the life and behaviowr of the venerable siperion.
Without words she had revealed to them the virtues of
her heart, or Letter, the virtues o’ Jesus, meek and
humble ef Heart, for she in the process of her spirieal
progress, had “pus on Chreist®,

Pl first 1o don the habit were sisters Pilar Miguela
1 L) ] L - )
Codina, Francisca Mava and Geryvasia Mamenceh®!,
In their youthfulness they were a source of fov and
- . > E ;
fervow to the early sisters who saw in the new branches
iy E-. [ . . !
Jrrommaing froits of viccoe, through which moved the
sap that feeds heroines and saints.

The number of young girls seeking admission in the
Siaterhootd was never ingerrnpeed .fllll'jll._g the three
years of her mandate.® On June 21st 1897 sister
Madgalena Hecho, born in Huesea, donned the hahit,
Un January 23th 1828 and on February 17th tiree
more sisters, and the fourth one on December L5ch,
Finally, on March 29th 1829 sister Teresa Torrens
donned the habit, Her vestition had special selemmity,
aince His Lordship Bishop Bernacdo Frances, wha had
been her divector in La Seo de Urgel, gave her the
habit in the ovatory of the Lay-Sisters of the Soupte,

£, More thun any Rule

The sisters found in Meother Maria a practical puide
wh? hefped them 1o ascend to the summils towards
wiilch they weve called, “joining great sweetness Lo
a salotary energy in correcting’, Yeorrecting in
them even the least defect, in order ro make them

i

" Ihbid.

# Cheaicle of the institute. Navitiate Archise,
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perfect religious"#, They could see in hn‘t',. Llu't:-u_r:{lt
a vision of faith, the inspiring beaury of the ideal of a
Sister of Chavity, Full of deeds of goodness and merey,
Yghe exercised towards the sick all the works of NETEY s
both spiritual and bodily, comforting (nem in thei
sufferings and sorrows, trving 1o cheer them un and
taking very special care in preparing them o receive
the holy sacramenis™ s,

Abeve all, chey had in her a loving heart over rr.'leul}-
to love and protect them, presecve them in the I'ngh:t
spirit and defend them frem all harm with ber selt-
sarrificing charity, We have an example of all these
three attitudes inoa case concerning sister Haimuanda
Torrellas, A demmeciation was brought to the Sitiada
againgt sister Raimunula Torvellas who was iy :']mrﬁl;
of the insane, 1t was about the keeping of the linen i
the wardrabe. In answer to the accusaticns the sistes
explained “thar with the product of certain transac-
tons she had managed to make, she had obtained
erough shivts to have a change for the male and female
ingane, About five hundred shirts had been made in
all, and the female insane had also new bed sheets”,
This Sidada asked for further information abant i
from the interim Majordomo, Don Mariano Alonso
angl from Mother President, requesting them ta explain
what was (o be done in chis case,

Mather Rafols answered in an exposition which is
a model not only of exactness, chavity and vigour,
but also of a clear document giving much Light about the
manner of dealing with the insane and keeping up the
warevobe and supply of linen. 8he spoke in vindica-
-:"“I'_'I||_.|,:|:.1|'!.' Process. Witness X1, no, 9, p. 55
8 Jhid, Wicneass VI no § po 45

)

ticn of the honest and practical way of acting al luer
beloved davghter and companion of the fGrat days of
the &isterhood. She had acted wizelv in order 10 make
up for the inadequate amounc of supplies in her
department. Her behavdonr wos deserving of praise
and not of condemnation, The Sitiada “was appraised
of the above information and aceuicsced in all che
representialions made, only two additions were 10 e
magle, first that sister Raimunda should e given thanks
for her zeal in promoting the interests of this haly
Hespital, procuring by her own vesources means to
provide clothes to the insane®; secondly, that for her
own pleasure she might be allowed to have [our or
five pairs of pigeons to improve the guoality of foorl
on certain extraordinary dava, In (his manner sister
Raimunda had heen pretected, defeaded and her good
name preserved by Mother president,

Muother Maria was Ymost observant of the rules of
the instmce, oven in their slightest details,” and so
ghe could lead others to their faithful ahaervance with
the efficacy’ of her example®,

She was specially conspicucus for her exactitnde in
the exercises of piety, In Ch, XV of the Consticutons
wi read about the particular exercises of piety the sizters
haid to practise, From there the secvant of God drew
inspiration and guidance. “She wag mosl devoted 1o
the Blessed Sacearent, she made visis every day before
wnd after her work., These visita were most froquent
during the wightl, ard the ssters knew where to find

hee*'#®, She was very pardcular about the beauty and

® Calasane Rabaza, Sche P. eoecht, p. 19753,
P Oeelicsry Process. Document 58, poarage, 3.

# Testimony ol ilhs contemporarics handad down o the instioote
i Lhe prcsont dagy,
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splendour in the cult of the Holy Fucharist. Her
danghters, following the example of her develion,
got up [rom their beds 1o worship the Haly Fucharist,
and so for this ceason chere was always one sister or
other at the foor of the Tabernacle'®®,

Her prayer was centicual and her greatest delight
was to spend long hours before the Tabernacle wrapped
in the contemplation of Char Lord's mysteries, especi-
ally those of His Passicn which used 1o move her to
the paoint of shedding tears, She made the Staticns of
the Cross daily, and often she meved from one staticn
to another on her knees. Her confessions were briel, andd
she communicated a8 often as the rule allolwed them,
that is, on Thursdays, Sundays, Feast days of the
Apostles, and other importane Feagts, She approached
Holy Communion with such recollection that the
other sisters were inspired to greater fervour®, She
held in great esceem the practice of the annual Spiritual
Fxercises which she made for ten davs, and the manthly
recollection o which practice she attached greac
importance, She started ic oo the evening of Saturday
till Monday morning, keeping silence so swictly that
she did not utter a word"#,

Besides the moments of prayer she was fully active,
“never idle even during her sicknesses, she would get
up at night 1w help the sisters who were watching the
sick, advising them to shun idleness as a means o
avaicl sin',

i 1‘-'-1_':-.4:-.47-\;- Peacess, Wiliess X1, na. O, p. 82

® Trsiintorey of sister Fepevanea Oacles who used o bell this io the

ﬁiﬂl:ll.
¥ Oipebinnry Provess, Witness 110 oo, by e 35,
88 Jhid. Witeess XI, oo 8 p. 59,
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Her healch continued te deteriorate and  hee Jife
seettied Lo be o perpetual miracle. Only the incerior
Nime was keeping her alive. To the sisters it was o
cause of joy to see her enlering the wards, of mect her
walking aleng the corddors with “her polite manners
and neble countenance which were 2 revelation of
her sinless soul", She was communicative in o very
towadble manser, thus contributing with thar openmness
w the solece of her danghters in the midst of the heavy
tagks of the day. From her dealings they learned those
|.|ll'l.'l:'l virtues whicl, wccording te S1, Francis of Assisi
are like three sisters who make the sould aongl il.1:|{i.
happy, humility, charity and jey,

AL night she never forgot her former role of misoress
and comforter of her danghvers,  Those evening
recrcaliiong, s murch lacked For Iy the sisters, in the
now remote days of the Poundation, were held even
now nan atmesphere ol greater and mare radical
poverty ane penury, which Gvoured greacer intimaey,
How holy the outpourings of the heare of the i-:-.;J:-m'.:i-
:'ml'r.'-.'l Mother helore her young daughvers! In those
evgarishle hours, free from all other cccupations, che
sisters tasteel in the ceonversatdons with the :_'rr:.n_;-:l
Mocher, the sweetness, of Cheist Himsell, Wit ineff-
able joy they fell how sweel was the voke and how
light was the burden of the Cros,
| .J.Illl.'t.l:'l:.:."tli:ll'l.l:l.l'j.fd|L:-|.'li.l'.'5- of her conversation were “ihe
cve ol God and neighbour, anvihing ; verythi
that wild u:tmu:r:agi them the lfl':l[[]:":-r:.v?::,rl ﬁl;?:f:?f
love of greater sacrifice”™, “warning to .g'uarr.l t|1|_";|]|..

9 Thid, Whiness X1V,
| kid, Docurment 50, queted sbove,
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selves against pessible dangers they could meet™3,
chiefly of the danger of vainglory (recemmending them
nat to speak of the works of charicy, lest the devil mighs
keep the beat part),"™® and of dissipation, *She need 1o
describe the holy Hospital a5 a sacred place sanctilied
by human soreow, She expected from her danghters
the greatest recollection in the cleisters and in the
wards of the sick, where they were net o talk withoul
real need. The [rst sisters learned from ber to speak
pnly edilying words when they met™7,

9. More than eloguent speeches

She was 3 model in keeping silence, as in all ocher
things. "Her natural inclinatien led her to seclusion
and silence, and no one saw her calking along the
corridors, nor did she permit the siscers to talk in her
presence uscless words, On this account she was not
less palite and kind, talking when the fulflment of
her duties so required®,

Such a wveiceless way of instracting brovght about
clecp and lasting effecis, First, she was very particular
in the cheice of personnel, “hersell’ testing carellly
the qualities, virtues and aptitudes, and submitdng
the final decision of admission or refusal to the judge-
ment of the vonfessor, and aometimes even to the
Bishop's judgement’®, Secondly, she taught by the
unction and extreme kindoess of her instroctions.

= l:;l|-.;i_1'||nr:|-' rpcest. Witness 111, ne, B, g, 35,
W Jbid. na, 0, 3, kA,

3 Tegiimony of the comlsmponario,
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He: contemporarics, ift we are to judge by the
liveliness with which they narrated it, seemed to hear
still the solt and spiritual accents of the Mother, when
ghe would tell her religious sisters, “Ayv daughters, let
s ok e ambitious, le s ive our foday, Ior fomorrow
is in good hands, in Geod's hands. If we are humble
and trust in God's providence, He will satisfy all our
neecls'' M, Or when she exhorted them to have a pure
and delicate conscience, to foster a habit of continnal
prayer and interior life, without which the labours of
a Siscer of Charity can hardly be borne™®, Or when
she requested them to join her in her anpplications and
penances, “Tor she fervently praved to God [or heeself
and for her danghters that they might be very holy
and lovers of sacrifice??, On few cccasions also she would
allow her fervent love of God w be cutwardly mani-
fested in a persuasive cloquence, of few words hut
ol Bugriing seal which conswmed her saul, “If she ek
p patient difficult to deal with; said the senior sisters,
Yshe spent many bours with arms oulstretched praying
for him, adding some penance to this end.

10, Love longs to suffor

Every one loved her company. Her amazing morti-
fications, far [vom frightening any one, inspired the
desive o imitate them. “Even when she was sick, she
woulel ear very [ittle,” her habit wag so worn onc and
patched “that when she died, Mother Raimunda
Oliver [who was her contemporary and superior at
Magallon), had to lend her own hahit 1o expose the

3 I.Eiﬁzﬁ. ol aizlers Terean Damenseh and Faperansa Carles.
U Ordinary Process, Wilness X1V,
1 T, Witneas KX, o, ¥ pe Al
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corpse deceatly clad, She was very mordfied and
penitent’ ' Her continual indispositions were not an
excuse oo discontinue the practice of scourging and
afllicting her bedy with all kinds of rigoor,

Her spivit of austerity and mortification was veiled
oy that mantle of sweetness and aftability which she
always sheaed, specially in her dealings with  the
cottumunity.  Sister Magdalena Hecho  (who  later
became president Greneval for many vears), fell sick
durieg her vovitiave, The cconcmical vescorees of
the community were very few, and the sickness required
great expenditure ;) the good Maother had no [ears, for
“though the amount of money could not take us very
far, the amount of charity stretched out bevond all
limics, and a5 a true poor of Cheist she went out to
Beg from people wel! disposed iowards the Sisterhood ",
and she succeeded with her great concern to save the
vocation of one who was o give so much glory 1o Giodd.

In Avgust 1828 hwe asked the Sivada lor “owo cavs’
leave to accompany a siter from Huoeach who was
sick in the Hespital and was cager to return io her
place™. She loved to please her sisters, as far as she
was abile, with some sweet-meat o oo, and o e
sickness she would never caste any delicicus  dish
served o her unless the sister who brought it shared
it with her, One day they brought her raisins ga desaert.
“Mother Ralols, as it was her custom, kept the smallest
amoutit, The Sister, secing this kind deed, refuscd to
accept the remainder, and burst into tears, for she
coifeaged that in the way she had ealen some Tew raisins,
She kindly correcied  her, making ber realize that

W Thic. Witeess VLI oe, LI GEC
N Regietor oo Sitiadee D828, Hospital Archive,
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though the fault was slight, ver in a religions it was
1 be considered grear, for in all her actions should
shire the splendour of a delicate conscience,

The pious sentiments of hee most kind heart were
hest revealed in ber dealings with these siswers whe
were templed to abandon their vocation, Her patience
with them knew ne limis, The weak sisters ordinzrily
endled by believing in Gol’s mercy and throwing them-
selves inte His oarms,

She loved them with compassionase love and could
ot bear to gee them treated with hardness, even when
il waz to corvect their mishehaviour, "Onee one sister,
showing licde charity 1o another wha seemed to have
lost her veeation, gave the opportunity to Mother
Rafols of rebuking her, She told her o show more
charity to these who were tempted, Tor i might well
happen that one day she hersell could be tempied
aieel fall, This was what actoally teok place, lor some
time later that sister left the Congregation with greal
scancdal’ e,

Tirme wis .r__r_l_i_r_:li||_|_=|' awiry, hut the characteristic apirit
of the Congregation was heing fixed and consolidated
with her prodent, wise, discreer and motherly direc-
ton, Gred had o planned that from the end of her
second term as presidend il 1587, the year in whick
Mather Magdalena Hecho died, the highest governs
ment of the Congregation was in the hands of those
sisters who had been directly trained by the servant
of God. They preserved the expmples snd wachings of
their venerable Mother as a precicus treasure and
heirloom,

B edinary Process, Docwmeens Gi,
8 Pall, Witness TIT, no, L7, p. T3-B0.
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11, A new descent before the final ascension

O April 22ad 1829 Mother Teresa Periu was clect-
ed president, and the Foundress went back o her
beloved seclusion in that corner of the Hospital among
the little ones. A short time later, in August of the same
vear 18329, her prateful heart neakly broke with the
gad news of the death of Father John DBonal, who
From the sheine of Zuera ek his flight to heaven to
receive the reward of his heroic virtes.

Her days passed in an atmosphere of peace and
silence, vich in merit, yet uneventful to the eyes ol the
world, She continued, however, 1o be the sentinel of
the institute, keeping it safe from all possible dangers.
She was the irreplaceahle procurator we when Fvours
or privileges were to be obtained for the Sisterhood,
Thus in 1823, in connection with the death of sister
Ana Maria Barbera, Mother Rafols accompanied by
Mother Teresa and  the divector approached  the
Vicar-General to obtain the privilege of being consi-
dered as elnistered sisters, exempted from the Ropal
Dreer that commanded that the bodies of non-cloistered
sisters should be taken to cemeteries lving outside the
towns, Sister Ana Maria was huried in the pancheen
ol the Hospital®®

Mow everything was ready o pluck the marter's
palm iF noc by blood then by love,

T Eatrpoces ol sisters, Book 1. Moviliate Archive,
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CEAPTER X

“MY IMPRISONMENT 15 FOR CHRIST
Phil. 1, 3.

Love and the Cross are two icseparable realities,
“lhe Gross is very beantilul and the best remedy o
sanctify the soul” scems to have been the words of
Mather Rafols, Love of the Cross, the seerel of the
haliness of all saints, was to be a distinetive feature of
the Sisters of Charity, Jesus on the Cross, with Hia
open Heart i the cencee of cheir spivitual and religious
lite. We find at this stage of her life the mystery of the
Crose casting its radiance and shadows in all the
material and spivitnal aspecis of the mystery: perse-
cucionz,  beteayal, humiliations,  labours, enmity,
|.:-.I]]IE]'|111LIIT. This wag the rich IIHI"I."E'ﬁt Mother Ralols
gathered in the period of her life we are to narrate.

I. Persecutions for justice sake

When King Perdinand VII died of a stroke of
apoplexy, the politivians drew o sombre pictuee of the
Tuture of the country, The first prallem was, who was
to be the heir te the theene ? 'This problem more than
a dynastic problem [Ferdinand had no son to succeed
him but a daugheer), iv was a problem of ideclogy
between the traditonal and Catholic sense of life and
the liberal ideas of the French revelution, Through the
izfluence of the free-masons those ideas had ]H-mu-lat-:d
inta the minds of the people, poisoning the majority
af them with liberal ideas.

From that time on, throughout that century, there
5 harvdly & periad relatively peacelul. Fratricidal
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batrles with  much  blood-shedding,  unspeakable
Liztred ending in meb vielence, political inswabilicy
of governments suceeed one after another without
ever heing alle to dominate the sitation. Gevern-
ments were busy izsuing decrees and denconciations
against religions orders, wying o appease the cafis
vorons honger of the mob bur inoreality voraciously
increasing it, Horrid erinwes were perpetrated at midday
in the streets and they went unpunished, Those who
climbed to power infliceed frightinl vengeance on their
competitors, only to fall down nexe siashied ::II'I':'!I."T
the weight of adversity. Dav end nighy, in the sty
and in the conntry-side, in Spain and abread corspi-
racies were plofled to overthrow  private iflll?r.l'llt'ﬁ-
Uneertainty lashed the minds, misery spread wide
and undermined the foundations of seciety, threatens
ing o bury with the collapse of institutions everyvthing
beautiful and lofty thar had been buile with moss
praisewortivy endeavours by a believing and ission-
ATy country.

Religions  ovders had  heen suppressed, bat the
Siscerhood of the Hospital of Zaragoza was cxempted
from the total ban. The institute was too small to
attract the attention of anyone, Yet the inlluence 0
widely exereised by it could not but be felt by the
powers of evil, Attempts were made to check or even
suppress that influenee, Besides, the Foundress of the
institule was a too remarkable chavacter, an outstand-
ing personality to be ignored or to pass unpotic |rl
The glovious episodes of the sicges of Zaragoza,
which she had taken an active part, were in the mouths
ol all', So many accusations were divected against her,

U Wrliten inforication of Amtonia Beleume, o witness in the Apostolic
Process, Mavitinie Arehive,

K]

Hardly any riat or tumuol in Laragoza did ro: result
e more or less open persecution againse the Sister-
head, There were many enenties of right order within
the walls of the Heapical, Protected ander the cover
af Taw, and knowing thar they could act with impunity,
they tried on seime occasions ever to kill her. It iz a
miricle how she remained alive, There was a real
plot to de away with her,

The long peviod hevween 1820 and (533, the year
when she died, atempts were made by all [reasille
means to ohstruct the progres of Ler plans, w0 cow
down her resolute spirit, w check the charitable distri-
bution of alms she so lavishly speat foe the benefit of
the sick in the Hospital and in the city,

God permitted these hardships w0 purily the sou
of His servant, marking her with the seal of the eleet,
the Cross of Jesus Christ, and o crown her wich she
halo of thase who suffer pevsecotion Tor the sake af
righteousness. The Cross had been her inheritance
from o mosl tender age,

On Febroary 270 1854 investigations begun te find
the cauze ol a HLL]:JHJHNF consnirscy agatnst che l{_1|||_-|‘:|'|_
Times were difliculs, Civil war broke, so mienc on
exlerminaticn that General Zomalacarvegui had o
restrain. his men [rom the total destruction of the
cnerties, with these words, “young men, that's encugh!
F:llr:|'.l.' -“:‘-'|'|.|‘."1' theose wha are cleleared !

Ar the beginning of the same year several leaders of
the prarty of the pretender Hi]'lg Carlos hasl been shior.
The mere suspicion ol being cne of his followers was
alreacy o treason, Therefore, all those who were sus-
pected, or involveld in wree or False socusations or in
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any plot, so frequent ac that time, tied hurriedly o
go inta hiding or o cscape.

2. VYictim of her own charity

Maother Rafols was toe innocent and too charitalle
to ke able to escape all traps. She lived in that guiet
scclysion of the Hospital, in the deparcment of the
Foundlings, a peacefu! kingdem of charity and alleetion,
far remeved from the palideal turmoil raging outsicle,
Her all-embracing charity, her unsuspecting characrer,
her determination and fearlessness in moments of
danger were too well-known in the city.

“Some noble people whose life was sought for'' had
recourse to her, She hid them?, In the Sidada of May
12th 1824 * Scnor Arias communicated that, while
the Count of Sobradiel, regent of the week, was making
his visit in the cvening of the previous day, May Llth,
Dion Joaquim Carbonell cntered the Hospical by order
of, or sent as commissicner of the Magistrate of the
Military Commission, to arrest Mother Maria Ralols
and take her to the jail of the Inguisition, This was
done with great politeness on the part of the Cormmis-
sioner, The Sitiada took notice of the case™.

3. Her way of the Cross.

The scene of Mother Rafols' farewell was most
pathetic, The unusual sight, the unforseen trn of
events, the flagrant injustice against the exemplary
religious who hed spent her life in tragic days to save

* Leteer of sister Rlauricia in answer 1o the circular Detter of Mother
Lieernl asking [nformation abous hotber Radiol, Soo Caloianz Rabaza,
Seh, B, open, pe 211,

1 Register of Bitiadns, 5es Calasing Kabaga, Sch. P Thid. 204,
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Zaragoza, and the deep affection the children, the sick
ad the sisters fele toward her, summened reund hec
in an instant that large family whe lived wnder her
maternal care, A universal ourpouring of laments, sighs,
and weeping burst from the hearts of those people.
Neither the pain of the calumny, ror the ill-treatment,
ner the desolavon of these whe loved her well, could
in gny way alter the equanimity of that brave soul, o
disturk the peace of her counvenance, “With a smile
and wich calmness she comforted the sisters, requesting
them to show great love to the sick, for it was very
painful to her to have to leave them. She recomimend-
ed hersell to their prayer, and promised to pray for
them, 8he recommended o them to accept the will
of God who permicted all that was happening'',

The sisters accompanied her to the gates ol the
Hespital, and there they remained weeping, It was a
sad way across the streets of Zaragoza, accompanied
by those whe had heen commissioned to take her and
by two sisters who shed tears profusely. How many
tmes she had gone aleng those streets, leaving behind
a luminous path, scattering all kind of benefits, but
now she could not find there any one to look friendly
at her or any one to come to hee defence. The Batter-
ness of that Via-Crucis was great, Every minute scemed
like an eternity, Finally, they arvived ac the place and
she entered the prison and gates were closed behind
her, Behind the prison bavs she gave the last farewell
to the twa sisters, “wha bid adieu to their Mother™
with a heart transfixed with soreow, while tears Howed
from their eyes. They heard again “the same recom-
mendations made to all when she had left the Hospital™®,

4 E.'-:d.il..-.;.u-:;- Procese, Wiiness VIIL, no. 1L
4 Thld,
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She, oo, shed a few tears when she found hersell
alone in thac prison. Yer her peace was absolute, Tor
the knew Dy oexperience that “wherever they mighe
take her, the Fatherly love of God would follow afiee™,
She had now ample time o meditate, w taste Lthe gall
of thar unjust imprisonment with all the aggravating
circwmstances ol desercion and betraval, How differenc
their treaument towards her from what chey had done
eatlier with other sisters, when in July [4th 1829, the
regeni of the Sitiada had been shocked o hear (at
the superintendant of the Criminal Branch of investi-
gation had summoned o the office of Senor Boneta
sister Ann Maria Bruned to give information. They
cificioualy answered that, “the Sitiada in consideration

to a Sisterhood so praiseworthy and well deserving of

all esceem, could not but represent that the said
sister, thought bound only with simple vows, is yer a
religicus and as such wearing the habit, They had
succeedled in ablaining that a secretary should come
to the Hospital and there receive the requested decla-
ration, And they had made known, by Sitiada of Augnst
ird, that *the precedent case shall serve az the norm
for cases wiuch may anse in future”.

Later cn, they had obtained the same exceplion,
in favour of sisters Antonia Torrens and Gervagia
Domencch?, Why then did they not take anvy step new
e belp hee? Why the cold remack, Pthe Sitiada took
notice of ic”? They had let her be cxposed 10 public
shame and undergo the humiliation of being taken io
prison, guarded by two constables, along the public
streews, exposed 1o the valgar and perhaps hostile gaee
-of the passers-by  since  antireligious  feelings  were
distinctive signs ol the lmes,

¢ {alasanz Kabiza, Sche Poopacil. pe 205800,

142

R —————— e

1. The betrayer

The moest painfol and tormenting thoought of her
sensicive beart was that, “a sister who was overeager to
become sister prosident was the one who had reported
w certain gentlemen, whe were like ministers of Uee
Parliament, her ace of charity wich the fnenton thas
she should be ousted [rom Zaragoea®?

Mother Rafals, in her wibuladon, could repear
with the psalmist, “even my bosom friend in whom |
trusted, whe ate my bread, has lifted his Beel agains
me” Ps. 4L, 9. This sorrow surpassed any other
sorrow of her well-tried life, To her noble soul this
pain was more piercing than the sighe of the orphan
children, more than the illswill af the workers of the
Hospital, more even cthan che death of her heecic
daughters or the Tailure in the vocation of others,
all those sufferings were as naught compared with the
wound inflicted on this occasion, Her generous heart
completely forgave, fom the firsr moment, “'and no
cne ever héard her speaking evil or compleining of
any one',

Within her institute the devil had succecded in
fostering such mean gsentiments, and outside he was
raising  political debates and suspicions againat her
by means of calumny and persecution, with the only
purpose of dpoiling her good name.

[ the meantime her daugheers were moving heaven
and carth o obtain the release of cheir mocher on ail,
The military advocate dispatched the legal docoment
without difficulty. The president of the Commission

T Letter af sister Bwaricia, quored abave,
* Thid
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passedd it on to che official magistrate, and the siscers
gought for the powerful influence of the Senor Count
of Sobradicl to plead before the magistrate, The case
fallowed ivs course. O May 2dth, Don Joaguim
Jovellar, Lizatenant Golenel, advecate of the military
commission, officially writing o the chiel Major-
domo of the Hespital, summoned as wimesses four
maidservants of the Hospital whe once more, on July
1th, had e ratify their former declaradon made in
the prosecudion against Mother Rafols and the Seancra
Countess of Villamur™,

During the two months imprisooment the servant
of God, with admirabls meekness, exercised her zeal
among lhe other women who were with her in the
same prison. They happily vsed to come to her eapti-
vated by a supernatural attraction they felt towards
her, At the end of two monchs she was lefo free, sinee
“the Magistrate was all the dme of the opinion that
acthing could come cut from the whele investigation ™"
3. The scourge of plague

Ac this juncoure a terrible cpidemic of cholera broke
oul, [t had been infesting Andalucia and was spreading
now all over Spain. In Madrid there were many
cases of that frightful disease, Ignoranl erowids, persu-
aded hy the freemasons and in complicity with the
authorities, plotted on July 17th a heinous slaughter
of TFriars in the Convent of St Francis, of Mercy, of
St Thomas and the Jesuits of 81, Tzidor {Toledo street),
The scourge arvived also in Zavagoza, The small group

' Procesa, fol, 412, Do, XX,

W Fapasition of Mother Eafcls o the Hemowrable Shiada, o July
ek LEHIG.
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Prison in which M. Maria was for two montha

of heroines of the Hospical, faidiful to their glerioos
traclition, and encouraged by the presence of their
Mather and Ioundress, “laboured with great zeal
and charity, inside and outside the Hospital, a0 a3 to
idleserve prafse from the citizens and authorities™!,

The wards ol the Hospilal were crowded, and the
“inauflicient number of heds caused grear disiress to
the servant of God. Some few medical students of the
last year of Medicine offered their services during the
epidemic. The County Howse decided to reward them,
Witnesses of the distress and suffering of MotherMaria
for not being able o offer the sick the comflort she
would have liked, they unanimouzly agreed va buy
beels with the sum granted to them, and give Mother
Rafols thao satisfaction, She was deeply touched by
their gift offered to her poor sick for whom she was
piving her wery life™1%,

The cage against her was not yet over. She was
ignorant of how all woeold end, Sick and exhausted by
sulferings amd hardships she continued, nevertheless,
to keep a watchlul eye on the childres aned the sick
of the Hpspital. 8he sccured some income for the
exhausted treasury and infused new courage into che
gisters, She deserved only rest, but God knew the
strength of her heart and the power of the surrender
she hae made of her toral self. Siscer Casiana Bardonces
infarma us that “in the persecutions she underwent she
showed  always  greal  resignation  and  admirable
paticnee and meekness, She never uctered @ word of

I Corealele of the Tastibgle. Movitinte Archive.

12 [nformmation of Dooea Anionin Belsigies in che ."'l:ll;ﬁl'.nﬁt Trocrss,
Ahe o leeard it from her Tutloer whio was ono of the stpbeste of Medicine
referred o bo the Infornsacion.
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complaint  against her persecutors,  believing  and
proclaiming that such was the will of Go 1o which she
ought 1o submit herself jovously™8,

G, Sent to banishment
“Omn April 10ch 1835, Peast of Our Lady o Sorrows,

in Sidada, S3encr Arias declared that he had been
informed that the Royal Tribunal of crimes having
gone throvegh the case brougle againse Mother Maria
Eafcls found chat she was noet goiley of complicity,
However, she i sentenced to hanishment o the town
of her bivth, O geconne of her sickness she wanls o
appeal to this Tribunal™, She did in fact appeal not
to proteat against that unjust sencence, but te Descech
that since she had w go to banishment, she might be
sent o Huesca, among her daughters. Her appeal
was granted'.

Why should she ralk cr protest before those un-
worthy judges who did not find any cause to condemn
her, proclaimed her innocent and yet they passed
senfence of banishment? There was ne other reason
(o such an extreme penalty than the judgement “of
the Raoyal Tribunal that deemed that ber preserce in
this city mighl nol be conducive o peace in those
circumatances of turmoil, and so should be confined to
the city of Huesca, more ag a pelitical manouvre than
ag g scntence of jusrice™te,

The victim was ready for sacrifice. In Sitiada of
May 7th "following upen a resolution of Apeil 10th,

L] li_'.l:'\-:I.h':.'u.':,-T Peaceas, Witness, VIIL, no: 12, po Bl

Wb, Do, XX, fal, 411,

1 Thid, Do, XXIT, fal. 413,
o Thigd, Diee, KRV quoied above,
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Mather Maria declaved chat she had an appeal o the
Royal Tribunal of crime, and was allowed to go w
the city of Huescg, Bhe was ready to sot oul imme-
cliately™. A few daws later, after Mav 11tk Senor
Artas, in Sitada, reported “that last Satoreday Mother
Maria had hicdlden him farewell o sec out for Huesea
where she was due 1o proceed yesterday, az in fact she
dic'"'?. Official decuments arve silent, or rather nen-
existing, about this whole process, We can well imagine
that the farewell before the banishment surpassed in
pathos the deparore for the prison.

Ta certain extent the banishment was to the Sisler-
hood maore painful than the imprisonment. While she
was in prisun they had the compensating jov of visiting
her, twe by two, every day., They could bring her
soup in a licde coreen and offer her the solpce of their
cempany and loyalty, Now everything had vanished
and she was far away in exile, Before leaving, they hacl
groupert together reund her, anxious to gaze for the
last time on her kind and sweet smiling Gace, and hear
her Jase recommendations. As she had cold the sisters
belore going to jail, so now oo “the servant of God
told them to show great charity 1o the poor, and w
bear all things far the love of Gad, The sick people
who were able to witness that scene, eried in the midst
ol lamencations, “how is it poasible that they treat
thus Maother Maria wha is such a grear saing' #3
[n that journey she was accompanied by s maid-
servienl of her confidence whese name was Teresica,
Years later she wied to tell Mother Badenas “how sad

s bevsttiog o keow thar adter choncugl investigation in mony

dlilferert cilicind Archives of Zneapoes and olber cilies, to document s
been fourd velfersiog ta the case of 1834 agaia Moiler Rafols,
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that journey to hanishment lad [reen, ar‘u:]_ Ay
other things about the holiness of Mother Maria, and
that they had banished her not for any evil whatsoever
bt for her great love of the neighbour™*, Herdaughters
of Huesca welcomed her with great love and assigned
ta her the best room in their House, ‘Uhis lit:llu PO
where she was o sulfer so much during the six years
of her bamshment has been providentially preserved
intact. During the Spanish Civil war of | DH6-30 ane
shell fell in that cell and ought to have destroyed ix,
but it made no impact on i, not even the bulb that
was lighting the room was broken. The generosity al’
the Counly House renewed the old building and the
devotion of Ler danghters have beautifully restored
the little cell, Tull of sa many memories aud a silent
witness of the tears and sarrows of the beloved Mother,

The Sidada of Zaragosa “havieg in mind the good
gervices (hat the said Mother has rendered for over
thirty years in this holy House, '.111.{1 Judging Ih.-':r to be
in need of help for her own livelihond, decided that
in the event of her departore she woald be ]1l.:lln.v:| with
400 peals or the journey and siv reals daily for as long
as she is absent from this hely Hospicad™®*, The amount
wis made effective at the moment of her departure,

The life of the servant of Ged during her hanishment
was marked by the shadew of the Cross, “Her health,
already fass deteriorating came to be ruined with the
lusl siroke received in the case of the presumed conspi-
racy of February 27th L8348, Bhe never went out

-l L i
W plarmation of Motker Liadmas tp Den Marcelinng  Lsapia,

pratnry of Uie Digcesan Curia.

1 Firiada af April 10th, See Chalasans Rabaea, Sl T, ot o, 2008
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of her cell except 1o attend Mass and receive Helw
Communion, Frequently she was confined o her bed,
exhavsted [rom her sickness and the nostalgic remem-
brance of her dear Hoapital of Zaragoza., 'The delicate
seryices of her davghters of Huesca could hardly miti-
gace the sulferings which hacl come npon her. Prayer
was her only eceupation. "Quiet and patient she was
olten feund praving and shedding copions tears'™ 23,
In these intimate encounters with God she found the
spring of ineffable sweetness, Tere he  faich was
strengthened, her hope renewed, hes tears dried up,
Ler charity rekindled, and frem her hearl a eniverzal
forgiveness would be imparted to all her persecutors
who had provided her with se many means of increas-
ing her merits,

7. Loving her encmies

“She had great love for her enemics and pevsecu-
ters, she net only pordoned them ot ber heare hue
showed heesell’ ready to give her life for chem iF need
arose, She did ol speak evil of any one and never
uttered a word of resentment™®, The cheice subject
of her medications was the passion of Jesns, She would
contemplate i1 with arms ontstretched  before  the
Crucifix she always wore on her. When some sister
or other found her unawares, she would  kindly
smile and say, “the Cros is very beautiful and the
best remedy to sancdlfy souls'®,

13 Leteer of Sister Baaricia, ouoeted aliove,

B Oedinney Provess: Witness X101, no. B, p. 47-20,
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the many, She could say ©'T complete what is Lacking
in Chrisc's afflicions™ Tor the good of His body, the
Churell and in it the 3isterhood.

The sizters of Hussca said that she was languishing,
af sheer exfhavstion and weakness, but her large Leart
unmindful of her cwn aflictions, wauld continue 1o
show concern for her own sisters and for others, The
works of charity revealed in a letler written from her
harishment show great interest for the village of Brecha.

Her strengeh was visibly giving way, and “learing
her approaching death™ she prayed “that they bring
her to dic in her beloved Hospital of Grace'™,

Crod was pleased o hear the humble request of his
servant, The tme of her banishment was coeming o
an end. Her desives were 1o he satisfied, noo however
without much pain for her daughters of Huesea, They
always thought it a blessing of Gaod to have had her so
lovg. She left to them as an icheritance the remembr-
ance of her herofc virtues and, in the depth of their
gouls, an inciTable sweetness.

¥ Lecer ol sisler Mauiieln e Motler Genesal, quoted above,
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CHAFTER: X1

cOHRIST WILL BE HONOURED BY LIFE
OR BY DEATH™ Phil. 1,20

The deach of the saints is very much like cheir Life,
They glarily and serve God and edify people by death
as much as they did by their life. The example of their
patience and [ortitude, and the exercise of many ather
virtues shine then cven maore brilliantly than at any
cther mament ol their lives, There i3 no doube chat
the last hours and death of Jeans conained morve strik-
ing lessons for pur Chrisdan living than the many
exampes of His hidklen and public life, The passing of
the saints carry in those few last davs or hours all
the holiness and merits of their entire lives. They
complete the Peschal mystery in union with Christ
through living faith aned love of the eternal goods
which Christ merited for them through the incompar-
able suflerings of His temporal e and death,

The Sisterhood had a final message in the final years
of Mocher Rafols' life,

1. Welcome back to Zaragoza

On June Znd 18] Don Antonio de la Figuera and
Don Manuel Cantinid, president and secretary respect-
ively of the Charity Hoard ol Zaragoza, addressed the
Fallowing  ollicial  commumdeation w the Board of
Huesca' “Haonourable Sir, on Apeil 13th last, Maria
Ralols, a sister of Charity belenging to the communily
of this Hospital, had recourse te this Board. She resides
in that city from 1833, and she requesta that permission
be granted to her to return to this charitable institution,
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sinee the reasors for which she was ousced from
Zaragozs no longer exise. This Board has no oliffi-
culty whatsoever in granting her request, The Bogrd,
having no doubt that the said sister will mike use of
this resolution to return o this Hospital, believes it
would he failing in i duty it did not express m Your
Vxcellency ite pratitude and recognition for the sl
reception and help affered e her during the time she
vemained there under Your Excellency's protection”!,

The Board of Huesca sent an immediate veply to
that commueication with a warm eulogy of Mother
Maria, since “due to her good behaviour during her
long sty in this Hospital of Huesea she iz worthy af
every consideration’?,

On June 13th of this same vear® she entered the
Haospital of Grece of Zaragoza, after returning from
Lanishiment, snd was received with o delirious jay,
Yall weleeming her with grear sign: of enthusiazm,
and the very same persons who had been the cacse of
her banishment took partin the demonsiration, ack-
powledging her innocence and greal viriues

T the sisters, more than to any one else, this fortu-
nate event appeared to be like a dream, How many
things they had to cell one anether! During her ahaence
many things had happened in the Hespital which
her well-known foresight, watchlulness and prudence
would have easily avoided. The Sidada had punishecd
the sisters for an act of courage and bravery. The

UDndinary Process, Doe LRV, [l 47l
* Ihidd, Doe, XV, Fol. 472

1 Regliter of Schedules 1G], bundls 266, p. 1% Heapital Archive.
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ststers had condemned a public seandal given by ;
medical practitioner and a maidservant of the aurg}u d-
wm't:l. Senor Marraco, of the Charine H'I'“.-EI:';'ﬂ.i]I III?’
LE3S had succeeded, agaivst che f.l]‘.n.i:;ju:l. of the c;lfu.-!:-
I*::llutt's of the same Board, in imposing a fine on the
.~,'|.5|f:1'=.r:'-fi|:ul]1m' Periu insistently lepﬂiJﬁl an gru-u'u:-]é-
1]1: Justice and fairness®. “Never during IIH: .]tm *;11'
of Mother Maria in the Hospital had chere h-:q-i .-uli'
nllaelgl_'-:_rtt‘-ml or difference of apinion among dn‘rt‘m':.
praciitioners of members of the governing Bady of th-l
Hospital, She always had tried with exoeeme prur!n?r-:';;
Lo gee tikat good harmony should prevail among al.l‘l"'f
anel she had succeeded, due to "“the gift (3od had gran l:
e her ol settling quarrels, since her ]'|'|['I'I'2I]1I]'I.s.5ljl;1.l"l"
and her words were sulficient o bring about Jm;u::-“}..

Now they had her with them, and with her [rreschnee

they fele that they were defended, guarded and protect-
el Soon they were to experience it

2, Guardian of the Sisterhond

On May 10th 1841 General Espartere began his
Regency of the kingdom. Donna Christing, on July
_H:'itlh pru:t_-.il-:cl againgl it. The moderace c:]:l]msilllﬁﬁ
increaseed in nwmbers and joined the protest of the
ex-Regent Queen, The leaders of chis political move-
ment were Isturiz and Montes de Oca. The frst oo
raise the standard of rebellion was General O'Donell
in Pamplons, on Seprember 20th 1841, This first
altempt had  profound  repercussions in Faragoza
ane General Borso di Carminall was shot. R
Tl p, R2i.
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Tuking ecdvantage of the political npheavals the
workers of the Hespital tried again to use violence
apainst the sisters, “they snffered much during the
palitical changes and religious petsecutions in Spait
ai the time. Some rulfians appeared in the Hospival
threatening the life of the ssters. Mother Rafols wold
them, “you may kill me, but leave the sisters alone.”
These words had such an effect that the ruffians went
away doing no harm to them®,

Afier her veturn Maother Rafols ook charge again
of the Hoapice, the field of her devetion anid labours.
Her constant zeal and personal success had made
her not enly indispensable but alse irreplaceable, ™
The charity Board of the Hospital and the Lacdies
Asenciation of the Hospice were warm in praising her
for the diligent care she took of the children, trith
whiose zeal this Association s wery much pleased .
She was wanted [or new services, like the supervision
of wee-nurses, “snce this Commission is fully aware
of the gond qualitics found in Sister Maria, and so i
will be very pleased il Your Excellency deemed it good
to assign her to this task™"

7, Mother Maria retires

As the light of the sun is beautiful even when it
sets, Mother Maria’s life was running Lo its setling and
6l the last moment the light of her virtues and cxam-
ples was n thing of charm.

B [ere are many testinanies, in sl ngreemenl, about this fact,

¥ Chridinary Prooess, Wilness L oo 12, po G7.
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Her strength was gracually declining, vet she could
not or woikld not take a well-deserver rest, In Fehruary
1845 Mother Teresa Periu ceased to be the |}rnsi|1r:"1ll
and Mother Josefs Codina succeeded ker. On March
315t Mother Maria retived. Due to her advanced ;qu-
she was G4, she wos assigned o such tasks as might e
compalible with her years. The Board was fully satis-
fied with the zeal, diligency and skill she had cljs.pla:r'-:r:.d
during the many years she had offered her services
not only in the Hospice but also in the general HnspitaI]J.
Phey expected she would continue her services in so
lar as her strength would permic, On June 2Bth 1845
the |5:.l-ilrr.] had to order that she be transferred to Bellver
de Cinca, in the Province of Huesca, “to restore her
!Jtﬂkutl health for as long as it seems necessary'™®
e house where Mother Raliols lodged during the fa
shee spent at Bellver was that of Don Joaqoim Ruiz
@ surgeon in that town, and Donna Juana l.'_,‘-mi’u:':]J
his wile. Te was called "Surgeon’s House™ and it RS
on Mount streer (today Pilar steeet),

1I'*I'IE! know some few details of her stay there, and of
the impression her solid virtues made. A .-;m; ol the
surgeon, Beverend Manuel Ruiz, parish priest -,-.m_l.
dean of Fraga from Mav 21at 1849 to November 4ch
1395, knew the servant of God in her parents' home,
He was a man of few words, “but whes he spoke of
Mother Rafols, he waxed very eloguent and said that
she was a woman withagreat heart, and he would add
a sentence of Mother Maria was worth a full sermon™1,

All the ateention given o her health proved to be
3% Register of Sitindas. See Calang Habazs, 5 ;
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of no avail. Her soul was already mature foe her
heavenly abode, God, however, was pleased to prolong
her valvable life much longer than was expoeeted,
probably o allow her co consolidace her work aud o
give o the very end an unusual example of  total
giving ol oneselll and thus fx the beroie character of the
Sisterhocd as a necessary demand of a life of love anl
cledication 1o the love of che Sacred Heart of Jeaus,
in atoncment for the forgetfelness and ingratioude
of men,

Her love of the Churck grew during this period.
“She was deeply pained when hearing of the evils
which were assailing the Church, .Lln:ll.mlm[_h them ta
her own unfaithfulness, and prayed continually
God for the Pope and for the Church?, “she wuultl
afler extravrdinary penances,' and “all her sefferings
and works for the conversion of sinners”™, She bore
her grave illness not only with resignation but alsa
with gladness. "On no account did she agree w be
dispensed from the observance of the rule to the eod" 15,
“She dragged heesell, though sick and haliparalyzed,
v the sick wards, and the sisters would come 1o meee
her there to theie greac edilicadan'' 15

4, Lover of the Sisterhood

This last stage of the Mother's life was characerized
by an increase of tenderness towards her davghters.
They hecame wimmesses, within the small and poor
rooms, of very touching scenes of [amily life. The

Ciclinary Process, Witness X0, no. 3, p, 55
M Thdd, Witness XIW.

L Tled, Yitneas X1 e L2, p. G2,

Y oTbid, Witness 110, na. 13, po 41,

(i)

voung sisters psed (o go (o her to And an answer in
their doobts, “One dav o sister complained to her
that she had nat been able o say her prayer, for she
hiad been called to the side of & sick man, The Mocher
answeredd, "you can remain unpereurbed, for (o assis
# sick person for the love of God is alse praver'. She
kept hersell’ busy working with the sacrisiy linen, ane
s i former times she taught the vounger sisters 1o
decorare the aluar,

In 1849, a small coremony took place which was a
cauge of great joy to the servanc of God, “They macle
a little chapel within her own recim. She could retire
theve te pray, 10 have meetings for the elections, renew
their vows. The chapel was dedicated to the Immacu-
late Conception. It was blessed on January 15t 184% by
Rev, Augustine Oliver, rector of the Royal Major
Seminary of 51, Charles, and divector of the Sisterhood,
A solemn Mass of three pricsss was suLge, which three
regents atlesded wnd o which gl the sisters received
Holy Communion*.

As her last davs were approaching God filled her
heart with great joys, “In 1830 the sisters took charge
of the men's wards, and since the work had been
coubled, the mamlber of sisters was alsn increased 2
The thick weil that was hiding the constant progress
of the institute and 15 propagation graduoally begun
to be removed from the eyes of the humble Foundress,
Her first reaction was a show of gratitude, Other
manifestations of her joviul heart enlightened the
last years of her life, In faer, every year brounght her
a ey cause of joy. In 1850 her most heloved daughter,

" Entrasces of siaeers, ook 1, Mavitaie Avchive,
W Iafseneation of the Charity Board, queted albove.
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Mother Magdalena  Heche, undertook  the gowverns
met of the Sisterhood as new president. Bloailver
Maria when she was president had peceived her as o
postulant in rhe Sisterhood, She had been fist in ker
heart and was heir to her spiric. In 1852 o wooden
statur of the Immaculate Concepilcn was flessed and
solemnly placed in the recently inaugurated privace
oratory of the sisters™ s,

These celebrations were for the soul of the sick ad
disabled Mother soothing remedy in the midst af her
pains. Soon was she (o eojoy the erernal liturgy in her
Facher's house,

5. The marks of the Lord Jesus

The alarming catalepsy sel i, and a progressve
paralysis followed with all its frightful symptoms. It
wag like a living death which was pncermining her
constitution and paralysing all bedily funetions. 1t was
rather the mystery of the Cross [alling on her anil
marking her with the marks of the Lord Jesus. Cin that
Cross. after 2 slow agony, was she to breathe nber last.™

The bed whereon the servant of God was rivetted
became a pulpit from where the sisters gol wise advice
and learnt excmplary virtues and snblime lessons Lo
live well the Hie God gave them, #In the evenings”,
when the work in the wards was over, “they used 1o
gather round the bed, and ol her cverything thal
had happened during the day. For all she had words
of encouragement, good advice and practical remacks
w improve their behaviour®® It is remarkable how
"0 Entrances of shicers, Boek 1. Mewltiate archive.

85 Clalasane Rataza, 3o, Fooapocit, po 821
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|G

Boom of M. Marien Aafols

TR g



On 20th Doiober in 1925 the morml remains of the Founders wore

transferred From the Hospltal o the Geoeval Heose

+ Coflin contnining the mormal remains of M, Mavia Ralels

“she was able to vse her lips and insiroet her danghters,
m spite of the paralysis which had crepe over all her
limhs"#, She specially recommended te them union
and charity among chemselves for she considered these
two virdues as cssential mcans to exercise fruithially
their apostolate with the sick''®s, “She exhoreed them
to enkindle theiv Jove by constantly meditating of the
Passion of Our Lord and urged them 1o the practice
of constant praver”, which would he made easy, "if
they saw God inoall things™®,

At that time when she was very sick, “Matker
Raimunda Oliver was a postulant, She was VETY SOITY
because she had to leave the Congregation on account
of & finger of her hand which was in a very bad condi-
ton, It seemed 1o have become incuralle, in spite of
all remedies having been oied.” Mother Rafols en-
cotraged her and offered hersell to be her infirmarian,
“The finger, against all expections, was cured,”
“Mother Raimunda considered it as a litthe miracle
wronght by the charity of the servant of Ged™?,

G. TPreparing to meet the Lrod

Her paticnce wss astonishing, “for it was sorcly
tried by the paralysis of her lasc years. Her fortipude
and resignation to the divine will was a cause of wander
to the sisters®,

Her interier gaze was constanly fixed on Jesus,
W Thid, g, U, p. 52,

B Paiel, Witness W, oo, 90op, 88,
" Infcrmation of sister Faperansa Cozles ohiained nad preseced Ly

Ctraddition,

¥ Testimeny of sister Justicn Sacs, in the Heatification Process,
# Ordinary Process, Witness XI, e, 13, p, 58,
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the beloved of her soul, and with a moat comforting
trust was she waiting for the final embrace. Ier heart
was full of devotion, peace and loving  kindness,
Sister Cagiana said “thac all the senior siscers spoke
of her as of an extraoedinary case of holiness, and
ihat this was the commen view of all her contem-
poraries’ #,

O Aupost 28th 18335, Feast of St Angustine,
Mother Rafols became so seriously ill that all imme-
diacely understeod that her end was nearing. That
dav was the Frast day of Father Augustine Oliver,
the confessor al the community. In other occasions it
would have been a day of joy for the community.
It turned out to be a day of greal sadness for them
gince they saw the end of their dear Poundress, She
was given the holy Viaticum. The sisters plonged in
deep griel and shedding coplous tears accompanied
the priest carrying the Blessed Sacrament. Their
sorrow wad mitigated by the sight of the fervour with
which the sick Mother received Our Lerd in the
Haly Eucharist, and of the happiness and ineffable
Jow reflected on her Tace, Next day she became worse,
though in the midst of her sufferings she did not lose
her ealmness angd tranguillity of spivit. Animated and
maved with aspirit of love, she talked to her daughters,
recommending  them mutual charity,

In this way the good Mother bade farewell to her
danghters. When her last day arvived, August 30th
1834, she entered into a peaceful agony, without

% In her declaration in the Process.
e At ol declamtion of Mather Josela Badesns of the convent of 51,
Cratherine, belare Don Marcelino Casado, notary of the Eocesan Curin

of Farageen, Fehroasy LDk, 1928, Mevivae Archive,
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convulsions or heavy hreathing, She elosed her eyes,
apened them from time to time o look kindly at her
diughters, Father Augustine Oliver spent long hours
by hLer hed, He spent the whole of the las :laq;a in the
Haspital, where he took his meals not to be away from
the dying Mother in her last moments, The preseiti-
ment of what was about to happen caused 1o all such
sadness that Father Augustine himself wept hitterly.

About 11 am. a maidservant came to see her o hid
her Farewell, She was the same trusted servant, Teresica
:njh-;’.l had accompanied her to banishment in Hllfﬂ{“ﬂ.:
II hough I'«":!:I::-t]]r:l' Rafols was very weak, the turned to
ter -.ul1c| with much sweetness teld her, “do nat weep,
Teresica, do not weep, 1 am going to heaven. . .
there [ will ask for vou. .. May God tepay vou the
good services you have done o me”, Tevesicn was
weeping 0 copiowly that the sisters were compellad
to take her away from the room. ;

In the evening of that day, Feast of 8t. Rose of
Lima, Father' Avgustine again entered the roam,
E‘:hc eomposed heesell a little, and looking at him said,
"please Father, cell His Grace the Arch hishop o pray
to God for me', He kindly veplied in the affirmative,
ITmm::diaT-:]!.-' Mother Rafols fell into a lethargic stace
i a profound silence, interrupted anly by che 5igh.;
and weeping of the sisters around the bed, Suddenl
as if recovering fram the lethargy, with a very happy
and  beautiful countenance, like a mirror J{*[Im-tlu'g
the peace and happiness she was already ENjoying
opening again her eyes and looking tawards I'"EI.I'J]EI."
Avgustine, as il in a trance exclaimed, “Oh, my
Father, [ see many people, all in white. . " These
were her very last words, The sisters underscaod that
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at that very moment the servant of Gad had -_:x|1'u".'dll
and eried out, “Father, Fﬂthm’l: she 15 -:l}'mg.l.-
While Father Augustine was wacing over hee the last
absolution and Blessing, Mather Rafols slightly gaped
and expired. Tt was 3 pom. .
Once certain ol her deparcure, Father ;"Lugn_mlll;.:-
told the sisters, “her soul is on the way to heaven™,
All the sisters lefl the  room '.':-'n::n:]:ing HE 1.:-1-|:||I1.m
daughters who had just lost their mather. Mother
Oliver and Mother Raimunda® dressed up the corpse
with her habit (Mother Raimunda's), which was in
beteer condition than the kabit of the deceased ?»-Imrl-.lnr.
While this charicable service was L|.I'.2'[I.:-'f 1o the remains
of that holy religious, Father .-"'m_guatuw wenl up o
the hall where the Mother and sisters had g“-‘lﬂ'lcl‘:i‘d_.
addressed them wilth very maving 1x'nl'clﬁ, CLCOUrBging
them to imitate always the victues of theiv Mother
Fourdress, since ahe had given Thr:mlau (EAWEHT] -:“:-'.utlﬂ]]]-:'.s
of all wirtues Ene specially ol Bumility and charity.

The vircues of the Poundress rnmalui_'d s deeply
engraven in the mind of Father :f!nugusrtm‘ that they
Lecame the ohligatory subjece of his conversations 'J.I:]l'..l:
exhartations to the sisters. Mother Rafols was the mirro
in which all had w leok ac th_rlnarﬂ'..'ca. ‘S]w wehio |Il':'|.{|:
ne courage to lock at hersell in that mivear, il .tl‘l.-
to be like her, was nat {it o enter into her family,

Mother Ralols <ied in the novitiate Hoose, i che
ball of owo rooms, close to the convent -::ui'_ the Tn-:'.:u'na:
tion. On the ground-Hoor there was a big hall WJII.DI:"-..
there was a large crucifis, There probably Mother
Bafols psed sometimes to actenid  Blaszs,

n Huﬁ'fi.._- wirnwss certadnly erred, since Mother Oliver and hMother
Kalmunda are cne nad the sams peracn,

1G4

1. Though dead she remained very much alive

The workers of the Hespical broughe a white coflin,
with some blue lings, paorly decorared, They placed
the Dody in the coffin and tock it tothe Church of the
Huospital. They placed it in the centre of the Chureh
o a large able covercd with a red damask bronght
from the house of the Coung of Sastigo whose Family
held Mother Rafols in preat esteem,

Maother Maria, though dead, lnoked very much alive,
such was the beauty and peacefulness of her countes
nance. She looked es i she was asleey,

Besides, her spirit and her charism remains alive in
the Clonstitutions in her Congregadon and in the souls
of the sisters of Charity, Even if there is not one siseer
who does possess it in the fulness, we can well saw that
in the tolality of the Congregation, in the calleetivity
of all the sisters the charism is beautifully made pre-
sent in the Church,

The docrs of the Church were thrown apen Lo the
crowids who came uninterruptedly to see the bl s af
Mother Rafols and 1o pray before it. Her daughters
eontinually went up and down, replacing one anather,
%1 as to he able to discharge their duties of charity.
They kept watch hefore \he body while reciting their
prayera. The crowds were centinually meving on,
People of all classes of snciety coulid be seen Hling past,
rich and poor, seevang and army men of high rank,
priests and laymen, All praised her virtues and re.
merhered the heroic deeds of the deceased during the
tragic days of the siepes, and other publie calamities.

any were in tears, Becanse of the multitude of praple
that wished 1o see her, it was NECESAALY 1o poslpone
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ro anether day the burial of the servant of God. Peaple
wanled 1o show theie devorion and pay sheir respects
te that hely religions who Jor charity’s sake had so
many times defied death in the thick of the enemy
shells, and faced all kind of dangers,

Vears later, when Mother Raimunda narrated to
the novices and junior siscers these details of the edify-
ing death and burial of the servant of God, and the
tribute of gratitude the city of Zaragoza paid on that
pecasion, her cyes were filled with tears. She had
always seen from very near the virtues ol Mother
Aaria. She had assisted her during her lasc illness,
dressed her corpse in her own habit, and watched by
her body, day and night when it bad been exposed in
the Church of the Hespital, Though other sisters kept
turns in their watch, Maother Raimunda never departed
frem 1he body of her mose beloved Maother,

Oin September 2nd®, the burial of the servan: al
God took place. The spiricual directors ol the at.
Charles' Seminary came for the faneral and Mass
which was sung by the Reverend Augustine Cliver,
assisted by Rev, Mariano Baye and Rev, Mariano de
Barea, After the excquies the bedy was lowered ino
the pantheon where it was buried on the rvight side,
Before the entombment, the sisters wished to bid the
last adieu of their Mother, All were full of griel and
their eves filled with tears. The image of the deceased
Mother was so deeply imprinted in their minds thal
after several years, when the senior sisters explained
o the younger ones what had happenesd in those days,
they so vividly described the figure of the Foundress

Ty Doc, LYELL, i0 the Ordinary Process, September Tsv iy nien-
ticmed a the day of her burial.

LEG

that the woung sisters thought they were secing it3%

In gratefulness fer the many services and sacrifices
she undertook for the sick of the Hospizal, in all the
1*.'fl_rd5 many Roaaries were said for the eternal repose
of ier soul, She woue the hahic of the Sister of Charige
for forty-right vears, Her death cavsed general sorrow
and left a veid difficult 1o 6ll, She leit, oo, sxamples

el virtue for the sisters to imicate. We all venerale
her as a saimet",

I;I:LIJ‘:;:;EI";‘“"E"“ of Mother Jaselfa Badenass briore a notary. Feboyary

W Teatizaony ol Siiter Magdalenn Tlec! sper iy, i . inary
el gl T S ag £, sperior, in the Oedinary
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CHAPTER XIT}
CRE IMITATORS OF MINET 1 Oor 4, 16

The survival after the deatl of those whe have de-
parted is & common phenomenon, It can be explained
by pevehological laws of repression or avlosuggeation.
[t is nat 2o easy 1o explain it if the survival stretches o
distant pericds of dmes, somelimes even centuries.
And it 35 inexplicable whes the survival enters certain
rysterions influences that go beyend the laws of natre
and psychology. In thiz chapter che three types of
explanation will be intertwined, One thing remains
absolutely certain, that the “survival”™ of the sains
angd other saintly people is in a category by itselt,
They d sgrevve, OF some al them we know with absolute
certainty that they Hze o in heaven, which is 1o say,
here, elose to us, Where ¢fie can heaven be? They are
not far from each one of us. Should we, then, he sur-
prised if we suddenly find ouvrselves walking in their
cempany, thinking of them, "steing” them, and they
talking te us, suggesting (hings to us? They are THERE
whether we see them or not, whether we think of them
or not.

Secondly, the saints do not finish their mission when
they dic. The missdon entrvsted to them continues
after their death, nay more, olten beging only then,
when  liberated [rom  the restricdens imposed by
space and time vanish, and they begin to be really
active in other places and centuries. Surely they are
then [ully present, since they ave splendidly active,
fully invelved, desperately commicted to the works
to which they had dedicated their lves, This “survival”™,
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{hlall we call it theological, ontolagical or myatical?
Yhatever the name and reality may be, it is surely
not pivchological or imaginary, i

The survival of the Founder of a religions Congre-
gation is of this type, The spirit of the saindy person
the r._h-,u-is:m, the institution, the Cungmgm:jc:n erE
enshrines the soul, the work, the mission, the power
fhe -:'.11Ir.=:gizing activity of him or her who rlcpaart-::::i
centuries ago live an, And they are eotlinually sending
us not through the waves of ether, bul whispering

right into cur ears, their message, “be imitators of
frne, ' )

I The feeling of her presence

The days following upon the death of the servant
of Gad were sad for the Sisterhood. I ery place in he
House brought back memories of the good Mother.
Lvery minute they were reminded of the great vaicl
they were trying in vain to GIL Here she would work
this was her' place in the chapel, in the dining toom,
i the needle-room. She used 6o [iss this way in [Lc;
C'I'I".'“U-IM reunds along che wards and cloisters of 1he
Hospital, Her presence flled everything. Many things
‘i]"'.':'k“ loudly of her exerdons, her grf_u:i taste, her love
of Jeaus to whem she dedicated her actions and her
devition, .

Phey visived the small and poor cell still lled witl
_T|1ll:‘- fragrance of her virtuous deeds of the last days.
They did not dare to touch or change any olject
which Il.i:l.l'.‘l for them the value of relics’. They mitigated
their pain by recallecting and reciting her lessons on

! Declaration of Rdotler Jasela Badenss.
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petfection and the examples of virtue she had cons-
tantly given them durving hee love life.

“Ohne night Mother Eaimunda Oliver was keeping
watch in the Hospital, Out el sheer Fatigae she dozed
for a while, Suddenly she felt some one palting her
on her hack. She awoke, looked rouned, bt saw nobody
there, She dozed again. The patting was repeated,
though again she did rot see any one, She fell asleep
for the third time, and the patting was ru;]c'ﬂ.ti‘l:!,
and even stronger than on the first two occasions. This
maee her think that it mighe be a supernatural warning.
Then in spite of her fatigue “she began to make a round
ol her ward. She feund chat one of the sick women
was in her last mements and was asking for a priest o
make her confession. Mocher Raimunda quickly sent
for one, and he came in time o asist the sick woman
whe died goon. Mather Raimunda alwavs attribured
this happening to the intervention of the servant of
ol Adier her death she was still recommending, as
she had done during her life, the care and vigilance
of the sick, so0 that they may not die withour the
Sacraments™ This was not the enly time when the
gond Mother from her glory continued to warn and
carrect them in their negligences,

“The same Mother Raimunda and other sisters
had delayed in the distribution of broth or medicines
to the sick. When they came to do the service, alter
the prescribed time, they found that scine other sister
had overtaken them. As this happening was repeated
an other occasions, the sisters suspected something
extraordinary, When they asked the patiens for the
elecails of the siscer wha had anticipated them in giving

0 I:Jnljn;m::-.l'm::m. Witness IV, ao. B, p. 42-43,

Lvn

meclicines or hroth, all agreed in giving a ilescription
E!Lﬂl; fit Maother Rafols. The sisters took it A% A Warning
lrem their Foundress, who continped to [reach charvity
and the care and concern her daughtess should have
for the sick™ '

1 She Jived on, imong them, invisible 1o cheie Cyes,
WEL Very present to their souls, She continued (o inlizse
in Ilf;cm her spirit, her infinite lengings for a total
greing of sell, her faithfilness 1o duty, She LnsH e
them with her watchfl charity, her tireless activity
and burning zeal for the salvation of souls, In this

way she completed and gave the finishing touches 1o
her insticute, '

2. The Congregation grows far and wide

God's infinite wisdom, “rejoicing in His inhabiced
warld, and delighting in the sons of men” Prov R 3l
had originated that Sisterhood. The Erain of nu:ﬁ;ar{l
f_rctcll was to develop now into 4 majestic e, mani-
wesling in 1ts llowers and lruits thar the infinirely
great was alveady active in the infinitely small. '

. “ il the year 1885", says a historian of Lhe Hospital,
Ilh:.' SIBLECS never went cut lo make any other founda-
tion, except that of Huesea, since the Sisterhood huael
been founded for the benefit of that Eoyal Hospital,®

The forndation of Huesea ook place at the request
of "His Lovdship Joaquim Sancher de Clutanda
Miralles, Bishop of Huesca who came to know of the
benefits the Roval Hespital of Our Lacly of Grace of

Aaragoza was enjoying with the establishment of (he

* Thid. Witness U1, no, 17, p. 81

171



Sisters of Charity, He asked Father Bonal to calah]isul-:
a similar Sisterhowd in the Hﬂ.‘l':‘.llil_.-:‘ll al Huesca u1114 i
Hospice, for the benefit of the sick :::ulwl the F-:tr-:- |rr~5f
and education of these poor orphans.” He requeste
the Sitiada of Zaragoza o send a sister to be \'.']1L1:llﬁ'.{tw|.:|.
with the government of the ,Sia.:rl'l.'nn-:u:] (SR mrﬂh]]-ﬂm-i[ .
The Sitiada chose sister Teresa Calvet who relucrantly
accepted the office our of sheer obedience, _’S]mF w]a:t
very accepiable to the Prelace, the rng-:nl.:l & t1::
Hespital and Hospice, to the Sisterbocd and to
whale city™,

Mather Calvet had kept in her mind the examples
and lessons of sublime wisdom she h.ml wunnssn{? in
the Haspital of Grace, She carried x:.ruh her the |.1U.L..|:
haoklet of the rules, full of evangelical doctrines, &n
a mostvaluable code of spiritual direction, a nmr-.":'!lmllﬁ-
blending of prudence and sweetness, goodd Ilt?-:lr:rsh;nli.:
ing and piery, With the guoiding principles gwﬁu_{ :ILI-I.-
phedience and subjection were easy to accept, & Lﬂ.'”_n
became meaningful, werds inspiring and  apostelic,
In that rule faults had their sancton, -:_:.-!1111r|.1£|.|1l'.|ﬁ
their boundaries, weaknesses their remedies,

This foundation tock place as early as May 15th
1807, Father John Bonal presented her and hev corLnu-
nity to His Lordship, This first colony  transplanced
from the Hespital, of Grace Lo ]-{l?macn.rwr.::h :l11LIl]|.['.[.
feature of the charitable work of Mother Ralols. Her
institute of charity embraced from the very beginning
the work of cducadon, In the Primitive rules of tt}li
Hospital of Huesca there was o full chapter dedicater
to the high ideals of education,

4 Enrrances of sistere of Huoso,
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Mather Teresa did not fall shart of the expectations
cherished by Mother Rafols, She lived a saindly life
andl “died in 1812 with great edification acenrding to the
testimony of the Sitiada, and the restimony beyvond
questicn, of Father Bonal in a letter to the Archdean
ol Zaragoza™ where he said that she died “in ehe
odeur of sanciivy,"

This had been the only foundation which took
place during the [ifs of Mother Rafols, Bur this facl
had been most beneficial 1o the Congregation, since
the sisters had remained during many vears in the
cradle of their foundation and under the direction of
Mother Foundress fiom whom her davghters fiad
ample time to learn fram her selffess, humbhle, sclf-
sacrificicg and brave examplet,

Alter her death, linle by licle, the high authorities
of the Hospital “in view of the grear {rust they could
place on che sisters, ane cheir tnparalleled charity,
gradually increased their responsibility in the manage-
mient of the institution, This palicy brought about o
correspondling increase in the number of sisters, In
183% the general management was entrusted to them

with the obligation of submitting a detaile deserip-
tiom of accounts, In 1837 the keys of all the SHOTE-T OO0,
which had always heen kept by (he Majordomo,
where handed over to them,

The heur, fixed by divine Providence, had struck to
offer the henefits which had been the privilege of few
to all peoples G and wide.

A document of the time says, “in the epidemic of
1835 which so cruelly lashed Spain, Zaragoza and it

_T?::I!-l-;:'".l.ﬁ -lti,l,l_'p-:l.?:?ll Hch, P, Gt o W
* Guallar, op.cit, @ 131,
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province will never be able to lorget the ]1("!.'l'_'lll'“.- .i|f:lE]ils
accomjished by 22 slatﬂ'.a' 'r:l-'l:l.'!:l WL ul. !,h.i‘ n-nh-:U:Ea,]ﬂp
Hospital off Cur Lady of Grace, It. x:.jm, a ]r{.lrthﬂr;ng
thing 1 sce how the sisters nul'llI:--'-i.!ri.EjLP].lIr “: e
for though their number was rather bl:-!nl.l ;i.u o
needs, vel they gave their asistance 1o 18 towns "||_|-||‘||_
h:u'u’-."u:u:rI and spent many days and lllgl!]]lri‘ wll-l i
sleep on wccoint of the great II:J|'|'||::||,‘-!: :.:l tl :H I-:ll_'p;:Fi{‘-l.il_
stricken. A new Hospital was open tm{II H.Illl : [I;n.[g
in the Military quarters called of the Iﬂ'l“j;ll_f:hcfl_'l'“;
The sisters were seen ut‘ninl_r‘l'rl|p1|:~t|l}r by 1E:<:t$u uLu b
sick, looking after them with LIUT. gt‘::;iutsi; Har:l ,;ii.ﬁ-_[._;_
cloing kind or repugnant services™ | Lm;‘b;_-]m[--ri,_'-
indeed, they wrer: serving with a mlllll: 1 IﬁH‘n "[||I.:'||j|
tempergment, deing all kiu-:ls..-::ufmcnn-\l Ei:.‘ﬂ;:.l.?\;lh e
ever going oul even for a ::r|1|u'.~lu bz b .“!I .lf.‘ .“ - |;'m;
shedding tears of sincerity I;nlc_-,rn.Lh}t ]LU{]J::m [::, pi
who had paid their kind services W it ] -"h|“-1|-:c,i.,-,lﬂ
remaining unmoved belore tl;.-r: corpse -:.Il & 1| D:tm;-ir_.u.r
who died g victim of duty, Such was their behay
during the epidemic?, | |
As the sieges of Zaragoza !}:ul been o rml'::lﬂlfllf-:lzllui
the potentialities of the new Sisterhood ::l.l:i.l'.| i3 i
ress, the epidemic was a revelation al’ Llln: [.Iwu:.;f -
ities of the Sisterhood, even alter lh{“.L.-eh.'Ell L
Foundress, and of the vitality of t1h{= Lhmlm:n 1:1,1 L
fully preserved in it. “The Senor l’_:l.:-'.'.i:Tlm':-J, fl.'-_-r-u'r. ¥
the good services the sisters had nfT-:.'lr.L ,l :l-mﬁ-:;:n'lju-
times of epidemic when llEl.lﬂ:l.l.‘_.-' el j'l .I-.-.I:. ko
plague-sivicken, thought that it was not P.JLIIH.- ol l._-L 22
crther towns of such sisters, who do so much goo

1 Thid. p. 132,
& Thic, p, L34,

el

homanity, However, though for he coming of 1he

sisers Lo this city and their foundarion, the Honop-

able poverning Body had abialped Royal approva;,
since the Hoespital was under Roval Paronage, the
aisters had no powers 1o cstblish new foundations,

The Governor saw 1o it tha they wauld haye the
necesary powers. He obiained from His Majesty™s
govermment, on July Beh 1857, 4 Eoyal Ovder by whicl
the foundation of the Sisterhond of St Anne of the
Haospital of Oy Lady of Grace might be extended o
other places provided they be within the e ritory of
the provinee, They were empowered 0 povern theje
tnstilutions'®,

It weuld have heen easy for the Governor 1o have
obtained brosder faculdes, The Charicy  Board, as
the Sitiada earlier, and now the Lrovernor, gradged
that this treasure might be spent in far distant places
and the vasr provinee under his tule might lack the
brecicus lelp,

July Bth 1837 is a remarkable date in the history of
the  Institate. Nothing could now forbid Mother
Magdalena. Hecho, president of the Sisterhoned, from
opeting the doors of the Instityte to the voung pirls
who from the very firsi yedr ol its inceplion were un-
incerrupeedly asking for admission. The Hospital of
Grace remained az the mother Hanse and novitiate of
the Congregation, with the approval of the Charity
Board, On August 23nd of (e simne year 1857 twa
foundations were made in Calatayud, a Haospice and
2 Haspital, The fallowing vear twwo moge in Tarazon
a Hespital and Huospice,

' Thid, g 113,
" Inferimntion of the Chacity Hoard. Avguae [dth, 1837,

i,
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Shordly alterwards in 1860, 1yphoid fevers spread
over Faragoza, and haleed for & while the expansion
activity., Their behaviour on this occasion was another
glovions page in the history of the Institmte, “Thirteen
sisers contracted the disease, and seven died in o single
month', Bt most remarkabile of all, neither the excessive
labours nor the death of the dear sisters could dis-
hearten them in the lease. Thev doubled their relent-
less efforts, multiplving themselves and atlending (o
all the sick with a superhuman vigour that only their
heroic charity could infuse in them,

The Charity Beard, witness of all theiv activities,
coild not but give a magnificent testimony of gratitude
and appreciation to the sisters in an official letter of
Mav 22nd, addressed to Mother superior. They
acknowledged and were thankiul for the ever burning
geal of the sisters of this Congregation who, regardles.
of the victims the contagious disease was claiming,
gencroualy give their ateencion and comlort to the
poor sick'M,

Far from being terrificd by the number of victims
whao fell in their own community, the humble sisters
looked al them with envy, secing them march before
them with the green palm of victory towards their
true motherland, That wag the poal of their vocation,

This glorious army of mareyrs of charity will ga on
increasing in striking numbers during the lile ol the
ingtitute. In every new calamity God chose His favou-
rite victims, The Congregation did not diminish on
this account bur rather increased, as it appears from
the two new foundations on August Gth 1861, the Heos-

" oGuaallar, cpell, p, E5415,

pice of Tudela, founded by special authorization since
this was the first foundation in the province of Navarre,
outsice the provinee of Zaragoza, and on September
fth 1864 che Hospital of Caspels,

3. The needs of the times

“Such rapid development during the ten vears before
1863 made the pious and wise Cardinal Archbishop
of Zaragoea, Fray Manuel Garcia Gil, cthink of the
need to modify and enlarge the Constitutions of 1825,
for it was nol the same thing to govern one House or
to govern a Congregation, The sisters were sorry 1o
change the primitive reles they had professed 1o follow.
Hence, the Prelate endeavoured to keep, as far as
possible, the early rules, teying w enlarge rather than
to reform them, Besides he consulted all the Houses
already [ounded™® The preamble written by His
Eminence the Cardinal Garcia Gil savs the fellowing:
“As the Rule and Consttutions printed in 1524
affirm them 1o be the same as the ones Gdthfully kept
in this House of Zaragoeza since 1805, the year in which
the present sisters of Charicy established themselves
in this House, we would do wrong if we were to ey
now te reform them, depriving them of their venerable
anticuity and moving away Irom what the experience
of 30 many years has approved and consecrated, Our
intention, therefore, in making this new edition of
the same is to separate the prescriptive from the
dectrinal part, which has grown excessively extensive,
and give them a new form to make their understanding
easy and their remembrance more cffective,” Afler

¥ Beak of foundation, Nevitiate Archive,
** Calasanz Raobaza, Sch, B opcit. po 560
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having received all the suggestions from the different
Houses and their remarks, chey were submiteed to the
examen of the General Drector, the Canon of the
Cathedral, Reverend Benito Garrido., *The political
events that ook place ac that time were the cause of a
postponment in the definitive approbation”™" though
they could oot stap the rapid propagation of the
insiiuee!®,

God was recruiling them in view of the needs of the
coming Civil War. "In 1873 civil war was raging
throughout Armagon. A field—dressing  station  waa
apencid i the Hospice of Zaragoza. The siscers both of
the Hospice and of the Hospital offered greal services
in all the rasks assigned to them, not sparing labours,
inconvenience or abstacles of any kind'®, For this
reagoty the County House gave in an official commu-
nication a vowe of thanks to them, “for their zeal and
activity which made smooth all difficulties™??,

During this war, in the city of Estella specially, the
glarious deeds of the sieges of Zaragoza were re-enacted.
Frats of superhuman endurance were re-lived. They
[ollowed the herole paths marked by the glorieus
Foundress, The sisters remained steady at cheir post
without ever abandoning it or retreating even in the
presence of deach. “Five Hospitals for both factons

W | id.

v O Apeil 11tk FE67 the Hespdealans, Hasplee of Farella, the second
Fousndations in Mavarre, took place. On April Sincd, THGH the sinless ol
Huesca wha geadually had senarated llzm;-ar'.vr'_': frem: the DMlother
House of Zaragora, ot the reguesl of the Mather supevior of the Flaspizal
wael the Hesnioe ol that capital, joined the House of Zaragoaa, with all
vher graces, prevapaiives and privileges, as il they would  had newver
censed o belong ta it (Gemeral Cheoslels of the Tostitute, Movilinte
J"l.l'l!|'.|'\..'\-:":_:.

B Okpenicle of s Tnstimice, Novitdaoe Archive.

¥ Thid.
L 7g

wete under their charge', When the sisters came 1o the
Hospital of Anderas, they found the wounded lving
ot the ground, without beds ar any ather help They
':lll:l;FlJi-l'lj them swith all neceasary things, locking after
their Bealih, .

In the capuire of Estella the followers of one party
ll:'u! a government, Hospitel in the convent of St
Clare for the wounded allicers, Somerimes when victuals
anil 4.::11«:1' requirements were needed, the sisters, in
the midst of the attack, went 1o the General rnqurw:;[r
him w0 allow them 1o abtain whatever w n-:c'cssalr.'ﬁﬁ
the wounded soldiers, They obtained what ll'll.'t'n"}f"il.lj
n'skr_-r_’! and the combatants woyld step shooting ?w];m
the sisters had to pass and hold the shooting el they
hud gone away. Many times they rvisked their lives
}vhlr.n big picces of shells fell at their feel and even
iside the Hospital, There were accasions when the
bullets would pass close 1o their ears, It is j:::p-:-n-gs.ih]c.
to enumerate all the exertions and labours, 2] the
]'Ilghl.-l'-'r'él.t{hl:‘.i and privations they bore, Guld alone
IF“'. witness of the concern with which the sisters wm‘-.:
E.:::]L:“g them, can repay so many and so great sacri-

]".Iurilng the generalate of Mother Magialena Heeha
vr-]m dieid on December 5th L1877, twa maore f'u-undu:
foni were made, a small primary school, started on
July Tst 1872 45 allicially inangurated ,i.ll. 16&1. It
was a small beginning in the new apostolate of educa-
tiom, which would grow mightily in the vears to come,
:]h;- second foundation was the Hospital of Fraga
inaugurated on February 11th 1876, Before her death
she had made an agreement for a Hospital at Jaca,

_"_il'hl'-:l.
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which was inavgurated l[esw days alter her death, on
December 12th 1877,

Twenty more foundations were made during the
generalace of her successor Maother Dalores Marin,
fram 1877 to 15390,

The new Constitutions were approved on Octebep
28th 1827 by Cardinal Archbishop Francis de Paula
Benavides, and they were printed cthe same wvear.
On April 13th 1889 the Decree of Praise was issued by
the Sacred Caongregatien for Bishopa and Regulars,

These were owtstanding and wvizible monuments
marking the progress and expansion of the Tnstiture,
always open to new possibilities according to the needs
ol the times. But there were many invisible sipns and
hidden achicvements which passed wnnoticed contri-
buting even more effectively o the life and well-being
of the Congregation. Such were, for instance, “the
acti of supreme abnegation with which the siscers
went to Almudebar in 1880 to heal and look after the
victima of typhoid. Three sisters received the last
sacraments, and one dicd. CHher siseers in the same
town and in other towns assisted in 1881 those sick
of small-pox. Others ztll in 883 went 1o other towns,
resaluce and calm, amidst the consternation nnd panic
of the prople to attend those sick of cholera, There,
too, their ucbelievable deeds were repeated. Ten
sisters surrendered their lives there, 1t was already a
tracditicn and a privilege in that Institute meant for
heroines®. :

e Drizing this vime the povitiato wis (racslored 16 g vented house in
the Pilar sqpaare; and Later to the building the Congregation purcleased
in Major strest.

M Ges Oalaanng Ralass, Sch, Pooopocits po 225 aod Cheooicle of the
Institwte. Movitinte Archive.
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There were still other stans of the

iamy in the manifestations of the ¢
charity, and
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famouain the institute, anc the splendour of the T gy

was noticeahle pn every First Friday of the marnth
du{é};{]l;gye ?tlh {_I}Et'ﬂ] Mother Marting Balaguer wéu
neral, {ne year later, pn Aype
she accepted for her relis s e A
dgicus family the burden
the honour of » very daring enterprise, the Ilgmﬂ
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&% 0 be exercised “urki e " :
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ety i the whele woprld i
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t needs of the times, [n vV
. _ slorees. In Vepernela
”:: mltnt‘s In:ﬂ-;;rnd themselves with Jo¥ to entomb
mselves in the prime of life, al i .
: (the e Hey noatotal isolation. in
:i};al: y{]mir al il|'r|r and horror, They completely tr':m
rmed that island, After the i : i i
; welr arrival, that fsland
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sed by the many childe
g the 1 v ochildren
F:‘it;::]mrl”nmmnmn} country, during the cendurics of
i IJ' wy clearly showed, jn (e seil-surrencler of
eir hives and in the hidden

sacrifices, that Moy
5 ; : : Motlies
g;aiul;s 1-*.;1_:1 atill moving the members on {n the
Bregation, not with her body byt with her spirit

ﬂl’_r:ft'c?frx:a and her chavism, She had imbibed the
S b.u _ 1;}tc_:rmz:_1:-:,:, i the mother of heroes g Egina
¥ mnlusing il in her Clongregation sent it 1o tIu;
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farthest couwnerics of the world®,
4, Confirmation of the Institute

The generalate of Mother Pabla Bescos, whe s
considered to be like a second Foundress, witnessed
the greatest expansion of the Insticuce. She obtained
the Decree of temporal approbation of the Censtim-
tions, given on August drd 1901, and the definite
apprebation of the same cn March 11th 1904, The
dream ol the venerable Foundress thae her Sisterhond
should embrace all the works of charity,—or was it
Father Bonal’s?—iz now a happy reality. There is
no kind of pain or necd, of wretchedness of any type
which the sistevs of St Anne would net weleome. And
the more difficulz and dangerous the work the maore
eagerly was it accepted by the charicable Institute,

During the Spanish Civil war of 1936-39 the Instiute
tgrain won new glory and new vietories. Men admiring
itz hernism have decorated it with insigniz and diplomas
ol gratitude in large numbers, These distinctions are
not isalated cases, rather they are the acknowledgement
that the Institute carries in its hosom the holy five
citkinelod by the ardent soul of its veneralle Founcdress,
which impels them to daring and herole deeds, without
counting the cost and without hesitation, The hely
fire is the presence ol the charism of Mocher Ralels,
inspiring the institute to EVER GREATER HEROIC
DEEDS OF UNAMBIGUOUS CHARITY.

We began this chapter speaking of the survival of
the saints. Afrer the reader hag finished these lines,
he ar she can ask once more, 5 Mothee Balols sdll
alive or 5 she dead?

n I:Il;rzl',% the generalnie of Mother Maning, & Reval Chder of
Maverber 9ch B8 gave permision teomake foundaticns o all the
Provinoes of Spaic, Before the B0, was publisked the Tnsciiae bad
already oblained aurhorization,

1az

CHAPTER X[11:

“THE BONES WHICH THOU HAST
BROKEN REJOICE" ps 3, B

.r‘a_ practical way of showing love for our vocation is
by lostering great love and reverente for the Founder of
the way of life we follow. The Founder of the religious
C.n}]1g:_|.gnm':-|1 bor 1w Inr_h we belong is the embodiment
of an ideal we are striving 10 accomplish in our lives,
the generator of & power of intercession on our biehalf,
helping us to mm-uv:l_:n the same way as he or she
sucteeded, and the friend and lover with whom we
share our mest intimate thoughts and affections,

Founders of Religious Congregadons being ideal
persons, we owe 1o them, acknowledgment of their
greatness, veneration and imitation. Each being a
power, we must have recourse freguently o obeain
help almd comlort and being a friend and 2 lover we
need intimate union and awareness of their presence.

In this chapter we shall learn about the venceration
kepr for Mother Rafols by her sisters, her citizens
her town-people. In the next chaprer we shall show
examples of hee power of intercession in manifold needs,
In the previous chapler we have made clear the faet
of her survival and closeness to us.

I. The veneration of the sisters towards their
Mother

Fram around the tomb of the humble mill-maid aff
the Maline d'en Rovira rises a song of praise, of admi-
ration and love which sounds louder through the vears,
proclaiming her a heroine and a ssint, The eript of
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the Heapital of Our Lady of Grace has become a huge
reliquary, New genevations of sisters come there in
pilerimage to be comforted wich the fragrance of their
Mother's virtues exercised [or 48 long years in thac
Hospital, From her example the Sisters of Charity,
both novices and professed, fouwnd great comfort in
praver before the tomb, They used to kiss the slab
covering her remains'’.

“Father Augustine Oliver often explained to us the
meaning of the habit we were about to don with these
or similar words, 'see, 1 am to give you this holy
hahit; but if vou are not to be like your Mather
Foundres, and practise the same virtues as she did,
especially charicy, humility and holy poverty, you,
and I say the same o all other sisters, you better go
home, Mother Rafols suffered muoch, underwent
painful martyrdom, was outstanding in the practice
of solid virtues. One day the secrec of hee saintly life
will come to light, and some of you will be instroments

in revealing thar martyrdom and these virtues',™

“In the recreations the moal [Fequent topic of con-
versation was about the virtues of the servant of God,
The Family life and the poor life we lived at that time
in the holv Hospital was conducive to that puarpose,™*

“For some funerals [ came down z2ometimes to the
pantheon, and Mother Dolorea Marin used to tell us
novices, ‘my daughters, kiss often the slalyon the tomb of
Mother Foundress, she was very sainty, and ask for the
charity and humility she had.,” We teached a kerehief
to the slab as a sign of our devotion™® All these details

U lndormaticn o Motlier Badepsas i the Beatification Process,
! Leteer of Mother Joselay Badenas, November 250h 1525 1o b, Tahle
Beseoma, See Callae, opocic, po H61GE,
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described with the vividness and coloorfolness of one
who had lived those events, reveal to us how in that
little convent of the holy Hespital all the sisters were
living by 1hese valuable recolleetions of her wha had
bBecome and icdeal and o medel to he imiced,

We have a weighty testimony of another servant of
God, Muother Pabla Bescos. She was outstanding for her
great virtues and for the offices she held, She suceess-
fully passec on the traditions and spisicel the old Sister-
hocd to the modern Congregation. She had  heard
tfrom the sisters who had lived with Mether Rafols
that all those sisters -afficmed thae she had been an
example and model of all virtues, She had practised
ther in a heroic degree, All held her as a great saint™™,

We may like to hear alsa the deseription of her human
qualities, for by picturing them her figure comes alive
and we feel attracted to her and enjoy her presence,"?
Uahte was rather eall and net at all scout, Inoall things
she showed hersell very demaonsteative and charming.
Her eves wore modestly cest dewn and in all her be-
haviour she commanded reverence and respect, By
her side one would feel both reserved and confident,
In personal reladons she was gentle and tactfial, of
greac sensitivity as regards the greatness of others,
on coeasions even effusive, wherever charity woulkl
demand it. Fer life wok lire in the fame of Chiist's
fove, and she showed her return of love by loving the
sick of the Hespital of Grace and her davghters, They
increased in numbers, as God blessed the Congregation,
and were being strengthened in spirit. She was a lover
of peace and we do not know of any discerd between
her and the powerful Sitiadas, the doctors or practi-

* Crdinary Proceas, Wilness 1, no. 20, p. @87
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tionerzs, and least of all between her and her deas
daughters. The reason Tor this was that she never put
hersell belfore anvone else, Her most authentic selfhood
wid her unselli=liness,

2. Veneration of the city of Zaragoza for her
herpine

"Many women disinguished themselves by their
bercic behaviour during the sieges of Zaragoza, but
three apecially deserve all oor respect: the Countess
of Buretn, Donna Joscls Aznar and Bourbon, and
Mother Rafols™.

“Her name ought te be written in many of the
atreets of our city, for Zaragoza owes very muoch toher™s,
Not only in the streets but in the hearts of all the citi-
zens for whom she lived and sacrificed hersell, her
revered name was to remain for ever imprinted.
Te prepare the celebrations of the centenary of the
sieges, Ui the year 1908 hiscorical data were brought
te light, archives were consalted, the ashes of the dead
were sought for as relics and the figures of those who
had fallen were brought hack to life, Names of heroes
were engraven oft the slabs of the great avenues,
amdl Dronze statucd  were sel up on decorated
pedestals, The dead were given due honours by
placing them to restin the pantheons of  the father-
land, It was then that among the heraines of
the sicges Mother Ralols and her danghters appeared
with a hale of glary, Then the unbelieveable feats

U Waids af the Suker of Bev, Florenicio J I |.i|'|_. dlean ol 1he Cathedsnl
al Aaragozn, aoconling 1o the wreitten estlinesy of the same Floroneia
Jardiell

! Dien Miguel Ballasing dicscior of Pravincial Chaviziea 1o Aotler
adartina Balaguer (Oedinnry Process, Wiiness 1) na, 20, 1, BT,
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of the Catalonian nun were made known Ao
the people,  The authorities of Laragoza decided ta
join  her name to those of the immorral heraes
af the brave defence in the cenfenary celehration:,

Together with the literature on the sieges, the memo-
vies of Mother Rafals came to the public light, and
Irem that fime her name never ceased 1o be on che
lips of the people and her lively portrait in their grateful
souls . *Then she who had lived only to serve Jesus
darist in the persan of the poot began to be known
among the great men of this world and to enjoy grea)
popularity, Famous writers rold the citizens of Zara-
goza the gleries of that sustanding religions WO,
price of Zaragoza and honour of their country. The
press reported inceresting news and drew attractive
profiles of her life so remarkable and so fraidful™

More information and details were asked from the
Lnstitute, and Mother Pabla Bescos, at the request of
the divector of the “El Gancho”, published g very
brief sketch of her life, “we can truly say of Mother
Raficls that she went about doing goad, Specially the
poor and the sick were the ehject of her burning charity,
She dedicated her atrention to them for half a CENLurY,
for their sake she very often risked her life, and for
their benefit she accomplished during the memorable
sieges those feats of bravery and heroism which have
placed her on the heights where aur mest praiae-
worthy heroines had reached. During the 48 years she
spent in the Hespital of Our Lady of Grace she suffered
il kind of hardships and tribulations, she was unjustly

*oalasans Babaxa, Sch, B oop.cit, po S08-5019.
! Life of the servant of God bae Mtlier Pabla Tescas, Oh, T, . 32T
Tarazeoma, 1935,
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accused, prosecuted and condemned o banishment,
whichshe borewith unfiinching orcwde of soul, Finally
her virtue overcame all things and, praised and hlesaed
b grear and small, she died full of merits in this Hespital
of Zaragoza in 1853.

“It i3 the great glory of our Congregation to have
for i1s Foundress so outstanding and deserving a sister,
Her very name is wo her davghters a charm and a safe-
guard, an encovragement and an deal i the mosg
difficult and laboricus endeaveurs. May the Dlessed
Virgin of the Fillar, wo whose protection she entrustecd
our Congregation, help us always so that by imitating
Mother Ealols' virtues, we mav be worthy davehiers
of such a holy Mother. Sister Pabla Bescea™'

The celebrations held in Zaragoza in that unlorget-
table centenary were splendid above all description.
The city tock part in them with indescribable over-
How of enthusiasm. Thedate specially selected wo boacur
the memory of Mother Rafols was appropriacely
chosen. Tt was August 3vd, the centenasy cdate of the
bombardmen: of the Hospial, that magnificent
theatre and atage where the herolsm of the saintly
Foundress and her daughters had shone  most
strikingly, On that day the mest dangerous removal
of the sick, amidst cthe explosions of shells and the
horeor of the fires, a real Dartesque scene, had taken
place. On that day not cnee but hundreds of times she
offercel hee life and with her calmness, bravery and
prodigious charity had given new hopes to these
around her and had followed her in hee sublime
and glorious task.

¥ Easny published bn aspecial sue of M ED Gancho' In 1908, dedicaed
i tho Heroes of the sieges,
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AL 10,50 am, in the Church of the Hospial a most
solemn funeral service was held, The organizing Com-
miltee made che fine geswre of inviting o these
fanctions the Municipal Corporation af Villafranca
cel Panades. *The decorations in the Church were
most sober and in keeping with the nature of che
service, but also of a most exquisite artisdc taate. The
sides of the main altar, the cheir railings, the walls
ail the baleonies were covered with black clothe
and drapery, In the centre there was a triple plac-
form, and on top of them a heautiful coffin wrapped
with the patienal fag, Many candles and torches,
decorated with garlands, and erowns of laure] were
set up around che catafalgue which was covered with
rich black hangings, In them cight escutcheons were
designed, among which were these of Villaftanea del
Panades, of the County House of Zaragoeza, of the
Mugicipal Corporation and of other instituticns,

The gathering was a large and  distinguished one.
In the sanceuary there was seated His Grace the Arch-
bishop of Zaragoma, Juan Scldevila, with other
dignities and priests, The henches arround the eala-
falque were occupied by the Major of the town, the
Counsellors, the Municipal Corporation of Villalranca
del Panades, His Excellency the Captain  General,
representatives of all Army Forces, Civil Governor,
Centenary Commission, President of the Cou nty House
and cther representacives of all the religicus orders,
and of cther institutions.

In the evening, at about 7 pam. & swone inscription
wis unveiled, The Parish Committee of St Paul’s
Church with the anthorities who had attended the
marning service and an immense gathering of people
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were present at the hoistung of the flag in the 1ower
of &t Panl, and ar the unveiling of the inscription in
honour of Cerazo. After chis they marched towards
the Church of the Hospital. Round abeut thar place
a large crowd of people and of the givls of the official
schools of the town were waiting {ov the procession,
Municipal guards cn horseback snd afoct were gaard-
ing the entrance from the crowds that were oying to
force their way in. At the entrance were the gitls
singing the Centenary Hymn,

Inside the Church His Grace awaited for the proces-
sion, Two leng lines of sisters with lighted candles
were covering the distance from the gate 1o the sanctu-
ary, The bells were ringing as for a funeral. His Grace
intoned the solemn response which was taken up by
the many priests. When the last words of the ¥may
she rest in peace” were recited the mournful tune of
the bells changed into a jovial pealing of glory, and in
the streets hundreds of givls sang the Centenary Hymn.

Maother Pabla Bescos handed over to the Major of
Villafranca the string of the veil covering the stone
inseription, Deeply touched by this gesture and almost
unable to utter a word, he pulled the string and the
stone inscription was unveiled. iz Grace, in a loud
voice, read the inscription:

UMAY THE VEKERABLE MOTHER MARIA RAFOLS REST
IN PLACE,

HEROINE OF OHARITY, SUFERIOR OF THE HOSPITAL OF
OUR LADY OF OGRACE DURIKG THE YEARs [B0E ann 1BOD,

FOUNDRESS OF THE CONGREGATION OF SISTERS OF
CHARITY (F 5T ANNE. SIE DIED o¥ avcust 30ra 1853,

THE MOTHERLAND AND THE CITY WITH GRATEFUL

MEMORY
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DEDICATE THIS MEMORIAL INSORIPTION ON THE OODARTON
OF THE FIRST CENTEKARY OF THE SiEqEs, ™

The celebration ended en October 29tk 1908 with
the imavguration of the Pantheon of che Heroes in
the Charch of the Portilla, and of a monuenent specially
dedicated to the heroines in the sguare of the same
name. During these acts His Majesty King Alfonso and
Her Majesty Queen Vietoria Eugenin were present,
Maother Pabla Bescos was rightly inspived to ask the
authoritics net to mave the remains of their venerahle
Foundress from the ceypt of the Hospital, for she had
in mind to transler them at the praper time, to the
novitiate Church, for the spiricual comibrt and edi-
fication of the sisters, Her request was granted, How-
ever, in one of the medallions of the monument of
Aguating de Aragon, vogether with the fgure of the
Countess of Burcta and of Donna  Josefing Amar
Bourbon, appears the charming and beautiful image
of the peecless and heroic sister Mavia Rafols, full of
sweetness and poodness,

3. Veneration of Villafranca for her daughter

Villafranca del Panades did not wish w lag bebhind
in bestowing honour on ler beloved danghter. In
1908 she honoured her in the presence of an immense
and select gathering “placing a stone inscription an
the outer wall of the Church of 5t Mary where she
had been baprized. The writing of the inscription was
suggested by the R Rev, Torras ¥ Bages, Bishop
af ¥ich, illustrions son of Villafranca, enthusiastic'®
admirer of the virtves of Mother Rafols."

! Chronlcls of the Congregatien, fol, 418-21.
Y Drdinary Process, Wisness XIX, no, 20, p, 84,
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On Seprember lsr, 1924, Villalranca prepared and
organized a great act of homage. The authorities were
received in the Town House, a Requiem Mas was
celebrated in the Basilica of 3t Mary by the Reverend
Dean, and Reverend Father Calesanz Rabaza, Sch,
F. pronounced @ moese strrieg funeral oration. At the
end of this act a procession was organized with all the
authorities and a crowd of people marching to the
street which was to be named after Mother Ralols,
The stene inseription bearing her name was unveiled,
Lastly, the procession moeved to the Moling d'en
Fovira wheve another stone inseription was ta be -
veiled, commemaorating the place of hivth of the
iusirious davghter of Villafranca; s an expression of
the great veneration and esteem on the part of the
authorities a beautiful portraic of the Foundress was
unveiled in the gallery of illustrions sens of Villalranca,
in ke :’L%—ﬁtﬂll‘.‘l!‘l.-' Hall, Don Puoling marron, reprcsen fas
tive of the Municipalivy of Zaragoza, said the [cllowing
words, *You have done well in placing our heroine
among the illusticus men who heve placed very high
the name of the JEWEL OF PANADES in the waorld
of heliness and culture. From today you have in this
beautiful hall a representation of all the grear and
sublime manifeslations of the spirit, having added o
this glorious gallery of portraits the delicate figure
of an illustrious woman with a white veil, symtbol of
sacrilice and unconquerable valour, Mether Maria
Ratols has had the privilege of establishing & bond of
spivitual and inseparahle union between Villafianca
and Zaragoza, Here she was born, here she was
educited, You have for her that delicate and cender
affection you  would show 10 a beloved  daugheer.
She lived in Zaragoza, loo, and there she aceom-
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plished her work, healed our sick, looked after (he
plagun::—urn-:_;km. enconraged us and comiiried us i
the midst of the herrors  of thar iragredy, W J':*ri
tuwarﬂx: Maria Rafuls the love, the J‘ﬁ;f-:lruus lIE!‘“
veneralton we have for a mather, Blessed hz Jer
ame. May God geant that (he wisdom of the 'L".!turlr"-'L

Place her in that highest place to which Juman beings
Can dream of and aspire',

4. The bones rejoice

All these magnificent pels of Romage were anly th
prelude of the great Teast, which ook the -::Imr:m:tr::E
of an apotheosis, of the ransr of her remajns on
F“.lcltulm' 20th 1925, On the eve of thar day ap.rj-;latr |::]
mimace act took place, the Aces of which on F'-L'L'-; 1
af it historical importance, we wish to Copry I:uc|-el-lrl

“In the immorial city of Zaragoza, an October
[9th 1925 1, Don Loucas S{‘I'r:‘t!],?] _"rFilIsn Tawivep
and notary of the illusteions College of (his 1.'1::5,.- I]J".'Jrnl
in this same city, by a previous and special :'Pquu T
of F“"“".‘ Mother Pabla Bescos Lspierrez, uJ'ﬁ I'I_"I.!|.1il'|:"::|
dge, spinster, professed religions, superior of (e [~-=.'t.:i,
tute or I{‘.Ic:mgl'ug:-.liun af the Sisters of Charity nr:‘.*‘h
Anne, hwu{; in this city, and exempt rom p:mmﬁi
documentation, have visited personally at 10,30 i t'::
the Hospital of Oy Lady of Grace nl'}?frlraprn:f.el. wh:'_'rr;
we are ta procecd oo the exhymation of the ,m-:-rn]
remams of two heroes of the sicges of Zaragoza l]:c:
l‘LL‘!VI-!‘.I'E"[!.Iﬂ Mother Maria B afols, Foundress of the .S;:stors
of Chariry of S, Anue, and the Reverend Fa Ihr_':l"_fus.m
Bonal, co-Founder of the same inatitute of Charjry
anel there the fallowing actions took place: ;

iy o o .
3 E{_I_ilnr.-l:ln_l: entitled "Hemennfo a s Vensrphls Madre Marin Rafals™
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“The Rr. Rev, Don Juan Buj, Cancn of this holy
Metropolitan. Church, in representation of His Grace
the Archbishop of this Archdiccese, since the Ri.
Rev, Provisor and Vicar-General of the same was
indisposed, the Reverend hother General of the insti-
tute or Congregation of Sisters of Charity of 8t. Anne
with her Counsellors and a great number of sisters, the
Rey. Father Calasanz Rabaza, Provincial of the
FProvince of Valencia of the Order of the Mother
of God of the Pious Schools, the professors of Medicine
angl surgery Doctors Luds Fouentes Garcia and Juan
Lite Ara, the chaplain of the Hopspital, infirmarians
of the same, a good number of other people and
myaclf, the notary with the witnesses, entercd che
Clhureh and went down to the ervpt where at the bottom
to the left hand of the entrance, to the height of one
metre above the ground, more or less, there is a comb-
stone whereon 16 35 written, ‘Here lies Mother Maria
Raloli—Foundress of the Sisters of Charity of Zaragoza,
who died on Augost 30th 1833, of 72 vears of apge.
E.LT’

“"And to the right, at the same height, there was
another similar tombstone with the inscription, 'Here
ig huried the benefactor Maosen Juan Bonal, Priest,
Passionery, Pemilentiary and Founder of the Sisvers of
Charity of the holy Roval Hespital of Zaragoza, and of
the Hespital of the city of Huesea, who died on August
19th 1829, R.ILP' A mason opencd both the tombs,
The colling were completely rotten and  the bodies
reduced to their remains, These were deposited in two
boxes of zinc, with four kevs, and on the keys were
writtenn the names: Municipaliy, Prefate, County
House, Congregation, One by one, the sisters of St
Anne filed past to concemplate the remaing and touch
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them with their crucifixes, The boxes of zine were
Placed within other boxes of wood, aridstically carved
They, ten, were closed as the previous ones, 'l‘iwl
'|1'|EII:ZILI.I."|!1 box of Mother Rafols has the eseupchean of
"n"_ﬂlafmr]-:el del Panades earved an the lid. and thise
-;:-{ the Municipality, Prelate, County f—I::-usr: and
Congregation. in front. The box of Mosen Juan ]1;15
oi the lid the escutcheon of Terradas and in fi'.::-m.:
those of the same four aforesaid, corporations, the
Eeys of which are in the hands of Reverend Ia-IJn:LI1e::
general of the Sisters of Charity of 5t Anne kept in
four key-boxes 1o be handed over to dhe J'cpr-::-:ln:'ntnti-.-ua
ol theinsttutions, With this the Act came to an en,

AL the request of Rev, Mother Pakla Beseos Tf:;]]:i-
Efrﬂ'.I draw the present Act, the witnesses being Don
I ran<isco Sartia  Carranza, chicf director af the
Provincial Charity Board, and Don Entique ':"r]'.m'-:'nu.
Flrl:lﬁl:!l‘, Administrator of the same Boaed, living in this
cicy. [ read the whele act to the petitioner and wilnesses
ind inform them of the right they have to read it by
themselves, which they did not use, They signed, and
L, the notary, sign and rubricate it T vouch fir alllmcsp
things™2, '

Privately, the two boxes containing  the coffing
1'.?[!':1]1.' brought w the Church ol Our Lady of the Pillar
and were kept there till the following day, Octoher
2th, the day fixed fer the transfer. Sl

_‘;‘lrlhr:n that day arrived, at a convenient time LOT=
misslons and representatives of Brotherhoods, Com-
fraternities, Religious arders, Clergy, pious associations

cand charitable and cultural insticutions filled 1o CApa-
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city the central nave and the choir, and spreading
towards the chiel sacristy and chapels of 5t Antony
and St Braulio. The Cathedral Canons weleomed
military, civil and religious aothorities at the gate.
The Captain General, representing His Majesty the
King, was received with due honours, while the music
band of the Infantry played the national anthem.

Solemn Mass was celebraced by the Rev, Ignacio
Laborda, rector of the 3t Charles” Seminary. After a
mest elogquent sermon preached by Rev. Father Cala-
sanz Rabaza, Scho P., a response was sung by His
Grace the Archbishop and a procession was [ormed
with the participation of all avthorities and His Grace,
The two coflinsg, wrapped with the nadonal Hag,
were carried on a gun-carriage of the artillery, The
whole of Zaragoza tock part in the sclemn wansfer of
the remains, inspite of the dov being a working dlay.
Large crowds watched the luneral procession along the
streets with fervour and devotion. The atmosphere
seemed to be filled with the religious spivic and the
spiritual presence of the holy Founders, The novitiate
House was decoraced with fags and lances. At the
entrance court of the novitiate Church the two coffins
were placed in the centre and 2 solemn response was
sung. After placing the wrns in the mausolewms,
Mather General Pabla Bescos surrendered three keys
to the respective authoritics, keeping the fourth one
in her custodsy,

5 The final glorification of Vhle, Maria still
awaited

After that memorvahle day, few days arve sall worth
remembering as landmarks on the way o the final
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glorification of the Foundress. Such are, the publication
of the first biography, “Hervismo v santidad,” in 1925
The inception of the Ordinary Process for the cause of
the Beatification and Canenizadon, started on July
lat 1926 and in February 1927 was handed over to the
sacred Congregation of Rites. On Auguse 4th 1997
the cause of Bealification and Canonization was intro-
duced. On May 30th 1932 the Apestolic Process was
inchoated. O June 25th 1940 the Sacved Congrega-
tion approved the informative and Apostolic Process,

In the meantime frequent pilgrimages and devo-
tiomal visis to the tomb of the servant of God have
succeeded one after the other in great numbers. In
an album kept in the saceisty of the novitiare signatures
and expressions are collected, showing sreat faith and
confidence in her powerfal intercession. Most of the
Expressions are an ardent supplication 1o the Venerable
Mother that she may incercede before God on behall
of the motherland, so that the Christian faith may be

rencwed in the Spanish peaple, and their fervour
increasr,

This current of devation continues to sway many
souls direciing them towards God, In the humble
Maother Rafols the words of Christ have been fulfilled

onee more, “the humble will be exalted ™
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LHAPTER XIV:

HOU ARE THE GREAT PRIDE OF
OUE MNATION"  Judith 152

I. Favours soomn after her death

The devation to Mother Rafols has been preacrved
and nourished with the incumerable favours which
she gecurves from Godd for the benefit of all kinds of
prople, helping them in their needs. Soon after her
death His Grace the Archbishop of Zaragora was
cured of & sickness in his leg. e himsell attributed
the healing wo the intercession of Mother Ralols.

The siaters, too, recommended themselves to her in
all their difficulties and needs, using her as their power-
ful intercessor in heaven, The universal character of
her charity which made her famous seems to have
become more universal after her death, for prayers
requuesting help in all poszible needs are addressed to her
and are favourably answered, Her power of intereesaion
before God has been shown to be remarkable. All
kinds of sicknesses, domestic quairels, economical
difficultics and maoral doults are ended and comver-
gion of sinners are elfected by invocadon af her help.
The number of benefits received from her continues
on the increase in an impressive manner, for ackoow-
ledgements of new graces and favours are continually
reported o the novidate Honse,

[hon Ricarda Conde, & doctor in the town of Daroca,
certified that some time hefore he was urgently called
to give medical attendance o a girl who had Fallen
fram a great height,. The doctor could verily himsell
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that in fact the girl Josefina Garcia Diaz was in a very
serious condition from the injuries sustained from a
fall from w height of 18 metres. She had suffered skull
fracture in wvaricus pacts with grear haemorrhage and
alsa fracture of the femur, Her condition was extromely
grave. A few hours later, all feared a rapid end, for
she had vomitebd lood five times. The docior was
convineed that the girl would die soon, Suddenly the
dactor could verify that she was on the way to a steady
recovery. In a relatively short pericd of time she waz
eured without any apparent physical deformity. The
teason of this sudden recovery was chat the family,
aware ol the imminest {Immg{vr ol death, had terned
with great conlidence to praver, to ask [or the interces-
gion of Mother Rafols. A peture of the servant of
God was applied 1o her head. The family truly znd
sincerely believed that the girl was cured by the
intercession of Mather Rafols, The doctor testifed
that he who had seen the girl immediately after the
accident could affiem that the cure of the girl
Josefing Garcia Diaz had been culy miraculous,

A letter was received from the Plous Schools of
Peralta de la Sal; “Very dear Mather and sisters in
Christ, Belore 1 begin my Spiritual Exercises 1 wish
briefly to salute you all and ac the same time COngrati-
late vou on the great miracle that took place in my
village through the intercession of Mother Ralols.
[ have shared my jov with my dear novices and all the
persons 1 have come in contact with, The case i the
following:

“In my village seven doctors had given up all hope
of saving the life of o 13 vear old bc.*_r'. Human ko
ledge found itsell’ powerless, so all felt, and only a

159



titacle could save the boy, He was suffering of an
acute peritoritis and was on the point of dyving. The
hay was fully aware of his condition and ra the admira-
tion of every one present, himsell’ asked for the Sacra-
ment of the sick. All were waiting for the final moment,
As a friend, I approached him and took from my
pocket a holy picture of Mother Rafols with a relic,
convineed that the heroine of the sieges was to repeat
one of her great herolc deeds, And it happened. As 1
wiag piving the picture g him 1 told him these words,
take, dear, pray hard everyday to Mother Ralols,
she will save you, preserve it and have trust,' Ten
days lacer, they wrete to me from home and told me,
‘the boy of the peritonits is absolutely alright, he
walks in the streets, plays with his mates and has a
very good appetite, The opinicn in the village is that
Mother Ralols has saved him, and this is the trotht
| communicate this news to vou for your own satis-
taction and enjeyment for T believe you will rejoice
seeing the power of intercessicn vour Foundress has
before the Almighty, Te me it has given one of the
greacest satistactions of my lile, Yours, Benito Alzn.”

2. In recent years

During the Spanish civil war againse marxism the
resolute and couragecus heroine seemed 1o have taken
charge of protecting the young men who so hravely
fought for the ideals of God and motherland, Hee
mame became very popular among the young men
whio gaw in her their guardian angel. Many of them
carried a picture of her and kissed it bhefore entering
into bactle, It worked for them like a charm, for
it would deviete the bullets so as not to be swounded,
or halt the advance of the enemy, or protect them
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from the raids of the aeroplaines. Few testimonies
will explain her beneficial influence even Ny,

“Berani, July 3rd 1938, Reverend Mother Superior,
I am very pleazsed 1o fulfil my duty of acknowledging
the extracrdinary protection that in my enterprises
and among the woops under my command YOUT
Reverend Mother Foundress is grarting us. The most
clear and recent case of this protection we have experi-
enced in the place of the * Mongote de Piedeas de
Aclo.” In an encounter there aur troops won a great
viclety, and were recommended to the highest distine-
tion for bravery, Our tronps, without any pratection,
repelled more than chirly desperate attacks of the enemy.
ITL"-"E had placed a picture of Mother Rafols on a tree
i the most dangerous place, She presided  over our
movements, instilling an unexpected heroism in the
combatants, making all attacks fail, though our posi-
tion. was by no means advantageously placed,

“Besides this, [ wish to make known to you that in
one of the most dangerous and diflicult moments,
precisely when [ had asked from my aide-de-camp
another picture of Mother Rafols, a group of soldiers
maddened with the shower of shells and the explosion
of a box of shells close 1o them, were abandoning the
parapet, lor all resistance had become impossible.
I marched vowards them, holding aloft che picture of
Mather Rafols, and shouting victery to Our Lady of
the Fillar. The soldiers who were suddenly  electri-
fied, quickly and without any he.itation returned to
their posts where they continued to fight in all earnest,

“In this case which I faithful'y nareate and in which
there were no other orders given or any other actions
than the ones enumerated here, we have a sufficient
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proaf of the good Mothes imlr.wf!nlir:-n. For n:m!._.]-:
a stampede, led by the natural instinet of Sr:l[a%rl:q.‘sl:l ];d
tion, cannot be casily ha]l.'n:v;li and male l-c:l_I'E I:LL; :
be led like meek lambs, without thlrl_'ats. arl arders,
unless by a special grace from on high, All _thr:ﬂgu?;
sa as this happened at night, and no one hesitat

i mamaent.

“Tt remains, Reverend Mether, to rtr[ursL.}'rlm_ ll_‘ll
remember us in your prayers, aa_I had L'-::‘-que:al.m.}nlj
hefore, and to be kind enough to give my :1.1-:|E--|:| t-c.ﬂ[];:t-l.:
a few more pictures of Mather Rafols to ﬂ;:p,.‘_l :
our faith and courage until the day of the fina .'-‘;L'r..-:: ¥
of this war we have underta km. for God and for Spain,
I remain, sincerely yours, Luds de la Puente,

Another testimony:

“It happened on July 25th, :Fmﬁ'r of St James Th:t
Apostle, the Patron of Spain. Lmnmumhng. a rzﬁ‘;u‘g
with mountain batweries, 1 betock rm‘{'s-:]f from I‘L-::'E
to Gandesa along the road. A smullur cun‘ml':_:l} WH-
ahead of us, Suddenly the encmy |J1:u.n-:jﬁ. as 1 aware
of the important material we were Fﬂ'rmnﬁ!r_]wmi:f:g
in the sky. Three jet-fighters were gliding as the 1i'n< i
and lords of the sky. Soon tl:ucjf came over |I:|f: R
convoy, and making wse of their machine-gues .l IL,
vomiled their hatred against the dl:ﬂ:l_m::::lfss Bl l?llmﬁ.
Six mules were killed and several soldiers wounded.,

"Satisfied with theie sucecss they tried to r-;l[:'ﬂ:-’:L
the same feat against the convoy I was comman 111}5{'
They were now  coming :’s-tl":ﬂght‘ against s ];”_::.:
.([m@m' of death was imminent. There 1-.-|-a|3&u':- ]:1 =
along the cpen road 1o take sheleer. We -n]lctil-i- bl
easy target to them. At that moment, with all the
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vour of my soul, T invoked the saintly Mother Maria
Rafols, ta whom T was very devated, requesting her
with all truse, and being cercain that Ged would listen
te my prayer through her intercession, [ndeed, the
servant of God heard my prayer and soon we conld
verify it. The jet-fighters, eager o accomplish their
purpose, rushed hastily against us, Tn that haste two
of them collided and caught fice. The third fled fram
the danger, Not far away from the place we had halted,
and speechless as we were, we saw the Jets falling down
all in flames, The pilats had not been able 1o make use
of the parachutes. The feeling of wonder at the sight aff
this cecurance cannot he casily explained, It paralysed
us for a time, until sentiments of gratitude lewards
her burst from my heart, Desiraus that everything
might be known for her greater glory, 1 make it public,
Vicente Noguera Tur, Zarageza. 1Mh Division, 121h
Mountain hattery.,

A final estimony

“On the 10th of this month T was wounded in the
Meuntains of Espadan, between Artana and Uson,
I felt myself wounded in the shoulder and in the dde.
Twa stretcher-bearers and the practitioner on duty
tame to my rescue. After giving me first aid for my
shoulder they proceeded 1o attend to my side, But they
saw no wound there. 1 was surprised for 1 had felr the
impact of a bullet as T felt the ane in the shoulder,
Before T was made to lie down on the stretcher, there
and then T handed evirything 1 had with me to the
striteher-hearers, One of them said in surprise, *your
purse is all torn! 1 had kept it in the back pocket of
my trousers, They examined it and saw that the covers
had been perforated, as well as the papers inside,
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and the fow bank potes alio. There was the bullet,
amashed besween two pictures of the servant of Geod,
Maother Maria Rafols, which my mother had given
me when T Lelt [oe the army o fight for God and my
dear country, The stretch-bearers collected the purse
and everything in it with the bullet and wrapped it
in a kerchief,

“When we arrived at the field-dressing station 1
showed everything to the docter lieutenant and to
the assistant who were amazed to hear the story.
They ordered me to preserve everything, After the
Hospital of the Saviour in Zaragoza was evacuated
and when I was about to show those objects which 1
consider 1o be withesses of a favour of the saindy
Mather Maria Rafols, T saw with regret that the bullet
was not there, Yet, the purse and the other object
remained as a tesimony of the protection of the great
servant of God, to whom T shall be always highly
grateful, T was born at Santa Cruz de Nogueras,
Teruel. I belong to the Regiment Carros de Combate,
no, 2, Hth Batallion, lst Company, Sergeant Luciano
Lazaro Stmon,’

Such happenings tock place frequently, Mother
Rafols secemed to live in the trenches, protecting the
galdiers, and in the Hospirals alleviading their suffer-
ings, Her presence was so clearly felt that all were led
to have a blind trusc in her intercession. Many times
they experienced how powerful it was,

The non-combatant population had the same (eust,
and they, toa, Trequently invoked her, asking for the
final victory, Those Christians who lived in the places
occupicd by the marxists had her as a beacon of light
in the sad hours of religious persecution, and as an
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anchor of hope for better days te come, Those sighing
in the dungeons and chambers of torture had her as
a comfort and an example: hers had been an inspiring
example, for she had experienced the horrors of a
prison, the threats of death, the bitterness of banish-
ment for the very same ideals of God and motherland,

Her figure grew mighter as the trial lasted longer,
Her voice, like that of the prophets, sounded soft and
awlul proclaiming the power and worth of suffering
for (ruth and justize,

3, The pride of cur nation

The Sacred Heart of Jesus was pleased 1o glovify in
this menner Hic Laithful servant. We are confident
that Lrod will allow us to wimess one day her supreme
exaltation to the glory of the aaints, Her innumerahle
devolees wish it and are praving for it, to the glory of
the Sacred Hearo of Jesus, of Holy Mother the Church
ardl ol Spain that alveady now acclainmg her with the
wordls, “vou are the great pride of cur nation”.

They saicl that in her outward appearance she
wis very much like 5t, Teresa of Avila, Be it oas it
may, i(these who say it never saw the great Teresa,
excepl in pictures which are guestionable reproduc-
ticns of the ariginall, the factis that inwardly Mother
Rafols had many of the spiritual features of that great
mystic  and  revolutionary nun, world-troteer  and
contemplative of the highest rank. Besides Teresa of
Avila was a compendium of everything good, nable
and Vquixotic”, if we are allowed to say so, that can
be found in the Cascillian people, 5o alsa Maria Rafols
wai the compendivm of everything practical, down-
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to-earth, of the constancy and doggedness, the organi-
zing gening and cantious behaviour of the Catalonian
people o whom she belonged. The Castillian fearures
of the mystic of Avila and the Catalonian genius of
the daughter of Villafranca coutribute to the varicty
existing amang the peoples and races of the Ihenan
Peninsula.
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