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December 28, 2025

INTRODUCTION TO THE LITURGY OF THE HOURS
Contemplating together our newborn God in front of the manger, we join today in a joyful thanksgiving for the gift of our Congregation, bestowed by Christ to the Church already 221 years ago.
Faithfully responding to God’s call, Mother Maria Ràfols, Father John Bonal and the First Sisters and Brothers left their land and set on the way, as pilgrims of hope. In the Hospital of Our Lady of Grace they saw Christ in the sick, they welcomed Christ in the children of the Foundling Home, they recognized Christ in the poor and the destitute of any time and place… and they surrendered themselves to them “with the greatest care, with full detail, with all love” beginning to weave our history of Universal Charity through the practice of Hospitality to the point of heroism.
With deep gratitude to God for our Charismatic Family, in this day of the closing of the Jubilee Year, we make the words of Pope Leo XIV as ours: “Though the Jubilee Year is coming to an end, the hope we have looked for and received does not end”.
May, as the Holy Family, as our Founders and First Sisters, as so many Sisters who went before us in our congregational history, we continue being channel of the hope brought by our God made as a child, our God with us.

PETITION OF THE LITURGY OF THE HOURS
We thank God for our Congregational Family and for the Laity of Saint Anne Family. May we live faithful to the charismatic inheritance bequeathed by our Founders and be, like them, pilgrims of hope, channels of the Presence of the God with us in our Communities and tasks.

INTRODUCTION TO THE EUCHARIST
Our Congregation was gestated on the way, at the rhythm of Advent Season, as pilgrim of hope; it adored God with us on the shared path towards Zaragoza; it was born at the feet of Our Lady of Pillar, and began to take its first steps in Our Lady of Grace Hospital, the House of the Sick of the City and the World, the home of so many people in need of love, life, dignity and hope.
Today, 221 years later, at the feet of Our Lady of Pillar, as our Founders and First Sisters did, our Charismatic Family and those who love us and are part of our daily journey, we join in thanksgiving prayer to God for our congregational history.
We are daughters of heroes of Charity. Mother Maria Rafols, Father John Bonal and our First Sisters faithfully responded to God’s call and lived Charity through the practice of Hospitality, “with the greatest care, with full detail, with all love”, in what was daily and extraordinary of what was happening.
Following their example, we take shelter in the maternal protection of Our Lady of Pillar, at whose feet we were born, we grew up and we are, and we implore her protection and shelter to continue living, like them, the mission of our Congregation: to be, for every person, visible signs of the Kingdom, through the exercise of Charity and the proclamation of the Gospel.
With deep gratitude to God for our Charismatic Family, in this day of the closing of the Jubilee Year, we make the words of Pope Leo XIV as ours: “Though the Jubilee Year is coming to an end, the hope we have looked for and received does not end”.
May, as the Holy Family, as our Founders and First Sisters, as so many Sisters who went before us in our congregational history, we continue being channel of the hope brought by our God made as a child, our God with us.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL
· For our Pope Leo XIV, our Bishops, priests and deacons. May they continue accompanying the People of God in the building of a synodal Church, which may grow in communion, participation and shared mission. Let us pray to the Lord.
· For Peace in the world, in our families and in our Communities. For the leaders of the nations. May they serve to all the citizens, especially to the most vulnerable ones. Let us pray to the Lord.
· For those who suffer victims of wars, violence and injustice; for the innocents and their right to life; for the sick and those who are lonely; for the refugees and the migrants; for the families with problems… Let us pray to the Lord.
· For more vocations to priesthood, religious and missionary life. For more Laity and families who contribute to the building of the Church and its sanctity. Let us pray to the Lord.
· For our Charismatic Family that walks in the welcome and living of the Conclusions and Agreements of the 31st General Chapter. May we live faithful to the legacy bequeathed by Mother Maria Rafols and Father John Bonal.  Let us pray to the Lord.
· For all those whom we serve and for those who share with us life and task. May they experience each day the blessings of God, through our being and doing of Sisters of Charity of Saint Anne. Let us pray to the Lord.
· For all our Sisters, Laity of Saint Anne Family, benefactors, family members and friends who already enjoy God’s Presence in Heaven and who accompanied our congregational journey. Let us pray to the Lord.
· For all of us, convoked in thanksgiving prayer to God for the gift of our Congregation. May, together with Mary, Joseph and the newly born Child, we live “with all love” and be, in this way, mediation of the hope given as a Gift by the God with us. Let us pray to the Lord.
